
Dear Members and Friends,                       June 2018 

 

“FROM GLORY TO GLORY HE IS CHANGING ME” 

Once there was a man who would be a revolutionary.  When he was a young man, he prayed to God, 

“God give me the grace, the strength, the power to change the whole world, then I will be happy.” 

When he reached his middle-years and found that he could not change the whole world, his prayer 

changed to, “God give me the grace to change my wife and my children and my closest friends and then I will 

be happy.” 

When he became an old man and learned that he had not been able to change his wife, children, and 

friends he prayed, “God, give me the grace to change myself – if I had done this in the beginning I would not 

have wasted my life.” 

How true it is that we would spend so much time trying to change everyone else around us that there is 

so little time left to devote on us.  All too often we learn too late to take care of the important things and then 

what time is left we spend regretting what wasn’t, rather than what could be.  I really believe that it is never too 

late as long as we breathe and have our being. 

The spiritual life is about transformation, putting on the mind and the heart of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Conversion begins with a self-emptying surrender to God.  We have to acknowledge we are created beings and 

utterly dependent on God as creator, sustainer and lover.  It is not an easy thing to do for stress filled, overly 

busy, comfort seeking, building my own kingdom 2018 Americans. 

Spirituality for so many people is like a Snickers bar.  It has the center portion that includes the nuts, 

caramel, and the nougat.  Then the whole bar is dipped into the chocolate that simply gives a thin layer covering 

the whole-unchanged center.  We have a central core of our lives made up of all the things that we do and the 

roles that we fill.  Then, so often we want to layer a thin coating of ‘Christian chocolate’ over the top.  We 

really don’t want the core or the main part of our lives to change at all.  We want to remain the same, “Don’t 

disturb me, I like dying slowly and not knowing it.”   

There are no quick gimmicks for being spiritual, no special techniques that will make us be super 

Christians.  It’s about relationship with God and fellow Christians, about taking the time to work on knowing 

and being known, about spending the time that allows you and I to know God in a more personal intimate way.  

We cannot accept a life-style so utterly alien to the gospel of Jesus Christ and then expect to have a great 

Christian relationship. 

The spiritual life is an inward journey.  It is a dying to self and a rising in a new life in Jesus Christ.  

“All that matters is that one be created anew.  There is no such thing as cheap grace.  Dietrich Bonhoeffer in his 

book “The Cost of Discipleship” says, 

“Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church 

discipline, communion without confession, absolution without personal confession.  Cheap grace is 

grace without discipline, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.” 

We cannot pick and choose what part of God and Christianity we want and what we will ignore.  To do so is to 

miss out on all that God wants for us and to deny ourselves the best that God has in store for us.  Give yourself 

totally 100 % over to God and then get ready to experience life, as you never have before. 

From One Who Wants More, 

 

Pastor Doug  



 

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

 
On Saturday, April 28th, we had a cleaning day at the church and we were able to accomplish so much in the 3 

hours. 

 

1. Pam Jones, Ginny Pierson, Rosemary Frederick, and Pat Whitney went through all the library books, 

sorting them by category and then putting aside old outdated books that are free for the taking and then 

will be given to a ministry that takes Christian books. 

2. Nancy Clayton and Sue Van Veldhuisen cleaned out a number of the cupboards in the kitchen, 

3, Lorrie Huffaker, Elaine Jones, Ken Whitney, and John Savvides cleaned up the sanctuary, scrubbed all the 

pews, picked up the choir loft, and washed some shelving in the choir room. 

5. Scott Conquest, Mike Haros, and Pastor Doug took 2 loads of old stuff (2 old televisions, a steel rack, an old 

fridge and freezer, and an old wooden stage) to the dump and then delivered the large slate chalk board from the 

Pre-K room to the historical society. 

6. Dana Greco starting cleaning out the large youth room. 

7. The two closets across from the boy’s and girl’s rooms have been cleaned out tidied up. The one across from 

the boy’s room is now the storage closet for the kitchen and the one across from the girl’s room is now the 

storage area for the church fair, Financial Peace, and St. Vincent De Paul kitchen’s supplies. Nothing else 

should be stored in these closets or it will be thrown out. 

8. Three out of the 5 portable book shelves for the library have been delivered and set up in the library.  

9. A Tech committee has been established in the church for the following purposes: 

 a. Do an inventory in the church of all our tech equipment from sound system, hearing  

     aids, security cameras, printers and copies, computers, web sites, etc.  

 b. Do an evaluation of what is needed in order to update our church. 

 c. Prioritize the needs and get prices 

 d. Put together a 3-year plan  

If you would like to be a part of this committee please contact Pam Jones, Jim Steele or Pastor Doug. We can 

use all the volunteers that are willing to help us in this area. 

10. One of the summer projects that we will be doing is a complete make-over of the large youth room 

downstairs. We are going to need help cleaning things, throwing out old stuff, assembling cabinets, and 

painting. Let Pastor Doug know if you can help. Thank you. 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE TAG SALE 

 

Donations are being accepted for the tag sale in the center room in the basement. Thanks to your generosity, the 

room by the outside door is FULL and donations should NOT be placed there. We can use donations also of 

bubble wrap and small shipping boxes (8”x8”x6” or smaller) to help with our on-line sales. These can be left in 

the center room as well. We still ask if you have vintage jewelry or valuable items to give it to Karen 

Gumkowski or Jean Dunning, rather than leave it in the tag sale room. Thanks! 

 



 

LESSONS FROM PEOPLE IN THE BIBLE 

 

4/29 – ELISHA 

-Always look straight ahead 

-Leave the past behind you, there is no going back 

-Be careful what you ask God for 

-If you want to be great in God’s kingdom, learn to be a servant of all 

 

5/6 – DAVID 

-God uses our past to prepare us for what is ahead 

-How we approach our Goliaths in our life determines the outcomes 

-Rights and entitlements only lead to trouble.  

-Sin can bring horrible consequences, but sin can be forgiven 

-We will all face criticism; it’s how we handle it that determines the outcome 

-Leave a legacy through the people we touch and influence 

 

5/13 – MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS 

-Mary’s heart was, I am the Lord’s servant” 

-Mary’s attitude was, “May it be to me as you have said” 

 

5/20 – NEHEMIAH 

-Where you are is not an accident. 

- No matter where you are at, you need to maintain a spiritual discipline and hunger for God. 

-Don’t be afraid of the circumstances around you. Be bold about the things of God. Ask and you   

  shall receive. 

-Build the wall in from of your home with the help of others 

-Don’t listen to the criticism that comes from others who are not building 

-Stay focused, press on, and finish the job that is at hand 

 

Mission Board  

Greetings, 

The summer season is almost upon us.  As the seasons flow from one to another God’s never failing love for  

His children remains unchanged.  Sometimes what may have seemed to be a hefty goal to help spread God’s 

words to help bring more people into the grace of the Lord. The Crum’s are well on their way to fulfilling their 

mission to continue with their work.  Alex Crum sent us an update to where they are at in their journey, that I 

believe others in the congregation would be interested in reading. 
 

“Alex, may we sit with you?” I looked up from the pile of cards I was writing and saw two young men from 

Myanmar holding their lunch plates. “Please join me” I said. We were in Thailand for a conference for 

Christians who share Gospel related media in the sensitive areas of the world. The conference gathered 750 

people from 60+ countries, but I learned these men, Saw Day and Tha Reh, had perhaps the hardest time getting 

to this conference. They are from the persecuted Karen people group of Myanmar and had to apply for a visa 

because they live in a refugee camp in Thailand. Since refugees rarely have opportunity for gainful employment 

for years on end, hopelessness abounds. However, these two men were joyful because they have portions of 

Scripture and the hope of Christ to share with their fellow refugees.  



The other reason was for the trip was to meet some of my new team and go over details of the systems I’ll be 

overseeing. As I spent time with these servants, the Lord gave me a heart for them. My new supervisor, Paul, 

and I spent hours discussing vision for the future, ideas for change, and how to build my new team to serve 

Bible translators better. Paul was energized by my contributions to discussions, even outside my strong suit. 

“This is really exciting! The Lord knew we needed you [Alex],” he said. This can only be a God thing. It 

encourages me that this is the Lord’s work, because he’s doing something good in our weakness.  

Blessings in our journey  
 

While Alex was in Thailand I (Laura) had ladies come to help me almost every day on the home front. One 

special lady even flew up from Dallas to join this team of encouragement! Thank you God!  
 

While in New York, the Lord has blessed us richly in relationships. We’ve shared in 7 churches, including 

almost every small group at our host church.  
 

We co-hosted a banquet with fellow Wycliffe members Jaime and Maria Ayala who serve in Peru. This was 

exciting because we’ve known them for 15 years and they were also in New York working on support for their 

next assignment. The banquet was a lot of work, but the Lord helped us pull it off and have fun doing it too! A 

few people who had supported us for years told us afterward “That was great! After your presentation, I feel 

like I understand what you do and why it’s important.”  
 

The children have been learning and growing all along this trip. They’ve been asking great questions about 

God, learning from our ministry partners, and also gaining appreciation for the size of the United States. Unlike 

Texas, we enjoyed plenty of snow this past winter. Our children all continue to work hard in their homeschool 

studies as well.  
 

Thank you so much for your love and prayers through this process.  
 

In His love,  

The Crums  

Serving The Bibleless Through Technology  

May 17 , 2018  
 

 

For Financial Partnership: Wycliffe Bible Translators 800-Wycliffe (992-5433)  

PO Box 628200  

Orlando, FL 32862  

Serving with  

* Donations should be made payable to Wycliffe Bible Translators and  

include a separate note stating that your preference is for the Wycliffe ministry of Alex & Laura Crum 

#215584  
 

Also in other news we will be having the Boush’s come for a visit with our congregation as we host our 

summer potluck series on Wednesday July 25, 2018.  It will be a great time for fellowship and time to visit 

with the Boush’s as they head into retirement. Please bring your favorite dish and enjoy fellowship with our 

family in Christ.  

 
“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that 
your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.”  
John  15:16 

 

 

In Your Service, The Missions Board; 

Jean Dunning, Marie Tong, and John Savvides  

 





 

 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 

2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 

3. The Church E-mail address is  

    fcchurch01@snet.net 

6. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday. 

7. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 

8. The Church Secretary’s hours are: Mon. –  

    Thurs. 9 – 3 p.m. She is off on Friday.  

9. The church address: 355 Main St. P.O. 

    Box 156, Cromwell, CT 06416 

10. Facebook, find us listed at First      

    Congregational Church Cromwell 

 

Note: There will only be one newsletter during the 

summer.  You will receive the summer newsletter in 

July.  It will cover both July and August.  

 
 

Men’s Breakfast 

At 

Mitchell’s on Main 

June 9th at 8:00 a.m. 
 

 

 

 
 

Common Threads  

 
Common Threads, our prayer shawl ministry will be 

off for the summer and will resume again in 

September. We meet the second Monday of each 

month.    
 

Thank you,   

Dana Greco 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive Board 

 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, June 

21st at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports from the different 

boards, review the church budget, and discuss any 

new business of the church. The Board members are 

either the Chairman or alternate of each board, 

Church Treasurer, Church Clerk and two Members 

at Large. The Members at Large are to represent the 

church as a whole and are available to you, the 

congregation, to talk with about any concerns that 

you feel need to be addressed within the church, to 

express your opinion about any issues, or to share 

with them how you feel things are within the 

church, both the positive and negative. Please feel 

free to call them or see them at church and talk with 

them.  

Financials 
 

As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in January, 

we will keep everyone up to date on a monthly basis 

as to how the church finances are doing.  

 

Period Ending: April 30, 2018 

Income:            $60,333.06 

Expense:            $64,318.24 

Income (Under) Expenses:   ($3,985.18)    

 

“Military Whist”  

Thanks to all for donations to the raffle and those 

who sold admission, 50/50 and raffle tickets.  

Many compliments were received from the players 

on the great raffles, and refreshments. Thanks to 

those who proved them and the servers who kept 

the kitchen in order.  

Thanks to Pastor Doug and all for their help with 

the drawings and clean up, and Rich Trommer for 

setting up tables and chairs for the games, and 

cleanup.  

A successful and fun evening was enjoyed by all.  

Joyce Norman 

Event Chair  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:fcchurch01@snet.net
http://www.fcccromwell.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church/120524031292130
https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church/120524031292130


June Schedule 
 

Deacon Board:  

6/03 – Pat Czerwonka  

6/10 – Children’s Day  

6/17 – Lorrie Huffaker  

6/24 – John Tomasulo  

 

Flowers:  

6/03 – Open Flower Date 

6/10 – Children’s Day  

6/17 – Josef and Roswitha Herz  

6/24 – Pat and Ken Whitney  

 

Sound System:  

6/03 – Rick Dansereau  

6/10 – John Savvides  

6/17 – Jimmy Steele  

6/24 – Jim Steele 

 

Coffee Hour:  

6/03 – Volunteer Needed 

6/10 – Annual Picnic at Pierson Park  

6/17 – Sue Van Veldhuisen and Company 

6/24 – Volunteer Needed 

 

Ushers:  

6/03 – Carolyn and Gary Decko 

6/10 – Children’s Day (no adults needed)  

6/17 – Marcia and Dennis McMullen  

6/24 – Rosemary Organek and Ginny Pierson  
 

Ladies Daytime Fellowship 

 
The Ladies Daytime Fellowship will meet on 

Wednesday, June 13th in the parking lot at 11:45.  

We will be having lunch out at Carmela’s at 139 

Main St. Ext., Middletown, CT and will not be 

meeting again until October 3rd. 

 

Thank you!  
 

Pastor Doug Van Veldhuisen,  
 

Thank you for all your love, support, and prayers.  

We thank you for having us at your church and 

sharing the work with us.  
 

God Bless you!  
 

Suzanne Smith and the Hoving Ladies  

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
May has been an interesting month with very changeable and unpredictable weather. We are 

all looking forward to summer and activities like camping, beach days, family outings, 

baseball, and time to enjoy God’s creations! We are really looking forward to Children’s Day 

and our all church picnic on Sunday, June 10. The children are very excited about the games 

with Pastor Doug and the yummy food that everyone will bring. 

 

We have been busy learning our parts and songs for the Children’s Day Pageant. We think you will enjoy our 

production, The Four Seasons of Love. Our theme, “Love Your Neighbor as Yourself,” is communicated 

through the dialogue and music. The message of love is powerful. The Sunday school community thanks the 

Herreras for this wonderful piece of work. 

 

Our mission, Feed My Starving Children has exceeded our goal of $2,600.00. We have collected $1,421.11 

from our weekly Sunday school collections since the beginning of February. In addition, we have received 

$2,124.90 in the special Feed My Starving Children envelopes. Our total to date is $3,546.01. We thank all of 

you for your generosity and giving spirit. We will present a check to the organization on June 10. 

 

The children celebrated their mothers with plants and poems on Mother’s Day. We enjoyed giving them a 

special gift. All of the classes have been busy wrapping up our Sunday school lessons for the year. I thank all of 

the extraordinary teachers for the work they did this year to educate our children in Christianity and the Bible.  

 

Hope to see you all on June 10! 

In His Service, 

Pam Jones 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



June 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 
No Youth Group  

9:15 AM Praise and Worship  

9:30 AM Worship Service  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

28 

 
OFFICE 

CLOSED!  

29 
6:30 PM Choir 

Dinner in the 

Fellowship Hall  

30 31 1 2 

3 
9:15 AM Praise and Worship  

9:30 AM Worship Service 

and Group Class  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

4:00 PM Judith Milardo 

Recital using Sanctuary and 

Fellowship Hall  

4 

 

5 6 7 8 9 
8:00 AM Men's 

Breakfast at 

Mitchell's on 

Main  

4:00 PM Final 

Dress Rehearsal 

for Children's 

Day  

10 
9:30 AM Children's Day 

Service , “The Four Seasons 

of Love”  

12:00 PM Noon Picnic  

11 
 
7:00 PM Deacon 

Board Meeting 

12 13 
12:00 PM 

Ladies Daytime 

Fellowship 

Lunch out at 

Carmela’s in 

Middletown.  

14 

 

15 16 
11:00 AM 

Donohue Piano 

Recital using 

Sanctuary and 

Fellowship Hall  

17  
9:30 AM Worship Service  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

10:45 AM Finance and 

Property Board  

18 
 
 

19 20 21 
10:00 AM Elim 

Clergy Meeting  

7:00 PM 

Executive Board 

Meeting  

22 
6:30 PM 

 Al-Anon 

Meeting  

23 

24 
9:30 AM Mission Sunday 

Worship Service  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

25 26 27 
6:30 PM 

Summer Potluck 

in the Church 

Fellowship Hall  

28 29 30 

 

TOWN OF CROMWELL  

COLLECTING  
 

 
 

The Town is looking for school supplies for children in need.  They will need binders, book bags, notebooks, 

loose leaf paper (wide and college ruled), pencils, colored pencils, pens, crayons, markers, calculators, pencil 

bags, glue sticks, rulers, Kleenex and erasers. If you would like to contribute any of these items to the Town; the 
Church office will put a box out labeled school supplies in the Narthex.  They will be delivered to the Town in 

August before school starts. If you have any questions, please contact the Church office.  

 

 


