
Late Breaking Update – 4/3/2020 

The Church building will be closed thru 4/30/2020 due to the ongoing Coronavirus situation.  I 

have made updates to the newsletter to reflect this, and have left in much of the Holy Week 

material so that they’re available to for your devotions.    

Please pray – we need Jesus’ and God’s help more than ever these days.  Peace (and good 

health) to you until we meet again. 

In His service, Deacon Elaine Jones 

 

 

Facebook streaming:   

Pastor Doug continues to do morning devotions through live streaming on Facebook each day at 

9:30 a.m. On Saturday mornings he will be doing one for children using puppets that is 

specifically geared towards them. All grown children are welcome to watch.  On Sunday 

morning, it will be a longer message with scripture lessons and prayer.  

 

If you aren’t on Facebook, you can click on this link: https://www.facebook.com/FCCCromwell 

then scroll down until you see videos and Doug's face. Turn up the volume and enjoy!     

     

Or from our website (www.fcccromwell.org), click on the "Home" page, it should be on the 

upper left hand side of your screen, the drop down menu has "Welcome to your Church", right 

at the top of the list, click on that, it will open a page that has " Find Us on Facebook" in a box, 

it could be on the right or the bottom of the screen, depending on whether you are using a 

desktop computer or a smartphone. In the Find Us on Facebook box, you will see a video of 

Doug's message, you can play it right from there. That's all there is to it! The newest one is at 

the top, if you scroll down, you can watch the previous messages.      

     

Each one is only about 10 minutes, but they are comforting and help to renew your faith.  
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ATTENTION, ATTENTION, ATTENTION 

Dear Members and Friends,            April 2020 

 We are in a time that is unprecedented like anything else we have faced.  Who would have thought 

two weeks ago that our whole country would be virtually shut down, businesses closed, churches closed, 

hospitals and nursing homes closed, even my barber is closed (they are saying that in the next month we 

are going to know the true color of peoples’ hair, though there is a run on trying to buy hair coloring in 

the stores.) 

 Many people experience isolation and loneliness when cut off from human contact. I tend to be a 

hugger, so I find myself missing the human contact with those who I have come to love and cherish. The 

one thing that we have going for us is that there is no one who is more than a phone call away. We can 

facetime, skype, zoom, and talk with those whom we love. Families can have more time together instead 

of having to be always running around from event to event. Pull out the old board games, watch a good 

movie together. Take some time to walk as a family together in the park, of course while practicing 

proper social distancing.  

 I want to encourage all of us to take some deep breathes, relax, and realize that ultimately it is 

God that is control. My wife received a text from someone that said, 

 “It’s official, 100% of the world is under the control of God” 

With that being said, let us put our faith and trust in the living God who loves us and is there for us. In 

this time of fear, when so many are even near the point of panicking, we need to remember that each 

Sunday in the past, we all prayed together, “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” I don’t know 

why this is happening, but I do know the One who is sovereign and in control of all things. My 

responsibility is to live my life serving God and serving others. 

 As you are already aware, all church activities have been cancelled until at least April 30th at 

which time we will reevaluate the situation. At the present moment, all indications are that this time of 

closure will be extended. We will let the congregation know by Thursday of next week what is happening.  

 The Christian Clergy Council of Cromwell has decided that the Easter Sunrise Service is cancelled 

(However we will still be celebrating the resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus.) 

 St. Vincent De Paul’s soup kitchen has cancelled all groups coming in on Sunday evenings to do 

the meal, so we will not be serving on Sunday, April 5th.  

 With the uncertainty of when we will be meeting again, we will not be ordering Easter flowers 

this year, so if you have sent in money to order any, we will be refunding you. Should we be able to meet 

on Easter Sunday, we will order some flowers for the sanctuary.  

 I have listed all the activities for Holy Week here at the church, however all of that is contingent 

on how things proceed. It would appear that the coronavirus will be around for a while and until things 

make a dramatic change, we will remain closed. 

 As you are able, prayerfully consider sending in your tithes and offering so that the church can 

meet its financial obligations. Cliff Parker has sent an email out to everyone on how you can do this 

electronically. Your willingness to give at this time will help us immensely. 

 Please, please, please, if you or anyone in your family has any needs, do not hesitate to call Pastor 

Doug.   

                                                                         Pastor Doug 

 
 



HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
 

Although we will not be gathering in person during Holy Week, here are a few words from Pastor Doug 

to reflect upon. 
 

  PALM SUNDAY : WITHOUT HOPE, WE ARE LOST 

 

In this day and age everything seems to be changing around us faster and faster. I buy a new phone and within a 

month, a newer version comes out. I just get use to the latest updates on my computer and there are new ones 

sent. There is something within our human nature that seeks and desires some form of stability, especially in our 

faith. What is it that you hope for? Who do you place your hope in? 

 
 

  HE TAUGHT BY DEMONSTRATION HOW TO LOVE 
 

As I was reading the passages regarding the last supper that Jesus had with his disciples, I began to ponder what 

it must have been like for Jesus that last night. Here He was gathered around the table with the twelve knowing 

what was about to happen. He was about to be betrayed by one of the twelve, He is facing being beaten and 

whipped. He know that He is going to be nailed to the cross, but what is the icing on the cake is that He knows 

that when He is put on the cross all the sins of mankind will be placed upon Him and that He will be separated 

from God, His Father.   

Just as important as what He did, is how he did it. He demonstrated what it means to love unconditionally, 

especially to those who don’t love you. This is something that we truly need in the world today. Come experience 

His great love with us. 
 

 

 . 

The entire message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ is summed up on Good Friday. We look at before and during 

creation and lay the groundwork for understanding what Jesus’s coming, living, death, and resurrection is all 

about.  We remember His last seven words and the significance of what they mean to us today. 

 
 

 

EASTER SUNDAY:  UNDERSTANDING WHAT THE CHRIST EVENT IS ALL ABOUT 

In order to truly appreciate what the resurrection is all about, we need have a better understanding on what it is 

that God was intending and wanting to accomplish through Christ’s death and resurrection.  

  



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

During this time of isolation, it is important for us to maintain some kind of communication with each other in 

order to stay connected with each other. 

 

One of the things that we are going to do is to start sending a bi-weekly typed bulletin by email out to everyone 

with the purpose of keeping us informed. 

 

We will be asking you as members and friends to send to Pastor Doug any information that you have that you 

want to pass on to the congregation. Example: celebrations, prayer requests, things to do at home with the 

children, listing of good movies and books, scriptures and quotes you came across, that will help encourage 

someone else. Email this to Pastor Doug who will assemble it and put together a flyer to everyone keeping the 

congregation informed. Our first one will go out on Sunday, so send your submissions today. 

 

Pastor Doug 

 

Deacon Board 

If I were to put this whole coronavirus into perspective in the spiritual realm, I think it would look something 

like this. Remember, there are two realms, good and evil, Jesus and Satan.  How they would differ!!!! 
 

Satan:  

I will cause anxiety, fear and panic.  I will shut down business, schools, places of worship, and sporting events.  

I will cause economic turmoil. 
 

JESUS: 

I will bring together neighbors, restore the family unit, I will bring dinner back to the kitchen table.   

I will help people slow down their lives and appreciate what really matters.   

I will teach my children to rely on me and not the world.   

I will teach my children to trust me and not their money and material resources. 
 

Remember the words of Joseph, who was second in command to the King of Egypt, when he was addressing his 

11 brothers after he has revealed himself to them as the brother they sold into slavery. I’m sure they were 

shaking in their boots as to what their brother would do to them after what they had done to him. He said, 
 

“That which you intended for evil, God meant for good.” 
 

The beauty of our faith is that God overcomes all evil and can use it to create something beautiful and 

meaningful in His time, for He makes everything beautiful in His time. 
 

During this time period of Lent, we are encouraged to give something up.  People give up chocolate, wine, 

coffee, etc.  This year the Lord is forcing us to give up something (our busy, crazy, sometimes out of control 

schedules that have us running around until we lose track of what is really important.) One of them is to put our 

family first. He has provided an opportunity to return to what really matters, our families. 
 

This year we need to look at Lent as a time of what we gained.  Only the Lord knows what will happen.  When 

Easter arrives this year, where will we be?  Will we be able to celebrate this joyous day together as a church or 

with only those in our homes?  Wherever you are this Easter, celebrate with all your heart and soul.  Send 

praises to the Lord for He alone will guide us through the valley of death safely. 
 

All our prayers, Deacon Board. 



 

 

 

    “MILITARY WHIST” 

                                        (Card Party) 

                            First Congregational Church  

                   355 Main St. (Rte. 99) Cromwell, CT 

                              Tuesday, May 5, 2020  

                   Doors open @ 6:00 p.m. - $7/person  

                                 Free refreshments 

                   1st hand starts promptly @ 7:00 p.m.  

                     (game instruction by Kevin Welch) 
               NO EXPERIENCE OR RESERVATION REQUIRED 

(EASY TO LEARN) 

       All welcome – have fun with family, friends, and neighbors  

                         Raffle prizes  Door Prizes 
                      (donations support community projects)  

                         Contacts: Church Office: (860) 635-4806  

                                               

                                                Parking   on                                                    

                                                       
                                                      Main Street  

 
        Come play, easy to learn! Bring a friend or a team of 4! Make new friends!  

  



2nd Annual First Congregational Church of Cromwell  
Scramble Golf Tournament 

August 22, 2020 – 12:30pm Shot Gun Start  

 
                                                     

Dear Friends of the First Congregational Church of Cromwell, 

  

The First Congregational Church of Cromwell will be hosting our 2nd Annual First Congregational Church 

Scramble Golf Tournament on Saturday, August 22, 2020 at the Cedar Knob Golf Course in Somers, CT.  All 

proceeds from this golf tournament fundraiser will be used by the First Congregational Church to meet our 

annual budget obligations as well as to provide outreach within our community and to the Mission projects that 

we support.     

 

There are several ways you can help: 

Consider sponsoring our tournament at one of the following levels: 

  Gold – $1,000 includes 4 player packages and tee sponsorship on the course. 

  Silver – $500 includes 2 player packages and tee sponsorship on the course. 

  Bronze – $100 includes tee sponsorship on the course. 

  Friend – $50 includes recognition at our tournament. 

Player Package – $125 includes greens fees, player gifts, cart, lunch, dinner, and  

         tournament prizes. Additional raffles will be held at tournament.  

Raffle Prize – Donate a prize for our post tournament raffle. 

 

□   Yes, I want to help support these programs: 

__ Gold sponsor      $1,000 

__ Silver sponsor        $500 

__ Bronze sponsor $100 

__ Friend sponsor $50 

__ Player packages @ $125 each 

__ Raffle prize (please specify) ________________________________ 

 

Company name_______________________ 

Contact name and Telephone number _________________________ 

For further information, contact Cliff Parker (860) 632-2274 or parkertrav@aol.com 

 

Please make the checks payable to First Congregational Church and send them to:  

First Congregational Church  

P.O. Box 156 

Cromwell, CT 06416 

 

On behalf of the First Congregational Church, we thank you for your generous support. 

 

 

 

 

Doug Van Veldhuisen      Cliff Parker 

Pastor, First Congregational Church of Cromwell  Golf Tournament Coordinator 

 



2nd Annual First Congregational Church of Cromwell  
Scramble Golf Tournament 

August 22, 2020 – 12:30pm Shot Gun Start  
Cedar Knob Golf Course – Somers, CT 

                                                     
All proceeds from this golf tournament fundraiser will be used by the First Congregational Church to meet our 

annual budget obligations as well as to provide outreach within our community and to the Mission projects that 

we support.     

 

Please complete this form and return as noted below. 

 

GOLFER INFORMATION 
 

Golfer #1________________________________ Email________________________________ 

Golfer #2________________________________ Email________________________________ 

Golfer #3________________________________ Email________________________________ 

Golfer #4________________________________ Email________________________________ 

 

_____# Golf Registrations @ $125 

  Includes greens fees and cart, player gifts, lunch, and dinner 

  Registration starts at 11:30am 

Tournament prizes: longest drive, closest to the pin, low team gross, and hole in one  

  Additional raffles will be held at the tournament 

 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

_____Gold Sponsor $1,000  Wording on Sign____________________________ 

  Includes 4 player packages, tee sponsorship on the course, recognition in program 

_____Silver Sponsor $500  Wording on Sign____________________________ 

  Includes 2 player packages, tee sponsorship on the course, recognition in program 

_____Bronze Tee Sponsors @ $100 Wording on Sign____________________________ 

  Includes tee sponsorship, recognition in program 

_____Friend Sponsor $50 – includes recognition in program    

   

OTHER WAYS TO HELP 
 

_____Raffle Prize – Donate a prize to our post tournament raffle 

_____Goody Bag Donations – Opportunity to advertise/reach approximately 100 golfers 

 

Please Return Registration by August 1, 2020 Golf Tournament Coordinator 

 Make check’s Payable to:    Cliff Parker 

 First Congregational Church   Parkertrav@aol.com     

     860-632-2274 

 Mail to: 

  First Congregational Church 

P.O. Box 156 

Cromwell, CT 06416 

 

  



Vintage Items of the month 

Did you know? Going…going…gone, these unique items are March’s items of the month. So, while you’re 

practicing your social distancing and staying home wondering how many times you can watch Wheel of 

Fortune reruns, maybe clean out the basement instead.  

When the church reopens so will the tag sale room 

and we’ll be happy to take those no longer wanted discards. 

Metal Sucrets Box, 1980’s $8.00 

 

Metal Coasters , 1950’s $10.00 

 

Nutmeg Fair November 7, 2020  
 

Got stuff you don’t want?  

Think Tag Sale 

Cleaning out an attic? 

Think Vintage 

Not wearing your old bangles or beads?  

Think Vintage Jewelry 

Have an item or card to Re-Gift?  

Think Basket Raffle 

Got books in a box or not reading?  

Donate to the Book Nook  

Like to bake cookies, breads & pies?  

Talk to Nancy Clayton  

All Volunteers and Donations welcome!  



 

 

 

The Frank & Florence Pierson Scholarship Fund 
   

 Due to so many things being closed because of the coronavirus, we have extended the applications deadline to May 

1st rather than April 1st. Call either Pastor Doug or Tammy and have one of them email or mail you an application. 

 The Frank & Florence Pierson Scholarship Fund was created by Mr. & Mrs. Robert Daley in loving memory of 

Mrs. Daley’s parents.  

 The fund awards an annual scholarship to be announced the first Sunday in June to a deserving student selected by 

the Scholarship Committee of the First Congregational Church of Cromwell, CT.  

 The Scholarship Committee for this fund will consist of: one Property & Finance Board member, one Christian 

Education member, one Deacon Board member, and Margaret Daley or a successor designated by the Howard/Daley family 

in the event Mrs. Daley is unable to vote.  The Pastor will be an ex-officio (non-voting) member of the committee.  In case 

of a tie vote, the Daley family will make the final decision.  The decision of the Scholarship Committee is final.  

 In the event the committee does not find a suitable applicant, the scholarship will not be awarded that year, but 

added to the principal.  The amount of the award will be the interest accumulated during the previous year, less 15%, which 

will be added back to the principal.  

 The scholarship will be awarded to a student who demonstrates an overall commitment in the following areas of 

academics, arts, athletics, church activities, community involvement, leadership, etc.  

 Guidelines and instructions for applying for the Frank and Florence Pierson Scholarship Fund are as follows:  

1. Either the applicant or applicant’s parents must be members of the First Congregational Church.  

2. Applications may be filed by any student pursuing post High School education whether it is college, trade school, graduate 

school, or seminary. 

3. Completed applications must be filed on or before May 1st.  Call now for an application to be mailed or emailed.  

 

4. The scholarship will be awarded the first Sunday in June.  

 

 

 

 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 

2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 

3. The Church E-mail address is  

    fcchurch01@snet.net 

4. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday. 

5. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 

6. The office is temporarily closed, however, the mail and phones are being monitored. 

7. The church address: 355 Main St. P.O. 

    Box 156, Cromwell, CT 06416 

8. Facebook, find us listed at First Congregational Church Cromwell  

 
 

Remember to watch the church Facebook page to listen to  

  a brief devotional from Pastor Doug every morning at 9:30 a.m. 
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PUBLICITY!  

 

If you have need to put an article into the papers or need help with getting the word out about a special event, 

Lisa Paradis oversees our publicity. She has an inbox labeled publicity in the copy room office.   

 

Common Threads  

 
Our Prayer Shawl ministry will resume when the church re-opens.  If you like to knit or crochet and are looking 

for a meaningful service opportunity, please come and join us.  We meet the second Monday from September 

through May (excluding December).  We would love to have you all join us.   
 

Thank you,   

Dana Greco 

 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, April 16th (via conference call) at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports from the 

different boards, review the church budget, and discuss any new business of the church. The Board members are 

either the Chairman or alternate of each board, Church Treasurer, Church Clerk and two Members at Large. The 

Members at Large are to represent the church as a whole and are available to you, the congregation, to talk with 

about any concerns that you feel need to be addressed within the church, to express your opinion about any issues, 

or to share with them how you feel things are within the church, both the positive and negative. Your 

representatives are James Steele and Pat Czerwonka.  Please feel free to call them or see them at church and talk 

with them.  

 

Financials 
 

As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in January, we will keep everyone up to date on a monthly basis as to 

how the church finances are doing.  

 

Period Ending: February 29, 2020 

Income:            $29, 940.91 

Expense:            $33, 713.95 

Income (Under) Expenses:    ($3,773.04)   

 

 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST will resume at a future date.  

  

 

 

 
 
 
 



The Ladies Daytime Fellowship  
 

The Ladies Daytime Fellowship potluck luncheon will resume at a future date.   All ladies are welcome to 

attend.  Please bring your favorite dish. Dessert, coffee and tea will be provided. Join us for a great time of 

fellowship.  

 

 

 

 

The Drive to fill Blessing Bags is still on.  It is scheduled to run from April 1st to May 31st.  Due to the present 

coronavirus, the church building will be closed until at least the end of April.  During this period, we ask those 

donating ESSENTIAL, PERSONAL CARE items (all foods excluded), to call Pastor Doug before dropping-off 

items at the church.  Pastor Doug is scheduled to be in his office from 9am to noon on Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday and Friday for the foreseeable future.  Please use the North entrance staircase (driveway side of 

church building) to place your donations or to enter the kitchen.   

Please note that our annual serving of food on Palm Sunday, at St. Vincent DePaul's, has been cancelled due to 

the present world-wide virus. 

May God keep you safe and healthy through these unusually trying times. 

In His Service 

Carolyn Decko, Rob Foberg and John Savvides 

 

Added 4/3/2020 (Clergy council concerns): 
 
1. The Amazing Grace Food Pantry in Middletown is in need the following food items: Pasta, Pasta Sauce, 

Baked Beans, Peanut Butter, Canned Tuna, Boxed Cereal and Mac-N-Cheese.    If you have other non-

perishable canned or boxed foods, they are also welcome. Donations are accepted at 16 Stack Street, 

Middletown, every Wednesday and Friday between 9:00 and 4:00 p.m.   If you would like to make a donation 

but do not want to drive, starting Friday, April 3rd at noon, there will be two baskets on the front porch of the 

church where you can place your donations. They will be emptied every morning and night and then dropped 

off by the church to Amazing Grace Food Pantry.     

     
2. Many communities showing support for those that are on the front lines helping those affected by the corona 

virus by placing red hearts on their front doors, putting up Christmas lights or a single window light in the 

window, or putting out luminaries. We are encouraging those who want to join in to do something to let others 

know we care.     

 

  



 

 

 

April 2020 (All events are cancelled) 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

29 

9:15 AM Praise and Worship  

9:30 AM Worship Service and 

Sunday School  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

4:00 PM Youth Group In-

House Meeting 

30 31 1 

12:00 PM Ladies 

Daytime 

Fellowship 

Potluck Luncheon  

2 

6:00 PM Men's 

Bible Study  

3 4 

5 

 
9:15 AM Praise and Worship  

9:30 AM Palm Sunday 

Worship Service and Sunday 

School  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

6 
6:30 PM Deacon 

Board Meeting  

7 
7:00 PM Choir  

8 9 

 
 

7:00 PM Maundy 

Thursday Service  

10 

 
 

7:00 PM Good 

Friday Service  

11 
8:00 AM Men's 

Breakfast at 

Mitchell’s on 

Main Street 

9:30 AM Finance 

and Property 

Meeting  

12 

 
 

9:30 AM Easter Worship 

Service and Sunday School  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

13 

6:30 PM 

Common Threads 

in Fireside Room  

14 

7:00 PM Choir  
15 

7:00 PM Blue 

Star Mom's  

7:00 PM 

Women's Bible 

Study  

16 

7:00 PM Executive 

Board Meeting  

17 

6:30 PM 

Alanon/Alateen 

Meeting  

18 

19 
9:15 AM Praise and Worship  

9:30 AM Worship Service and 

Sunday School  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

4:00 PM Youth Group In-

House Meeting 

 

20 21 
7:00 PM Choir  

22 23 
6:00 PM Men's 

Bible Study  

24 25 
Youth Group 

Clothing Drive 

Delivers to Savers  

26 

9:15 AM Praise and Worship  

9:30 AM Worship Service and 

Sunday School  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

2:00 PM Anna Doering 

Concert  

27 

5:00 PM 

Cromwell 

Historical Society 

Potluck Supper  

28 

7:00 PM Choir  
29 

7:00 PM 

Women's Bible 

Study  

30 1 2 

 

 

We need to continue to practice proper social distancing until we can kick this virus and move forward. 
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