
 

Dear Members and Friends, March 2018 

The month of March tends to be the longest, coldest, never ending month of the year. For many, 

the only consolation to it being March is what they call March Madness, but alas, not everyone is 

into basketball. So, for those who dread the month, I would like to leave you with the challenge of 

both memorizing and living out the prayer of St. Francis of Assisi, written in the early 13
th

 century. 

However, as much as it has been taught that this prayer was written by St. Francis, it was not. It 

first appeared during a Mass in 1912 in France as a prayer of peace. The Franciscan order 

recognizes the prayer as one of peace, but does not attribute it to St. Francis. 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 

where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light; 

where there is sadness, joy. 

 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 

to be consoled as to console, 

to be understood as to understand, 

to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive, 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
Amen. 

If you had to sum up this prayer, the words I would use would be those of our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and Strength and love your 

neighbor as yourself.” What a difference this would make in not only our lives, but in the lives of 

those around us. 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Pastor Doug 



CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

SUNDAY, MARCH 11
th

, 2018 

10:40 a.m. 

PURPOSE 

To inform the congregation about our T-Mobile contract and the changes that are happening 

regarding the monthly fee that we receive for use of our building. 

T-Mobile contacted us in early February proposing a change to the agreement that we have. Due to 

costs for upgrading all their sites to be able to provide the best service for their customers and the 

competitive market for customers, they are asking all of their site owners to re-negotiate their 

contracts. The Executive Board met Thursday, February 19, 2018 and looked at the various options 

that T-Mobile is proposing and we are in negotiations with T-Mobile. 

Whatever the outcome, it will affect our annual budget as we have come to rely on the T-Mobile 

income to balance our budget. It is our hope to have more definitive information for the 

congregation for the meeting. 

Respectfully Yours, 

The Executive Board: Cliff Parker (chairperson), Nancy Clayton, Jim Steele, Phyllis Baecker, John 

Tomasulo, Jim Magoon, Rosemary Frederick, Jean Dunning, Scott Conquest, and Pastor Doug 

(ex-officio non-voting member) 

 
RECEPTION FOR REV. DAVID AND CHRISTINA THORNGATE 

MARCH 18
th

, 2018 
 

For almost 2 years now, we as a church have been blessed by Rev. David Thorngate and his lovely 

wife, Christina. Being a pastor of a 7
th

 Day Baptist Church in Middletown, this allowed them to be 

with us on Sunday mornings as part of the music ministry that ministered from 9:15-9:30, leading 

us in more contemporary praise music. Christina played the piano and also filled in for Nancy 

Robbins who had a knee replacement, while Pastor Thorngate played his guitar and sang. We were 

also blessed on numerous occasions when Pastor Thorngate preached from the pulpit when Pastor 

Doug was either on vacation or when out when he had his accident. 

During this time they have been a tremendous blessing to us and everyone has come to love and 

appreciate them. We were saddened when they announced that they will be moving to Little 

Genesee, NY to become the pastor of a 7
th

 Day Baptist Church at the end of March. 

On Sunday, March 18
th

 we will have a time of prayer over them during the service and then a 

reception downstairs thanking them for being a part of our family and the gift of love and music 

that we have shared together. On the 18
th

 we will also receive a love offering as a way of saying 

thank you for being a part of our church family. If you want to write a check, please make it out to 

“First Congregational Church”, earmarked, “Thorngates” and the church will present to them a 

check from all of us. 



For Your Information 

The Executive Board voted to purchase a stone for the new Veterans wall on the town 

green for $150 saying, “Honoring our Veterans, First Congregational Church” 

On Saturday, January 20
th

, the following members of the church (Elaine Jones, Gary and 

Carolyn Decko, Rosemary Frederick, Rob Foberg and Pastor Doug) attended a 3-hour CPR and 

AED training session at the Cromwell Fire Department on Coles Road. 

As you know, an anonymous person gifted to the church an AED to be used should there 

ever be a need. Those individuals who are listed above have received training and should there 

ever be a need and they are in church, they will know how to respond. 

However, should they not be around and there is an emergency, the AED is located outside 

the Secretary’s office on the wall. Open it, remove the AED and there are simple instructions on 

how to use it. 

LOOKING AHEAD 

April 7
th

 from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. Cleaning the attic above the Sanctuary 

We need a number of able bodies to help us remove all the clutter that has collected over the years 

in the attic. The stuff that is being removed will either go into the tag sale, the fund raiser for the 

youth group, or the town dump. If you are able to give us 1-2 hours to help us, we would greatly 

appreciate it. 

April 28
th

 from 9:00 – Noon: Spring Cleaning Day. 

We as a church have been truly blessed with Rich Trommer who keeps our church looking spotless 

and presentable all the time. However, just like in our homes, there is that need for special cleaning 

projects to be done that we have not been able to get at for a few years. We have asked different 

boards to oversee special areas to be responsible for. 

Deacons: Sanctuary Christian Education: CE Wing 

Finance Property: Outside Executive Board: Kitchen 

Staff Parish: Fellowship Hall, Fire Side Room, and closets off the stage 

Missions: choir room and offices. Supplies Needed: pails, rags or sponges, rakes 

The church will supply the cleaning materials like Lysol, murphy’s oil, etc. 

Come join with the family as we make our church shine to the glory of God. 

 

LENT: SOUP, FELLOWSHIP AND DISCUSSION 

Our Lenten series on Wednesday evenings has begun and have been well attended. Listed 

below are where the next three meetings are going to be held and what the specific topic of 

discussion will be for the theme “Bodily Worship of the Triune God.” 

Even if you have missed the first two nights, I encourage you to try one. And get out of 

your comfort zone: at the meal, sit with people who you don’t know. Their views may just open 

your eyes to a fresh perspective – or they could learn something from you! Each of the churches 

has different traditions and history, but we all have a common ground in our faith in Christ. 

2/28: Bethany Lutheran - Mouth 3/07: Covenant Village – Hands 

3/14: Hilltop Covenant – Knees 3/21: FCC – Feet 

We are asking everyone who attends to bring a non-perishable food item for the Cromwell 

Human Services food bank. See you there! 



 

MAUNDAY THURSDAY SERVICE 
March 29

th
 at 7:00 p.m. 

THEME 

What Would You Say to Those You Love If You Knew It Was the Last Time 

Maundy Thursday is the time when we remember that Jesus is spending his last moments with His 

disciples before He is betrayed, tried, and crucified. The words found in scriptures give us a 

glimpse of some of the things that Jesus spoke to them regarding what was about to happen to Him 

personally, but to give them words of encouragement for the future. 

Come join with us as we reflect on these words. We will take some time to search our own hearts 

about how the words that Jesus spoke to His disciples in the upper room apply to us in our every- 

day life and then what we might say to our loved ones if we knew the end was near and eminent. 

The life of Christ up to the point of His betrayal and crucifixion is really an example of how we 

should be living our lives in terms of how to love our family, neighbors and even our enemies. 

Also, how to treat each other with respect, and how to develop a relationship with God that is 

pleasing to Him. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 

March 30
th

 at 7:00 p.m. 

THEME 

“THE SEVEN LAST WORDS OF CHIRST” 

Good Friday is the darkest day in the record of all mankind. God’s Son, Jesus Christ, who came 

freely to give of His life, knowing that it would cost Him the very thing that He treasured, the 

presence of the Father, was crucified, dead and buried. The scriptures tell us that He became sin on 

our behalf. Through various narrations, we will try to grasp hold of the truth that Jesus died not of 

suffocation (the normal way people died when crucified) but by the weight of our sins and the sins 

of all mankind placed upon Him. 

Through seven dramatic presentations, with each of them focusing on a different last word of 

Christ, we will not only reflect and remember what Jesus went through, but also see the meaning 

and significance of each of the words He spoke and how they apply to us today. 
 

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 

April 1
st
 at 6:15 a.m. 

FRISBEE LANDING 

 

Gather with others in celebration of the resurrection of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords! The 

Christian Clergy Council of Cromwell once again hosts our annual Easter Sunrise service at 6:15 

a.m. The guest speaker will be Rev. Michael Guibord from Grace Communion International. 

Coffee and pastries will be served following the service. Remember, this is the only Easter  

Sunrise Tailgate celebration that I know of. Don’t miss this special time together. 



I started in December of 2016 sharing with you “50 Lessons for Life’s Little Detours”, from the 

book written by Regina Brett titled, “God Never Blinks,” and will continue to do so each month. 

This month we will look at lesson 42-44. 

Lesson 39: Get outside every day. Miracles are waiting for you to discover. 

Lesson 40: If we all threw our problems in a pile and got a look at everyone else’s, 

we’d fight to get back our own. 

Lesson 41: Don’t audit life. Show up and make the most of now. 

Lesson 42: Get rid of anything that isn’t useful, beautiful, or joyful. 

Have you ever asked yourself the question, “Why am I keeping this stuff in my house that I 

haven’t worn, used, touched or looked at in over 5 years?” The reasons are many, but the reality is 

that if you haven’t worn, used, touched or looked at it in 5 years you are collecting stuff that you 

will never use. St. Benedict once wrote that the extra clothes you store in your basement, attic, and 

closets belong to the poor. Here are four questions that you need to ask: 

1. Is it useful and will I use it? 

2. Is it beautiful? 

3. Does it add meaning to your life now? 

4. If this item were free at a garage sale, would you take it? 

Decluttering forces you to let go of the past and it creates an opening for the future. Once you evict 

the excess, you can embrace the essentials. When you finally let go of the person you used to be, 

you get to discover the person you are now and the person you want to become. 

Lesson 43: All that truly matters in the end is that you loved. 

One of life’s lesson that most of us have to learn is that God is a God of love and relationships, not 

anger, do’s and don’ts. He will not ask you how religious you were, how much you gave, what 

boards you served on, etc., but He will ask you this, “Do you love Him? And do you love others?’ 

In the poem, “The Dash,” there is a line that reads, “What matters most is how we lived and loved 

and how we spent our dash.” It’s about relationships and spending time with those whom we love 

and those who love us. 

Lesson 44: Envy is a waste of time, you already have everything that you truly need. 

Happiness is a choice. You choose to love what you already have. It’s not found in raises, 

retirement portfolios, or a new car. Studies continue to show us that more does not make you extra 

happy. It’s your outlook – which you yourself choose – that determines whether you are happy. A 

monk posted the following three questions and answers: 

Who are you? A child of God. 

What do I need? Nothing. 

What do I have? Everything. 

Happiness is not getting what you want. It’s wanting what you already have. 
 

 

Attention Pinterest Followers! 

If you have a Pinterest account we need your help. The church received a nice donation of a 

large collection of Blue Willow pottery. We are presently selling these items on-line and need 

to drive traffic to boost sales. Please check the accounts labeled, Jean Dunning & Karen 

Gumkowski, look for the Blue Willow boards. Please join us and re-pin these items so we can 

garner more viewership. Thank you! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Cancellations Due to Storms! 

In case of bad weather, Pastor Doug will 

contact NBC Connecticut and inform them if 

we are cancelling. 

There are a number of ways to look up this 

information and get up to the minute storm 

closing information. 

1. Watch NBC Connecticut News or 

Channel 3 Eye Witness News 

2. Log onto nbcconnecticut.com or 

www.wfsb.com 

3. There is a NBC Connecticut App and 

Weather App or go to www.wfsb.com 

to sign up for CBS instant notification 

for your mobile phone and tablet. 

4. We are also partners with the 

following Clear Channel radio 

stations: 

FM stations: 92.5, 95.7, 105.9 

AM stations: 1410 

Hopefully, we will have a mild winter and no 

cancellations. 

God Bless, 

The Church Office 

Executive Board 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, 

March 15
th

 at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports from 

the different boards, review the church 

budget, and discuss any new business of the 

church. The Board members are either the 

Chairman or alternate of each board, Church 

Treasurer, Church Clerk and two Members at 

Large. The Members at Large are  to 

represent the church as a whole and are 

available to you, the congregation, to talk 

with about any concerns that you feel need to 

be addressed within the church, to express 

your opinion about any issues, or to share 

with them how you feel things are within the 

church, both the positive and negative. Your 

representatives are James Steele (860) 632- 

8624 and Phyllis Baecker (860) 635-4380. 

Please feel free to call them or see them at 

church and talk with them. 
 

 

Financials 

As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in 

January, we will keep everyone up to date on 

a monthly basis as to how the church 

finances are doing. 

 

Period Ending: January 31, 2018 

Income: $16,529.64 
Expense: $16,657.71 

Income (Under) Expenses:  ($128.07) 

Ladies Daytime Fellowship 

 
The Ladies Daytime Fellowship Potluck 

Luncheon will be on Wednesday, March 7
th

 

at noon. Nancy Clayton and Tammy Steele 

will be hostesses. All ladies are  welcome; 

just bring your favorite dish. Coffee and 

dessert are provided. 

http://www.wfsb.com/
http://www.wfsb.com/


 
 

 
FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DID YOU KNOW? 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 

2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 

3. The Church E-mail address is 

fcchurch01@snet.net 

4. The Pastor’s E-mail address is 

douglasvanv@gmail.com 

5. The Pastor’s cell phone # is 860-638-8014. 

6. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday. 

7. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 

8. The Church Secretary’s hours are: Mon. – 

Thurs. 9 – 3 p.m. She is off on Friday. 

9. The church address: 355 Main St. P.O. 

Box 156, Cromwell, CT 06416 

10. Facebook, find us listed at First 

Congregational Church Cromwell 

The Frank & Florence Pierson 

Scholarship Fund 

The Frank & Florence Pierson 

Scholarship Fund was created by Mr. & Mrs. 

Robert Daley in loving memory of Mrs. Daley’s 

parents. 

The fund awards an annual scholarship to 

be announced the first Sunday in June to a 

deserving student selected by the Scholarship 

Committee of the First Congregational Church of 

Cromwell, CT. 

The Scholarship Committee for this fund 

will consist of: one Property & Finance Board 

member, one Christian Education member, one 

Deacon Board member, and Margaret Daley or a 

successor designated by the Howard/Daley 

family in the event Mrs. Daley is unable to vote. 

The Pastor will be an ex-officio (non-voting) 

member of the committee. In case of a tie vote, 

the Daley family will make the final decision. 

The decision of the Scholarship Committee is 

final. 
 

 
 

Common Threads 

 
Our Prayer Shawl ministry will meet 

Monday, March 12, 2018 at 6:30 pm in the 

Fireside Room. If you like to knit or crochet 

and are looking for a meaningful service 

opportunity, please come and join us. We 

meet the second Monday from September 

through May (excluding December). We 

would love to have you all join us. 

Thank you, 

Dana Greco 

In the event the committee does not find 

a suitable applicant, the scholarship will not be 

awarded that year, but added to the  principal. 

The amount of the award will be the interest 

accumulated during the previous year, less 15%, 

which will be added back to the principal. 

The scholarship will be awarded to a 

student who demonstrates an overall commitment 

in the following areas of academics, arts, 

athletics, church activities, community 

involvement, leadership, etc. 

Guidelines and instructions for applying 

for the Frank and Florence Pierson Scholarship 

Fund are as follows: 

1. Either the applicant or applicant’s parents must 

be members of the First Congregational Church. 

2. Applications may be filed by any student 

pursuing post High School education whether it is 

college, trade school, graduate school, or 

seminary. 

3. Completed applications must be filed on or 

before May 1
st
. Applications are available in the 

church office. 

4. The scholarship will be awarded the first 

Sunday in June. 

Men’s Breakfast 

At 

Mitchell’s on Main 

March 10
th

 at 8:00 a.m. 

mailto:fcchurch01@snet.net
mailto:douglasvanv@gmail.com
http://www.fcccromwell.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church/120524031292130
https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church/120524031292130
https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church/120524031292130


 

 

 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

Rich and Jean Catalano – 3/12 

Edwin and Melissa Cordero – 3/18 

Gene and Denise Duclos – 3/26 

 

March Schedule 

 
Deacon: 

3/04 – Lorrie Huffaker 
3/11 – Elaine Jones (Daylight Savings) 

3/18 – John Tomasulo 

3/25 – Pat Czerwonka (Palm Sunday) 

 

Flowers: 

3/04 – Pat and Ken Whitney 

3/11 – Roswitha and Josef Herz 

3/18 – Open Flower Date 

3/25 – Joyce Norman 

 

Sound System: 

3/04 – Rick Dansereau 

3/11 – John Savvides 

3/18 – Jim Steele 

3/25 – Jimmy Steele 

 

Ushers: 

3/04 – Carolyn and Gary Decko 

3/11 – Teena and Scott Conquest 

3/18 – Mitchell Herrera and Volunteer 

3/25 – Brenda Pines and Joe Cap 

 

Coffee Hour: 

3/04 – Deacon Board 
3/11 – Carolyn Decko and Pat Whitney 

3/18 – Reception for the Thorngates 

3/25 – Sunday school (Palm Sunday) 

 

Thank you to all who volunteer. If you would 

like to sign up for any of the above and have 

questions; please call the church office at 

(860) 635-4806. We will be happy to answer 

any questions. 



 

 

“MILITARY WHIST” 
Card Party – May 3, 2018 

 

Mark your calendar and save the date for a 

fun night out with family, friends, and 

neighbors. Join in on another set and make 

new friends. No experience required, each 

game coordinated by Kevin Welch. Proceeds 

benefit the Church General Fund. 

 

Requirements for a successful event: 

 Co-chair 

 Raffle gifts (Gift cards or certificates 
from your local business, eatery, 

salon, shop,, gas station or market) 

 Raffle items or prepared baskets 

 Items to make a basket 

 Door prizes needed 

 Volunteers to provide light 

refreshments 

 Volunteers to set up refreshments at 

4:30 

 Volunteers to sell tickets (admission, 
raffles, 50/50) at 5:30 p.m. 

 Volunteers to help with 
drawings/raffles at end of games. 

 

A church letter and a flyer with game details 

is available. Please take a flyer to display at 

your local market, shop or restaurant. 

 

Completed baskets, items for raffles and/or 

door prizes may be left in the closet by the 

fellowship hall. Please mark for the Whist. 

(See me after church if you have gift cards.) 

 

Questions? See me after church or call (860) 

635-9434. 

 

Joyce Norman 

Event Chair 

Youth Group 

In January, the Youth Group watched the 

movie “The Shack” which everyone 

enjoyed. Following the movie for the next 3 

meetings we did a study on different aspects 

of the movie with the main theme being 

“God loves us all the time, no matter what 

happens or how it looks.” In February we 

began cleaning out and organizing the 

classroom on the lower level to store all 

Youth Group “stuff”. 

We decided in February to shorten the times 

of our meetings from 4:00 pm to 5:30 p.m. 

The meeting on February 25 is cancelled. 

Schedule for March is as follows: 

March 4 – in-house meeting 4:00 – 5:30 pm 

March 11 – no Youth Group 

March 18 – in-house meeting 4:00 – 5:30 pm 

March 25 – in-house meeting 4:00 – 5:30 pm 

We are also going to do a Lock-In this 

year. Youth wanting to participate will need 

to be at the church for the Good Friday 

service and we will stay in the church 

overnight until noon on Saturday. More 

information will follow for parents. 

The Spring Clothing Drive has begun with 

the Youth Group collecting bags of clothing 

in the middle classroom downstairs. All 

donations need to be received by Friday, 

April 13
th

. We will be delivering the 

donations to Savers on Saturday, April 14
th

 at 

10:00 am.  Thank you all for your support 

and donations. 

Have a Blessed Lenten Season. 

Scott Conquest and Dana Greco 

Youth Group Leaders 



 

 

 

 

 

“MILITARY WHIST” 

(Card Party) 

First Congregational Church 

355 Main St. (Rte. 99) Cromwell, CT 

Thursday, May 3, 2018 

Doors open @ 5:30 p.m. - $7/person 

Free refreshments 

1
st
 hand starts promptly @ 6:30 p.m. 

(game instruction by Kevin Welch) 

NO EXPERIENCE OR RESERVATION REQUIRED 

(EASY TO LEARN – SETBACK HELPFUL) 

All welcome – have fun with family, friends, and neighbors 

Raffle prizes  Door Prizes 

(donations support community projects) 

Contacts: J. Norman (860) 635-9434 

Church Office: (860) 635-4806 

Parking 

 

Main Street 

Come play, easy to learn! Bring a friend or a team of 4! Make new friends! 



 

Deacon Board 
 

 

 

 

Lenten Poem 

Lent is a time to take time to let the power 

of our faith story take hold of us, 

a time to let the events get up 

and walk around in us, 

a time to intensify our living unto Christ, 

a time to hover over the thoughts of our hearts, 

a time to place our feet in the streets of 

Jerusalem or to walk along the sea and 

listen to his Word, 

a time to touch his robe 

and feel the healing surge through us, 

a time to ponder and a time to wonder…. 

Lent is a time to allow 

a fresh new taste of God! 

Perhaps we’re afraid to have time to think, 

for thoughts come unbidden. 

Perhaps we’re afraid to face our future 

knowing our past. 

Give us courage, O God, 

to hear your Word 

and to read our living into it. 

Give us the trust to know we’re forgiven 

and give us the faith 

to take up our lives and walk. 

 

By Ann Weems 



Missions Board 

“Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and 

confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it.” 

Mark 16:20 

We are pleased to welcome John Savvides to the Missions Board. We have met already and chosen 

our positions. Jean will be the chairperson, Marie the treasurer and John the secretary. Last year, 

we sent out letters to all of the missionaries we support. We asked them to send us a detailed 

account of what projects they were currently pursuing and how much time they spent on those 

projects. We got many very informative letters from them; it really helped us to know exactly what 

they are doing in the missions’ field. This has helped us with our decisions for 2018. We thought it 

would be interesting for the congregation to know more about them, too. This synopsis from Sjaan 

Waller is the last installment in the series. Thank you for your support in passing our proposed 

budget at the annual meeting. 

For March: Adreanna Sjaan Waller 

“When John became so ill with Parkinson's and diabetes we felt led of the Lord to resign from our 

mission Wycliffe Bible Translators in 2013. John went home to the Lord May 8, 2015. While he 

was ill I continued with our translation work of the Old Testament into the Guayabero 

language. After 3 months wait after officially retiring which is required by IRS I was able to be 

reinstated as a "volunteer for the Guayabero language project". And that is because there is a lot 

yet to be translated and given to the people. 

Since then and following the guide lines of the IRS anyone in retirement cannot work more than 20 

hours a week on a project as a volunteer. As you can well imagine I did my best to stick close to 

that but often it took many more hours of dedication to make progress. 

I am working everyday on 2 different versions of the Old Testament. One contains only scripture 

2 full books Genesis and Exodus and a selection or portion of scripture from all the rest of the Old 

Testament books. The second version is a summary with paragraphs of all the Old 

Testament. There will be close to 100 illustrations in the text in both volumes by David C. Cook. 

I am working with a partner who is living in Colombia and has a family of Guayabero Indians 

living in his home for the last 12 years. His name is Victor Kondo. When our mission decided to 

close our center in the jungle called Lomalinda, Vic and his wife Riena resigned from WBT in 

order to be allowed to live in a city which was not on the list of safe places for Americans. They 

had been with WBT for 50 years. He joined another mission that permitted him to continue living 

in what might be considered a dangerous area. So far it has worked out well although his wife also 

went home to the Lord 4 years ago. 

Together we have been helping a large group of displaced Guayaberos due to the guerrilla 

moments in that area and the people all being forced out of their reservations. The language helper 

Angel Castro who works on the translation with us and lives with Vic, travels by motorcycle 

almost each month to a city deeper in the plains where 70 or more family members are now living 

since they left their village area. There is a Colombian missionary couple Gus and Rosiris with 

New Tribes mission who also are doing the ministry and outreach we cannot do with the 

Guayaberos. Hopefully they will be teaching and using the translations we have done. 

The New Testament has been distributed in 2009 to various villages and also recorded on 

"Proclaimer players" put out by "Faith Comes by Hearing mission". The people are able to listen 

in small groups to the scriptures and we know there is a small church meeting in another area of 

displaced Guayaberos.” 



That’s the last of our missionaries’ testimonials. We hope it has helped you better understand their 

work and why we have continued to support their projects. 

We are looking for a new mission project, preferably one that we could get involved in besides just 

sending financial support. Many people enjoyed packing food for “Feed My Starving Children”, 

for example. If you have any ideas that you would like us to research, please email us or stop and 

speak to one of us at church. 

We are excited to hear that the Walter Hoving Home will be visiting us on April 22, please mark 

your calendars to be sure to join us in welcoming them to our church. 

We also encourage you to check out the mission’s bulletin board, as we post updates from the field 

there. 

If you want to contact the missions’ board via e-mail, our address is: 

fcccromwellmissions@gmail.com 

Your Missions Board, 

Jean Dunning, John Savvides and Marie Tong 

WHEELS FOR THE WORLD 

2018 is going to be a banner year for (Wheels for the World) WFTW. Our typically "slow" season 

we have received numerous calls from agencies and individuals wanting to know more about the 

ministry, where and when they can donate. January we collected 11 wheelchairs. We shipped 45 

chairs, 30 each of walkers, pairs of crutches and canes to the refurbishing center in Cheshire. 

February is upon us and so far, we have collected 11 custom adult wheelchairs. Our goal for CT in 

2018 is to collect 400 chairs. (We almost did it last year). 

In addition to wheelchairs we collect folding aluminum walkers, metal crutches and canes. We are 

unable to collect wooden devices as the humidity and insect infestation in some locations make 

unsuitable conditions for wood. Larger medical items, shower chairs, beds, bedside commodes, 

medical supplies, etc. are not accepted by WFTW. Here in CT we are building a network of loan- 

closet contacts that often need and can use the items we cannot. If you have such a donation we 

can assist you in getting it to someone here that can benefit from it. No money ever exchanges 

hands for these donations. 

Before sending this type of equipment elsewhere, we thought perhaps we would let our 

congregation become aware that we do have other types of medical equipment, and if they need or 

know someone else in need of such equipment, we ask for your help in bridging our 

communication gap. 

We recently received 2 fully-functional electric hospital beds with standard hospital (covered) 

mattresses. We have 4 Hoyer-lift devices with slings, we have bedside commodes of all sizes, 

over-bed tables, shower chairs and benches. We do also have the wooden crutches and canes and 

we forward them along to Easter Seals. We have various pieces and parts of Physical therapy 

equipment that bolt to walkers or wheelchairs, as well as those freestanding items sometimes. We 

are NOT A WHEELCHAIR LOAN CLOSET. WFTW does not "lend" wheelchairs, walkers, 

crutches or canes to people. We can, however, direct to the nearest loan-closet to you. 

Cindy Dunbar 

Chair Corps CT, State Coordinator 

Wheels for the World 

Joni and Friends, IDC 

203-235-4686 

mailto:fcccromwellmissions@gmail.com


SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

February, our month of love, began with members of the congregation and the 

Sunday school children writing love notes for the “LOVE” bulletin board in the 

Sunday school hallway. It was fun to read the variety of ways to express love. It 

looked beautiful! We thank everyone who participated in the project. In the words 

of John Lennon, “All you need is love.” 
 

We had pretzels as a special treat on February 11. In preparation for the beginning of the Lenten 

season, we learned about the invention of the pretzel and its connection to Lent. Read the legend 

for yourself and see what you think. 
 

Lent began on Wednesday, February 14 and will end on Thursday, March 29. We will be talking 

about Lent in our Sunday school programs from a positive view point. Instead of focusing on 

giving something up, we will focus on prayer and giving to others. 

 

We are looking forward to March and our preparation for Easter on April 1. You are all invited to 

the Sunday school coffee hour after church on March 25, Palm Sunday. We have been preparing a 

special song for you and we will be serving you special treats. 

 

May this season of Lent help us focus on the life of our Savior, Jesus Christ and His sacrifice for 

us. 

 
In His Service, 

Pam Jones 

The Legend of the Lenten Pretzel 
 

 
 

A very long time ago, (in the early 600’s) there was a monk who lived in a 
monastery. He had been in the kitchen where other monks were baking special 
bread for Lent, and he saw some leftover pieces of dough. He decided to use the 
leftover pieces of dough for something special. The monk formed the dough into 
thin strips crossed into a looped twist to be like the folded arms of children praying. 
That was how children held their hands to pray in those days. This became a treat 
given to the children as they learned their prayers. They began to call the treat 
“pretiola” which means “little reward” in Latin. Adopted by the Germans they 
commonly became known as pretzels. 

 

The simple shape of the pretzel, arms folded in prayer, reminds us to pray every 
day. Every time you see a pretzel, remember to pray! 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

EASTER FLOWER ORDER FORM 
 

Name:  Phone#:   

 
Type Quantity $/Plant Cost 

Easter Lily    $9.50    
Red Tulip    $8.50    
Yellow Tulip    $8.50    
Lavender Tulip    $8.50    
Pink Tulip    $8.50    
Orange Tulip    $8.50    
White Tulip    $8.50    
Pink Hyacinth    $8.50    
Blue Hyacinth    $8.50    
White Hyacinth    $8.50    
Daffodil    $8.50    
Blue Hydrangeas    $13.00    
Pink Hydrangeas    $13.00    
Large Blue Hydrangeas    $17.00    
Large Pink Hydrangeas    $17.00    
Pink Azalea    $17.00    
Red Azalea    $17.00    
White Azalea    $17.00    

 

Total Plants   Total Cost    

Message for the bulletin: (Ex. “Given by John Doe in memory of Jane Doe”): 
 

 

 

Return with payment (checks payable to FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH) by 

March 4, 2018. 

First Congregational Church 
P.O. Box 156 

Cromwell, CT 06416 
Late orders cannot be accepted. 



 
 
 

March 2018 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

25 
9:15 AM Praise and Worship 

9:30 AM Worship Service and 

Sunday School 

10:45 AM Coffee Hour 

4:00 PM Youth Group 

26 27 
7:00 PM Choir 

28 
6:30 PM Lenten 

Service at 

Bethany 

Lutheran Church 

1 2 3 

4 Easter Flower Orders 
are due! 

9:15 AM Praise and Worship 

9:30 AM Worship Service 

10:45 AM Coffee Hour 

4:00 PM Youth Group 

Meeting 

5 
7:00 PM Deacon 

Board Meeting 

6 
7:00 PM Choir 

7 
12:00 PM Ladies 

Daytime 

Fellowship 

Potluck 

Luncheon 

6:30 PM Lenten 

Services at 

Covenant Village 

8 9 10 
8:00 AM Men's 

Breakfast at 

Mitchell's on Main 

11  
9:15 AM Praise and Worship 

9:30 AM Worship Service 

10:45 AM Congregational 

Meeting 

10:45 AM Coffee Hour 

10:45 AM Finance and 

Property Board Meeting 

10:45 AM C.E. Board 

Meeting 

12 
6:30 PM 

Common 

Threads 

13 
7:00 PM Choir 

14 
6:30 PM Lenten 

Service at Hilltop 

Covenant 

Church 

15 
10:00 AM Elim 

Clergy Meeting 

7:00 PM 

Executive Board 

Meeting 

16 
6:30 PM Al-Anon 

Meeting 

17 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
9:15 AM Praise and Worship 

9:30 AM Worship Service 

10:45 AM Coffee Hour 

Reception for Thorngates 

4:00 PM Youth Group 

Meeting 

19 20 
7:00 PM Choir 

21 
6:30 PM Lenten 

Services at First 

Congregational 

Church 

22 23 24 

25  
9:15 AM Praise and Worship 

9:30 AM Worship Service 

10:45 AM Coffee Hour 

4:00 PM Youth Group 

Meeting 

26 27 
7:00 PM Choir 

28 29 

 
7:00 PM Maundy 

Thursday 

Service 

30 

 
7:00 PM Good 

Friday Service 

31  

 

AA meets at Noon Monday-Friday. 


