
“Sing to the LORD a new song, Sing His praise from the end of the earth! You who go down to the sea, and all that 

is in it You islands, and those who dwell on them.”    (Isaiah 42:10) 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have 

come”.   (II Corinthians 5:17) 

"And I will give them one heart, and put a new spirit within them. And I will take the heart of stone out of their 

flesh and give them a heart of flesh.”     (Ezekiel 11:19) 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and 

a hope”.     (Jeremiah 29:11) 

“To put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, and 

to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true 

righteousness and holiness.”   (Ephesians 4:22-24) 
 

Dear Members and Friends,                       January 2018 
 

 I chose the above 5 scripture verses for one reason, they each talk about things being new. As 2017 comes to 

a close, there are many who are glad to see the year come to an end and they look forward to 2018 with new hopes, 

new wishes. This is fine except for one thing, none of us know what 2018 holds. Many have said, well, it can’t get 

any worse, but I would give a word of caution, in that it could get worse and for some they will attest that this is so. 

Now, I am not a pessimist, I truly believe that God has some good, no, some great things in store for us.  So, what 

do we do to prepare ourselves for this? 

 One – Sing a New Song. In other words, let there ring in your heart songs of praise and thanksgiving, words 

that speak of God’s majesty and glory, hymns of old that declare His goodness and faithfulness. Start each and 

every day off with words on your lips that come from your heart, giving God the praise that only He is worthy of. 

He is good. 

 Two – Let this be a year of putting off and putting on. In other words, let us strive to get rid of the old stuff 

that causes us to remain stuck spiritually. What is the old stuff: bad habits, lack of prayer, selfish thoughts. You 

cannot put on new things until you discard old things. In its place we are called to put on new things. New things 

are creating times for prayer and reading the Bible, family prayers, family times, taking on a family project that 

involves helping someone in need, and the list goes on. The old man dies to self, the new man lives for Christ and 

others. 

 Three – Let God put in a new spirit within you. He wants to, are you willing? God will never go against our 

will. He will never impose Himself upon us and make us do things we don’t want to do. He is always seeking a 

people who want Him, desire Him, and want to serve Him. This comes as we spend time in the Word with the 

Living Word. The issue comes down to making a choice. In the book of Malachi, God challenged the people to test 

Him and see if He would not bless them. Try it, I’m sure you will like it. 

 Four – He longs to give us a new future and a hope. What do you desire for the future? Put your faith and 

trust in God and He promises to give you a future and a hope that can only come from Him. “Trust in the Lord with 

all your heart, lean not unto your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will direct your 

path.” (Proverbs 3) 

 Five – We are called to renew the mind. Paul, in the book of Romans, chapter 12 says, “Do not be 

conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” The only way to renew your mind is to 

put new stuff in it. It is said that everything we have ever seen, read, or experienced is stored in the mind. The 

problem is that I can’t remember it. The most intelligent person in the world only uses 10% of their brain’s 

capacity. And what we put in is what we get out. Feed you mind with negativity, doubt,corrupt, immoral thoughts, 

ideas and pictures and guess what – you become what you feed your brain with. However, fill your mind with good 

things – the Word of God, songs of joy, good books and great company and soon you will find yourself thinking 

and behaving in a whole new way.  

 No one knows what 2018 holds, but I do know this. For those of us who are willing to put our trust in the 

Living God, I believe we will experience a newness and an abundance of life in Christ. 

 

          Pastor Doug 

 



 
I started in December of 2016 sharing with you “50 Lessons For Life’s Little Detours”, from the book written by 

Regina Brett titled, “God Never Blinks,” and will continue to do so each month. This month we will look at lesson 

36-38. 

 

Lesson 33: Believe in Miracles. 

Lesson 34: God Loves You Because of Who God Is, Not Because of Anything You Did or Didn’t Do. 

Lesson 35: Whatever Doesn’t Kill You Really Does Make You Stronger. 

Lesson 36: Growing Old Beats the Alternative, Dying Young Only Look Good in Movies. 

It isn’t a question about whether we are going to get older, we are and there is nothing you can do about it. For 

some, they see themselves getting stuck with getting older, for others, we GET to get older. In her book, she lists 50 

things to do when you turn 50. Here are three of them. One: List 50 places that you’ve never been to and see them 

before you turn 60. It doesn’t have to be far away, but something new. Two: Drive 50 miles on backroads you’ve 

never been on before. Don’t take a map or a GPS. Let the road lead you. Three: Instead of counting sheep, fall 

asleep counting off all the things you are grateful for, starting with birthdays. 

Lesson 37: Your Children Get Only One Childhood, Make It Memorable. 

As adults, we can become so intense on our careers and other relationships that we forget the most important one: 

our children. Our children get only one childhood and we need to be there for them. Make each day joyful and 

meaningful. It’s the consistent little things that they will carry forth as they become adults that will be remembered 

and cherished. As for a career, it will come in its time, but not at the expense of our children. 

Lesson 38: Read the Psalms. No Matter What Your Faith, They Cover Every Human Emotion. 

John Calvin said, “All the sorrows, troubles, fears, doubts, hopes, pains, perplexities, stormy outbreaks by which 

the heart of men are tossed have been depicted here to the very life within the Psalms. They speak of wonder, joys, 

and celebrations, the dark night of despair, desolations and abandonments.” A Rabbi once said that we don’t need 

great intellect to understand and relate to the Psalms, just a soul, be human. So, take a few moments each day to 

read one of the Psalms and find out for yourself the human emotions expressed by David and others in each Psalm. 
 

 

ANGEL TREE – GIFTS FOR THE CHILDREN 
On behalf of the 15 children who were blessed by the very generous giving of so many gifts at Christmas for our 

Angel Tree, thank you for all that you do. I’ve said it before and I will say it again: The people of First 

Congregational Church are a very giving people who give so much from their hearts to those in need.  
 

 

WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
JANUARY 10 -FEBRUARY 7 

7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 
  

For 5 weeks, from January 10
th

 through February 7
th

, we will be studying in depth the various names given to God. 

As it is our understanding, that there is one God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, this means that our study 

will include the various names and titles given to Jesus and the Holy Spirit as well. Each evening there will be 

handouts. I look forward to this study as I believe it will give each and every one of us a greater and newer 

perspective of the God who loves us and created us in His image and His likeness. See you there. 
 

On February 14
th

, we celebrate Ash Wednesday and start our Lenten series every Wednesday evening from 6:00 

until 7:30 p.m. for the following 5 weeks at the different churches. Mark your calendars now. 

 

 

 

  



Missions   

" For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future.”                                                                                                           Jeremiah 29:11 

 We have completed work on our Missions budget. We began by sending out letters to all of the missionaries we 

support. We asked them to send us a detailed account of what projects they were currently pursuing and how much 

time they spent on those projects. We got many very informative letters from them; it really helped us to know 

exactly what they are doing in the missions’ field. This has helped us with our decisions for 2018. We thought it 

would be interesting for the congregation to know more about them, too. For the next few months we will be 

featuring a missionary in the newsletter, with a synopsis of their letter. 

For January: Paul Euliano 

As many of you know the Euliano family left Scotland and is in the process of an academic sabbatical attending 

Bethel Church in Redding, CA. Last year the mission’s board decided to continue to offer them another year of 

support during this transitional period. As of December, 2017, we have sent our last support check to them. We 

corresponded with them about this change early in the year, so they were not counting on us to help them 

financially. We can all continue to pray for their family as they study and pray for where God will lead them to 

next. We received a letter from them in November thanking us for all that we have done to help them in their 

mission, and they have also shared that they have scholarship money secured to pay for their education, so we need 

not worry about their future, it looks very promising for them and we wish them well. 

 We are excited to share that Carol Culbertson will be at our Sunday morning service on December 24. We hope 

you will come and hear her share what she has been doing recently, and plan to visit with her during coffee hour. 

We will be taking the missions offering on Dec. 24, instead of the 31
st
.  

 

We also encourage you to check out the mission’s bulletin board, as we post updates from the field there. 

Next month we will feature Ken and Cathie Metz. 

If you want to contact the missions board via e-mail, our new address is: fcccromwellmissions@gmail.com 

This is our last newsletter with Marshall Dunbar on the board, we will miss working with him, as he has been a 

great inspiration to us. We are sure that God has plans to use this good and faithful servant in other ways.  We look 

forward to welcoming….to the board….you’ll have to wait and see who was nominated! 

Your Missions Board, 

Marshall Dunbar, Jean Dunning and Marie Tong 

  

mailto:fcccromwellmissions@gmail.com


 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 

January marks the beginning of a new calendar year. It is a time when people traditionally make 

resolutions. Our resolution as a Sunday school is to continue our theme of “Love Your Neighbor 

As Yourself!” We will continue to reach out to our community through projects, service, and 

fellowship. 

                                          

December was a very eventful month. We made ornaments for the elders in our church family and mailed them. We 

enjoy sending these little crafts out to let you know we care. Many of you thanked us personally and we are glad to 

know you enjoyed receiving them. The children also enjoyed the thank you cards that some of our elders sent to us 

after receiving our Thanksgiving craft. They like to look at them and we hang them on our prayer bulletin board in 

the Sunday school hallway. One of the younger children thought the notes were written in a foreign language 

because they had never seen cursive writing before. I had to smile, thinking back on how hard we all worked at 

making the curves so the letters connected in neat patterns. I wonder what their signatures will look like in the 

future without learning to write in cursive. 

 

Our pageant was a great success! I would like to thank Pedro and Nancy Herrera for writing the pageant for us. 

Their original work really helped us all remember the true meaning of Christmas. The children worked well 

together. The youngest children sang “The Lights on the Tree” with a great deal of enthusiasm and brought joy to 

the audience when they sang about the moms baking, the dads snoring, the grandmas kissing, and the grandpas 

hugging. Isabelle, Abigail, and Maggie sang a beautiful version of “Mary Did You Know” with the parts of the 

song acted out by Mitchell and several of the other children. It was very touching to be reminded of what Jesus did 

for us all. All of the children sang “Pat-a-Pan” featuring the voices of Lynn, Lori, and Jillian while the younger 

children played percussion instruments and tambourines. Our littlest child, Sierra, played the part of baby Jesus 

lying in the manger. She was fantastic and played her part well next to Justin as Joseph and Caroline as Mary. They 

did a great job tending to Sierra throughout the end of the pageant. All of the children sang “Away in the Manger” 

with animal puppets which included camels, donkeys, sheep, cows, and Horton the elephant with four-year old Jax 

as the puppeteer (use your imagination). Our final song was “Silent Night” sung in English, Spanish, and German. 

It was a beautiful ending to the story. Congratulations to all of the children on a job well done! I thank the teachers 

who worked so hard to prepare the children. Finally, we thank the Christian Education Board and the families for 

the delicious treats at the coffee hour after the pageant. It was a wonderful time of fellowship. 

 

We wish all of you a Happy New Year!  

 

In His Service, 

Pam Jones 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

Cancellations Due to Storms! 

In case of bad weather, Pastor Doug will contact NBC Connecticut and inform them if we are cancelling.   

There are a number of ways to look up this information and get up to the minute storm closing information.  

1. Watch NBC Connecticut News or Channel 3 Eye Witness News 

2. Log onto nbcconnecticut.com or www.wfsb.com 

3. There is a NBC Connecticut App and Weather App or go to www.wfsb.com to sign up for CBS instant 

notification for your mobile phone and tablet.  

4. We are also partners with the following Clear Channel radio stations: 
 

 FM stations: 92.5, 95.7, 105.9  

AM stations: 1410 

Hopefully, we will have a mild winter and no cancellations.  

God Bless,  

The Church Office 

Deacon Board  

Here’s a New Year’s project for you to make – A ‘Give it to God’ Box! 

See the template on the next page. Cut the template out on the black lines. 

Cut the slit in the top. 

Fold on the dotted lines. 

Glue or tape the flaps to the inside of the box. Write your prayer down & give it to God by folding it into the box. 

Take a breath, relax & stop worrying. Have faith, let go & let God take over! 
 

1 Peter 5:7 

“Give all your worries to God” 

Lorrie Huffaker,  

for the Deacon Board 

http://www.wfsb.com/


 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Executive Board 

 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, 

January 18
th

 at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports from 

the different boards, review the church budget, 

and discuss any new business of the church. 

The Board members are either the Chairman or 

alternate of each board, Church Treasurer, 

Church Clerk and two Members at Large. The 

Members at Large are to represent the church 

as a whole and are available to you, the 

congregation, to talk with about any concerns 

that you feel need to be addressed within the 

church, to express your opinion about any 

issues, or to share with them how you feel 

things are within the church, both the positive 

and negative. Your representatives are James 

Steele (860) 632-8624 and Janet Hangland 

(860) 613-2894. Please feel free to call them or 

see them at church and talk with them.  

 

 
 

Financials 
 

As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in 

January, we will keep everyone up to date on a 

monthly basis as to how the church finances 

are doing.  

 

Period Ending: November 30, 2017 

Income:            $155,362.87 

Expense:            $165,533.14 

Income (Under) Expenses:   ($10,170.27)    

 

 

 

 

 

 

January Schedule 

 

Deacon:  

1/07 – Pat Czerwonka 

1/14 – Elaine Jones 

1/21 – John Tomasulo 

1/28 – Lorrie Huffaker (Pulpit Exchange) 

 

Flowers:  

1/07 – Mrs. Ginny Pierson 

1/14 – Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Clayton 

1/21 – Mr. and Mrs. Jim Gardner 

1/28 – Mr. Tony Varricchio 

 

Sound System:  

1/07 – Rick Dansereau 

1/14 – Jim Steele 

1/21 – Rick Dansereau 

1/28 – Jim Steele 

 

Ushers:  

1/07 – Carolyn and Gary Decko 

1/14 – Tom Smith and Rob Foberg  

1/21 – Keith and Jody Blanar 

1/28 – Scott and Shannon Phillips 

 

Coffee Hour:  

1/07 – Cindy and Marshall Dunbar 

1/14 – Volunteer Needed 

1/21 – Tom and Nancy Clayton 

1/28 – Annual Meeting – Potluck Luncheon 

 

 

Ladies Daytime Fellowship  

 
The Ladies Daytime Fellowship Potluck 

Luncheon will be on Wednesday, January 3rd 

at noon. Ruth Goodale and Pat Whitney will 

be hostesses.  All ladies are welcome just bring 

your favorite dish.  Coffee and dessert are 

provided.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Men’s Breakfast 

At 

Mitchell’s on Main 

January 13
th

 at 8:00 a.m. 

 
Happy Anniversary 

Eric and Celeste Stearns – 1/8  

Donna and Joe Dudash – 1/14  

Pam and Herbert Mitchell – 1/16  

Ben and Amber Bonafonte – 1/27  

 

 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 

2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 

3. The Church E-mail address is 

fcchurch01@snet.net 

4. The Pastor’s E-mail address is 

douglasvanv@gmail.com 

5. The Pastor’s cell phone # is 860-638-8014. 

6. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday. 

7. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 

8. The Church Secretary’s hours are: Mon. – 

Thurs.  

9 – 3 p.m. she is off on Friday.  

9. The church address: 355 Main St. P.O. Box 

156, Cromwell, CT 06416 

10. Facebook, find us listed at First 

Congregational Church Cromwell 

11. Our twitter account is @fccbuzz 

 

 

 

Middlesex Chaplaincy 
Thank you for your recent gift in the amount 

of $48.00 to support our Pastoral Services 

Program. I know that Dennis McCann joins 

me in thanking the congregation for their 

continued support of this program.  

 

Sincerely,  

Sally Ann Lee, Development Associate 

 

mailto:fcchurch01@snet.net
mailto:douglasvanv@gmail.com
http://www.fcccromwell.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church/120524031292130
https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church/120524031292130


 

 
 

OFFICIAL CALL 
 

The 302
nd

 Annual Meeting of the First 

Congregational Church will be held on 

Sunday, January 28
th

 at Noon for the purpose 

of:  
 

1. Hearing reports for 2017 

2. Adopting a general budget for 2018  

3. Adopting a Missions budget for 

2018  

4. Electing new Officers, Board & 

Committee members for 2018  

5. Hearing any other business that 

may properly come before the 

meeting.  

Copies of the Annual Report will be available 

on Sunday, January 21
st
. in the Narthex and 

Fellowship Hall following the morning 

service.  
 

All members and friends are urged to attend.  

 

The meeting will be preceded by a Pot Luck 

Luncheon, at 11:00 a.m. bring your favorite 

dish.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Youth Group 
 

December was spent celebrating the Birth of 

Jesus.  The Youth Group went to Pilgrim 

Manor Care Center and Pineview Assisted 

Living to sing Christmas carols on December 

3
rd

.  We held our Christmas Pot Luck Party on 

December 10
th

 and had delicious food and fun 

with our “Secret Santa” gifts.  

 

Now we take a break until January 14
th

.  We 

will meet in January on the 14
th

 and 28
th

. 

 

Wishing you all a very Blessed Christmas and 

a Happy New Year. 

 

Scott Conquest and Dana Greco 

Youth Group Leaders 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

January 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

31 
9:30 AM Worship Service  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

1 

 

2 
7:00 PM Choir  

3 
12:00 PM Ladies 

Daytime 

Fellowship 

Luncheon  

4 5 6 

7 
9:15 AM Praise and Worship  

9:30 AM Worship Service and 

Sunday School  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

8 
7:00 PM Deacon 

Board Meeting  

9 
7:00 PM Choir  

10 
7:00 PM Bible 

Study  

11 12 13 
8:00 AM Men's 

Breakfast at 

Mitchell's on Main  

14 
9:15 AM Praise and Worship  

9:30 AM Worship Service and 

Group Class  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

4:00 PM Youth Group 

15  

16 
7:00 PM Choir  

17 
7:00 PM Bible 

Study  

18 
10:00 AM Elim 

Clergy Meeting  

7:00 PM Executive 

Board Meeting  

19 20 

21 
302nd Annual Reports are 

Available in Narthex  

9:15 AM Praise and Worship  

9:30 AM Worship Service and 

Sunday School  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

22 23 
7:00 PM Choir  

24 
7:00 PM Bible 

Study  

25 26 27 

28  
9:15 AM Praise and Worship  

9:30 AM Worship Service and 

Sunday School  

11:00 AM Annual Potluck 

Luncheon  

12:00 PM 302nd Annual Meeting  

4:00 PM Youth Group 

29 30 
7:00 PM Choir  

31 
7:00 PM Bible 

Study  

1 2 3 

 

AA meets Monday-Friday at noon in the Fellowship Hall.  


