
 

Dear Members and Friends,                May 2020 
 

Recently, Dana Greco’s son, DJ, came to the church to take some pictures for a school project that he is working 

on. He also asked me five questions regarding the coronavirus and the church. The one question that caught my 

attention was question number 4 – “Has the church ever experienced this kind of crisis before?”  
 

In thinking about this I wrote back to him the following: 

“I would say yes, the church has been through several difficult times. The church has been in existence now for 

305 years, so it was around 1918 when the flu influenza struck the USA and 550,000 died, over 40 million world-

wide died. You will find in the historian’s report how the flu pandemic of 1918 influenced our nation. But it is 

not just pandemics that have had an impact on our nation. 

How about the wars that we participated in? In the American Revolutionary War (1775-1783) 25,000 men died, 

In the Civil War (1861-1865) we lost 214,938 men, in WW1 (1917-1918) we lost 116,511 lives, in WWII (1941-

1945) we lost 405,399 lives, the Korean War (1950-1953) we lost 36,915 lives, the Vietnam war (1955-1975) we 

lost 58,209 lives, the Afghanistan  and Iraq wars over 4,000 lives. This does not include the lives lost in a number 

of smaller wars that Americans were involved in. There is a plaque in the Fellowship Hall with the names of those 

who died in service in some of these wars from our community. 
  

The church was here during the great depression in 1929-1930 that affected almost everyone and as a church 

community we dealt with 9/11 and the 3,000+ lives lost.  
 

I believe that what enabled this church to go through all these difficult tragedies was the people’s faith in a 

sovereign God and their uniting together and helping each another, not only church members but members of our 

community.” 
 

In thinking more about how we as a nation have responded to what is happening, what I find interesting is that 

there is not one other time in our history as a nation that we have shut down like it has today. People still went to 

work, they worshipped, they mingled, and they got through it. They even wore face masks and did social 

distancing, but the nation did not shut down. I’m not saying that what has been done is right or wrong, I just find 

it interesting.  
 

Some people are ready to go back to work, ready to start socializing, ready to get back to some normalcy, whatever 

that might be. Because the coronavirus is so new and we know so little about it, there is a need to use caution that 

uses good hygiene practices and social distancing.  
 

Through all of this, I can only hope that this experience has made us wiser, drawn our families closer together 

and maybe even helped us to re-prioritize our lives, putting the things that are most important first.  
 

Jesus Himself in the Gospel of Matthew said, “Seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and His righteousness, and all 

these things shall be added unto you.” What things? Those basic things that we need in order to live, food, water, 

clothing, housing and basic possessions. What is it that we are to seek first – GOD.  
                                                                         

I am looking forward to the day when we can come together, we can feel free to give hugs and fellowship with 

each other over a dessert and a cup of coffee, but until then let all of us find creative means to keep in touch. 

                                    

                                                                                                                   In His Love and in Your Service,  

                                                                                                                   Pastor Doug 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

Every morning at 9:30 a.m. Pastor Doug gives a short devotion on Facebook. Then on Sunday 

there is a service with Pastor Doug, a deacon, and Nancy Robbins our organist at 9:30. 

If you do not have Facebook, go to the church website is www.fcccromwell.org and click on Facebook 

and you will be able to see and hear devotions and services. 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 

Due to the uncertainty of when the state will re-open, we will let you know when we are 

going to re-open and how. 
 

1 The handicap ramp from the Fellowship to the elevator to go up to the sanctuary has been given a fresh coat  

    of paint. 

2. The stairs to access the library has been given a fresh coat of paint. 

3. All new electrical outlets were installed in the Fellowship Hall. 

4. The windows of the Fellowship Hall were painted as well as the southeast wall. 

5. The flower beds along the driveway have been cleaned and are ready for a fresh layer of  

     mulch in the next few weeks. 

6. Pastor Doug did a funeral service for Lynda Marie Wierenga who passed away on April 16. 

7. Kevin Griffin, our sexton, has been busy doing extra cleaning projects around the church.  

8. The row of pews on the south side are being painted, the communion cup holders and the  

     visitor card holders are being sanded and given a fresh coat of linseed oil, and the hymnal  

     racks are being stripped down to bare cast iron from years of paint to be shellacked and reinstalled. 

9. Rev. Joshua Banks, one of the main leaders from Pivot Ministry passed away the week of  

     April 20th. Our prayers go out to his family. 

10.With the last big rainstorm, we found that there is a lot water leaking in the belfry. We have  

      been in touch with both our insurance company and T Mobil to come and access the damage.  

      Further information will be forth coming. 

11. It was decided that the Bike-A-Thon that was being planned on September 12 to raise money for various  

      food banks has been cancelled until the following year as it would be difficult to ask for donations after  

      what we have been through as a result of the corona virus 
 

ATTENTION – ATTENTION – ATTENTION 
 

As of right now, April 27th, Governor Lamont has shut down the state until at least May 20th at which time they 

will re-evaluate as to when churches and other facilities can begin to open. However, things can change in a 

moment as there seems to be a push to re-open businesses, etc.  
 

Unless something dramatically changes, we don’t foresee the church re-opening until sometime late May, early 

June. However, because we have never faced something like this in our lifetime, no one knows for sure. When 

we reopen, it will most likely come with some conditions. 

-Everyone will be required to wear a face mask so that will put a damper on coffee hour. 

-People will be asked to sit 6 feet away from others. 

-There may even be a limit of how many people can meet at the same time. 
 

I just received a document from a member of the church with a list of 25 questions that need to be asked and 

addressed by churches as they re-open. Our Deacon Board will be discussing this in depth at our May meeting. 
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call Pastor Doug. Please watch your e-mail for further notice. 
 

I want to thank so many of you who have been so generous in your giving to the church through the mail. As of 

March 31st, 2020, our income exceeded our expenses by $12.00. It may not sound like much, but usually by this 

time over the last few years, we are in the negative. 
 

So, thank you, thank you, thank you!!!!!!! 

 



Historian 
 

In 1918 the world experienced a flu pandemic. Our Pastor was Homer Hildreth (1909 – 1919) 
 

I will be looking through our documents to see what our church recorded during that time.  
 

In an article at Connecticuthistory.org I read that viruses were unknown at that time. Penicillin had not yet been 

discovered. Movements of soldiers in World War 1 contributed to transmission of the flu. The port of New 

London was the first outbreak in Connecticut. There were nearly 9,000 deaths in Connecticut (about 1% of our 

population) Much like today, local leaders closed churches & schools, cancelled public events, and banned 

public funerals. 
 

Home remedies included: “camphor (“placed in a bag and hung from one’s neck,” according to The Courant), 

onions (either eaten or worn on the body), whiskey, and prayer.”  
 

A US Public Health Service Flyer in 1918 urged folks: “Do not spit on floor or sidewalk.” 
 

connecticuthistory.org  The Spanish Influenza Pandemic 9.20.2019 by David Drury 
 

I would also like to record what our church is doing at this time. Please let me know what you, your committee, 

board, etc. are doing. 
 

I love that we can get together every morning and on Sundays and hope you are all well. 
 

Thanks. 

Lorrie Huffaker 

Church Historian 

 

Sunday School News 
 

I’m sorry to say there is not much new to report from the Sunday school.  We continue to hope and pray that we 

will be able to get back together before the school year ends.  If things turn around for June, some dates to keep 

in mind: 
 

Sunday, June 7th – Group Class will rehearse for Children’s Day 

Saturday, June 13th – 4:30 – 6:30 pm – Rehearsal for Children’s Day with Pizza dinner following. 

Sunday, June 14th – 9:30 am – Children’s Day Church Services with All-Church Picnic to follow at Pierson 

Park. 
 

God Bless You All during this time. 
 

Dana Greco and Rosemary Fredericks 
 

Youth Group News 
 

The Clothing Drive fundraiser for Savers has been postponed until July.  Continue to save your clothing 

donations to bring to the youth group room when the church reopens.  Hope everyone is managing all right 

during this difficult time. 
 

Sincerely, 

Dana Greco and Scott Conquest 
 



A Note from the Tag Sale 

We may not be sorting and pricing, but we are SELLING. We earned $581 from 

April 1 -April 20, sending out 75 packages, hoping this will help with our budget, 

as we must cancel other fund-raising activities.  Below are a couple of examples of 

items sold this past month.  Thank you for your donations, please continue to hold 

onto your no longer wanted treasures, when we open up the church, they can be 

dropped off.  Bubble wrap and small boxes are ALWAYS appreciated, so rather 

than recycle it, save it for our shipping, it can be brought to Jean Dunning’s home, 

if you don’t want to hold onto it. Please leave it on top of the blue recycling bin in 

the driveway. 
 

Sunglasses $23.00 

 
Phone $43.00 

 
NUTMEG FAIR      November 7, 2020 

Did you know Nutmeg is TWO spices in one?  

 Nutmeg from its seed and Mace from the seed covering. 
 

Did you know the Nutmeg Fair has TWO purposes? 

Fellowship from its planning and Fundraising from its activities. 
 

Did you know the Nutmeg Fair gives you TWO outreach opportunities? 

A chance to donate items to sell and repurpose and a chance for you to give to your 

church by volunteering your time and talent. 
 

Help support the Nutmeg Fair and be a TWO-TIME winner! 

  



2nd Annual First Congregational Church of Cromwell  
Scramble Golf Tournament 

August 22, 2020 – 12:30pm Shot Gun Start  

 
                                                     

Dear Friends of the First Congregational Church of Cromwell, 

  

The First Congregational Church of Cromwell will be hosting our 2nd Annual First Congregational Church 

Scramble Golf Tournament on Saturday, August 22, 2020 at the Cedar Knob Golf Course in Somers, CT.  All 

proceeds from this golf tournament fundraiser will be used by the First Congregational Church to meet our 

annual budget obligations as well as to provide outreach within our community and to the Mission projects that 

we support.     

 

There are several ways you can help: 

Consider sponsoring our tournament at one of the following levels: 

  Gold – $1,000 includes 4 player packages and tee sponsorship on the course. 

  Silver – $500 includes 2 player packages and tee sponsorship on the course. 

  Bronze – $100 includes tee sponsorship on the course. 

  Friend – $50 includes recognition at our tournament. 

Player Package – $125 includes greens fees, player gifts, cart, lunch, dinner, and  

         tournament prizes. Additional raffles will be held at tournament.  

Raffle Prize – Donate a prize for our post tournament raffle. 

 

□   Yes, I want to help support these programs: 

__ Gold sponsor      $1,000 

__ Silver sponsor        $500 

__ Bronze sponsor $100 

__ Friend sponsor $50 

__ Player packages @ $125 each 

__ Raffle prize (please specify) ________________________________ 

 

Company name_______________________ 

Contact name and Telephone number _________________________ 

For further information, contact Cliff Parker (860) 632-2274 or parkertrav@aol.com 

 

Please make the checks payable to First Congregational Church and send them to:  

First Congregational Church  

P.O. Box 156 

Cromwell, CT 06416 

 

On behalf of the First Congregational Church, we thank you for your generous support. 

 

Doug Van Veldhuisen      Cliff Parker 

Pastor, First Congregational Church of Cromwell  Golf Tournament Coordinator 

 

 

 



2nd Annual First Congregational Church of Cromwell  

Scramble Golf Tournament 

August 22, 2020 – 12:30pm Shot Gun Start  

Cedar Knob Golf Course – Somers, CT 
                                                     

All proceeds from this golf tournament fundraiser will be used by the First Congregational Church to meet our 

annual budget obligations as well as to provide outreach within our community and to the Mission projects that 

we support.     

 

Please complete this form and return as noted below. 

 

GOLFER INFORMATION 
 

Golfer #1________________________________ Email________________________________ 

Golfer #2________________________________ Email________________________________ 

Golfer #3________________________________ Email________________________________ 

Golfer #4________________________________ Email________________________________ 

 

_____# Golf Registrations @ $125 

  Includes greens fees and cart, player gifts, lunch, and dinner 

  Registration starts at 11:30am 

Tournament prizes: longest drive, closest to the pin, low team gross, and hole in one  

  Additional raffles will be held at the tournament 

 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

_____Gold Sponsor $1,000  Wording on Sign____________________________ 

  Includes 4 player packages, tee sponsorship on the course, recognition in program 

_____Silver Sponsor $500  Wording on Sign____________________________ 

  Includes 2 player packages, tee sponsorship on the course, recognition in program 

_____Bronze Tee Sponsors @ $100 Wording on Sign____________________________ 

  Includes tee sponsorship, recognition in program 

_____Friend Sponsor $50 – includes recognition in program    

   

OTHER WAYS TO HELP 
 

_____Raffle Prize – Donate a prize to our post tournament raffle 

_____Goody Bag Donations – Opportunity to advertise/reach approximately 100 golfers 

 

Please Return Registration by August 1, 2020 Golf Tournament Coordinator 

 Make check’s Payable to:    Cliff Parker 

 First Congregational Church   Parkertrav@aol.com     

     860-632-2274 

 Mail to: 

  First Congregational Church 

P.O. Box 156 

Cromwell, CT 06416 

 

 



FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 

2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 

3. The Church E-mail address is  

    fcchurch01@snet.net 

4. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday. 

5. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 

6. The office hours are: Mon. – Thurs. 9 – 2 

     p.m. The secretary is off on Friday.  

7. The church address: P.O. Box 156,  

 Cromwell, CT 06416 

8. Facebook, find us listed at First      

    Congregational Church Cromwell  
 

Remember to watch the church Facebook page 

to listen to Pastor Doug give a brief devotional 

every morning at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 

 
PUBLICITY!  

 

If you have need to put an article into the papers or 

need help with getting the word out about a special 

event, Lisa Paradis oversees our publicity. She has 

an inbox in the copy room office.  

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, May 

21st at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports from the different 

boards, review the church budget, and discuss any 

new business of the church. The Board members are 

either the Chairman or alternate of each board, 

Church Treasurer, Church Clerk and two Members 

at Large. The Members at Large are to represent the 

church as a whole and are available to you, the 

congregation, to talk with about any concerns that 

you feel need to be addressed within the church, to 

express your opinion about any issues, or to share 

with them how you feel things are within the church, 

both the positive and negative. Please feel free to call 

them or see them at church and talk with them.  

 

 

Financials 
 

As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in January, 

we will keep everyone up to date on a monthly basis 

as to how the church finances are doing.  

 

Period Ending: March 31, 2020 

Income:            $ 49,172.26 

Expense:            $ 49,159.58 

Income (Under) Expenses:           $12.68   

 

 

 

May Schedule 
 

 

Scheduling of people will be determined when the 

governor says that we can return to worship.  
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Mission Board 

 

Greetings to our Church family.  We, on the 

Missions Board, hope and pray that you are all well 

and are practicing your social distancing when you 

are out and about. 
 

As we look forward, with uncertainty, it is highly 

probable that the visit from Pivot Ministries on 

September 20th, as well as other events, may have 

to be rescheduled to a later date or cancelled.  We 

intend on contacting Pivot Ministries, sometime in 

June, to discuss the situation at that time. 

        

Due to the present pandemic we, as a board, thought 

it highly necessary that we contact our missionaries 

with personal letters of our gratitude as well as that 

of our Church Family.  We are writing to let 

them know that we are praying for them and that we 

appreciate everything that they do in the name of 

Jesus.  Our missionaries are on the front lines every 

day, and we need to let them know that they are not 

alone.  If anyone feels the urge to contact one or 

more of our missionaries, you may contact any one 

of us on the board for the necessary address(es).     
 

We pray that you continue to be well and that we 

may share each other's company soon.  In the 

meantime, we all continue to rely on God to get us 

through this horrific event.  The following may give 

you some comfort: 

 

Psalm 46: 1-3 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help 

in trouble. Therefore, we will not fear though the 

earth should change, though the mountains shake in 

the heart of the sea; thought its waters roar and 

foam, though the mountains tremble with the 

tumult.  

 

In HIS Service 

 

Carolyn Decko 

Rob Foberg 

John Savvides 
  

  


