
“I’m speaking to you as dear friends. Don’t be bluffed into silence or insincerity by the 

threats… True, they can kill you, but then what can they do? There’s nothing they can do 

to your soul, your core being. Save your fear for God, who holds your entire life—body and 

soul—in his hands” (Luke 12:4-5, MSG). 
 

Dear Members and Friends,             June 2020 
 

The following is from C. S. Lewis; it was written in 1948 after the dawn of the atomic age. It 

seems appropriate for today and what we are facing. 
 

“In one way we think a great deal too much of the atomic bomb. ‘How are we to live in an 

atomic age?’ I am tempted to reply: ‘Why, as you would have lived in the sixteenth century 

when the plague visited London almost every year, or as you would have lived in a Viking age 

when raiders from Scandinavia might land and cut your throat any night; or indeed, as you are 

already living in an age of cancer, an age of syphilis, an age of paralysis, an age of air raids, an 

age of railway accidents, an age of motor accidents.’ 

In other words, do not let us begin by exaggerating the novelty of our situation. Believe me, dear 

sir or madam, you and all whom you love were already sentenced to death before the atomic 

bomb was invented: and quite a high percentage of us were going to die in unpleasant ways. We 

had, indeed, one very great advantage over our ancestors—anesthetics; but we have that still. It is 

perfectly ridiculous to go about whimpering and drawing long faces because the scientists have 

added one more chance of painful and premature death to a world which already bristled with 

such chances and in which death itself was not a chance at all, but a certainty. 
 

This is the first point to be made: and the first action to be taken is to pull ourselves together. If 

we are all going to be destroyed by an atomic bomb, let that bomb – when it comes – find us 

doing sensible and human things—praying, working, teaching, reading, listening to music, 

bathing the children, playing tennis, chatting to our friends over a pint and a game of darts—not 

huddled together like frightened sheep and thinking about bombs. 
 

They may break our bodies (a microbe can do that) but they need not dominate our minds.” 
 

True humility is not thinking less of yourself; it is thinking of yourself less. 

May this one-of-a-kind day find us doing sensible and human things – praying, working, 

teaching, reading, listening to music, bathing the children, playing tennis, chatting to our friends 

over a pint via Zoom or a virtual game of darts – not huddled together like frightened sheep and 

thinking about Covid.        Pastor Doug 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

  

Miss you all terribly!!!  Hope everyone is doing well.  Sunday School kids - look for something 

in the mail from me over the summer.  See you in September!!!  

 The Sunday School Picnic has been postponed until Sunday, September 13th which is 

Rally Day. We have once again reserved Pierson Park for our all church picnic. 

 

Dana Greco,  

Sunday School Superintendent 
 



REOPENING OF THE CHURCH 

SUNDAY, JUNE 21, 2020 

9:30 A.M. 
 

On Thursday, May 21st, the Executive Board voted to reopen the church on Sunday, June 21st. 

If you are unable to attend or do not feel safe attending yet, we will continue to livestream on 

Facebook and post service on our web page. 

 

The following are guidelines as to how things will be done as there will need to be changes made.  

 

 If you feel healthy and are comfortable coming to worship with others, then please come.  

If you are not feeling well or have been in contact with someone with the coronavirus, 

please stay home and watch the service on livestream 
 

 Please enter in by the Sanctuary door only. All other doors will be locked. 
 

 Everyone is asked to wear a mask for both their own and other people’s protection. 
 

 All Bibles, hymnals, and pew cushions have been removed for health reasons. If you need 
to, please bring your own cushion that will return home with you at the end of the service. 

 

 .As you enter the front door, it is our hope to have an usher whose sole job is to take your  
temperature with the infrared thermometer we have ordered. 

 

 There will be a bulletin handed to you by an usher at the front door. 
 

 All persons will enter by the right door and those wishing to sit on the piano side will need 
to walk around the front of the church. 

 

 There will be no offering plates, offerings can be placed in a box at the front of the church  

 marked, “Offerings” 
 

 Families are asked to sit together. 
 

 Pews will be taped off in order to maintain proper social distancing.  
 

 Please, there is to be no physical contact until such a time it is deemed safe. 
 

 When the service is over, you will be asked to exit through the right back door only. 
 

 There will be no coffee hour until further notice. 
 

 Please no socializing within the church. 
 

 Bathrooms are still available downstairs. 
 

 

There will be no children’s programs until further notice. (We pray we can start up in the fall). 
 

WE APPRECIATE EVERYONE’S CO-OPERATION 

AS WE WORK ON GETTING BACK TOGETHER. 
 

I look forward to seeing everyone who feels comfortable coming to church on June 21st, but I 

especially look forward to when we can all gather and feel safe. 



 

DEAR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS                     JUNE 2020 
 

On Thursday, May 21, 2020, the Executive Board met for its monthly meeting. Though we could 

not be together physically, it sure was nice to hear everyone’s voice.  
 

Let me begin by saying thank you to all those who have so faithfully been giving to the church 

even though we are not open. As you can see by the report later on, we are, as of the end of April, 

$700+ to the good, which is really good. Please continue to give as you are able and also know 

that if you or someone you know has a need, please let us know.  
 

About 2 months ago, the church had an electric energy audit done by Artis Energy Solutions. The 

following recommendations were made to help us have greater energy efficiency measures. 

1. Retrofit the existing fluorescent T8 fixtures throughout the church with a high efficiency  

    LED lamp and driver solution. 

2. Replace the existing incandescent and compact fluorescent lamps with low consumption  

    LED lamps. 

3. Replace the existing incandescent candelabra lamps with LED candelabra lamps. 

4. Install occupancy sensors for additional savings. 

5. Replace existing exterior lighting with efficient LED fixtures. 
 

The estimated cost for material and labor is $8,618 with an estimated incentive payback of $2,154. 

The Executive Board after much discussion voted to go ahead with this project. We will take a 

personal loan from our investments and pay ourselves back each month with the savings we receive 

from our estimated monthly cost for electricity. Based on their estimated financial summary, we 

should be able to pay ourselves back completely in less than four years with no interest charges.  
 

Artis Energy will be submitting the proposal to the utility company for final approval and then 

once we sign the agreement, work will begin. 
 

The Executive Board voted to hire Myron Johnson to fix and repair the front steps and walk into 

the sanctuary as the salt has done considerable damage and causing the sidewalk and step to 

become brittle. As this is a safety issue it was decided to go forward with this as soon as possible. 

The cost is $800.00. 
 

When we updated the sound system in the Fellowship Hall, we asked Best Buy to give us a 

proposal to install 2 -75” TV monitors in the Sanctuary. The initial cost was $3,270 for the 

monitors. As you saw on the prior page, all Bibles, hymnals and pew cushions are being 

temporarily removed from the sanctuary for health precautions. So that we can sing hymns and 

read the Bible together, the Executive Board has voted to proceed with the installation of the 

monitors and all necessary wiring and material. The final cost came to just over $4,034 which 

includes the monitors. This is being paid out of two funds of already existing money: $2,475 from 

the Sanctuary Tech Fund and $1,559 from the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. Everything should be 

installed and up and running by mid-June by the time we return to church on June 21st. 
 

We are also looking at investing in a better recording camera for our services as we will continue 

to livestream both the Sunday morning service as well as our daily devotions. 

            

 



 

MISSION BOARD 
 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 

We hope that this newsletter finds all of our church family and friends safe, happy, healthy and 

abiding to social distancing. 
 

We are sad to inform you that Reverend Joshua Banks, Spiritual Director of Pivot 

Ministries, passed away in April.  He was big in stature but a very gentle and caring spirit and 

will be missed by those of us who were lucky enough to have known him, albeit only for a short 

time.   
 

The following is the letter we received from Pivot Ministry written by Rev. Richard Williams, 

Director of Pivot Ministries. 

 “I am deeply saddened to announce the loss of our dear friend and colleague, Rev. Joshua 

Banks, Spiritual Director of Pivot Ministries. 

For all of you who knew Minister Banks, you know how deep our loss is – he was the spiritual 

heartbeat of our campus. His love for the Word of God is how we will remember him. His one 

intention, his one goal, his one purpose was for men who entered Pivot to come to know Jesus 

Christ. 

 A graduate of Pivot Ministries himself, Minister Banks embodied the principals and 

values of Pivot which he selflessly poured into the men who were seeking new life and now 

consider him to be their spiritual father. His teachings, counsel, and leadership impacted the lives 

of so many men – many of whom say today, ‘I wouldn’t have made it through Pivot without 

Minister Banks.’ 

 As we celebrate his life, we also celebrate God’s mercy which waits at every end: life and 

death. One thing for sure, one thing for certain, Minister Banks had come to know Christ in a 

personal way and knew Him to be his ever-present help in times of trouble. During the last few 

days when I visited Minister Banks, he was fasting and praying without ceasing. 

 We come together now to support and comfort his wife, Dorothy, and his entire family 

knowing that God’s comfort and mercy covers them during this time. Continue to pray for us. 

We will forever miss Minister Banks. He will never be forgotten. It feels like the world is 

standing still right now. 

 With Love, Rev. Richard Williams” 
 

Also, we have heard from the Crum’s of Wycliffe (excerpts from the letter below).   
 

 “It is difficult to know whether translations overall have been slowed due to COVID-19 

outbreak, however in the grand scheme of human history, God’s Word can only advance (Is. 

55:10-11). It is our prayer that this terrible outbreak will result in salvation for millions who do 

not yet know that God loves them and is offering forgiveness of sins and eternal life to those who 

turn to Him in repentance. Let us pray to this end. SIL is using its language and technology skills 

to help slow the pandemic. We have produced hand washing guides in hundreds of languages 

using our language date and artificial intelligence. 

 While Alex was in North Carolina during the first week of February, months of fatigue 

culminated in an unprecedented bout of insomnia for Laura. He came home as soon as possible, 



but the resulting burnout has impacted us. After seeing many doctors and a counselor, Laura has 

seen improvement in her health, but it is not back to normal. 

 Alex now works at home (20-30 hours a week) and Laura continues to home school and 

having the children on a routine as to meals, school, chores, and rest time it is working out. 

 In February, the International Linguistics Center requested that all long-term renters (like 

ourselves) find off center housing to free up space for short term visitors and students. All that is 

on hold as our entire center is in quarantine lockdown. Thank God the children have 80 acres of 

woods behind where we live to play in. 

 Like so many our finances are in flux. We are currently down to $650 per month. Many 

of our sponsors have retired, been laid off, had increased expenses and so on and I know this is a 

difficult time we are understanding. Please pray for us that God will raise up others to support us.  

 Laura needed to renew her health care licensures by the end of May which included 

certification in CPR. God provided a student on campus who is a licensed CPR instructor and 

was able to complete the course 

 Our prayer requests are as follows: for the sick and dying to hear God’s Word of 

Salvation; Unity, common vision writing SIL; Bible translation to advance during the pandemic; 

and for wisdom regarding health, work, schooling and housing. 

 We praise God for: you our partners who make this ministry possible, for Laura’s slowly 

returning health; for the ability to continue schooling and SIL works; and for our hard-working 

co-workers who support Bible translation while meeting the demand of the pandemic. Trusting 

Him with you, The Crums”  

 To receive a full copy of either letter, please email us and we will send it out to you as we 

are able 

 As usual, we'd love to know prayer requests we can be lifting to the Father with you. 
 

In His service - Carolyn Decko, Rob Foberg, and John Savvides 
 

NUTMEG FAIR 

November 7, 2020 

It is said the month of June is for Brides, but it is also perfect for getting ready for 

the Nutmeg Fair. 
 

Something Old:  Lost treasures are being collected to sell online and in the 

Vintage Shop. 

Something New:  Try out that new cookie, bread, or cake recipe for the Bake Sale.  

Something Borrowed:  Your unwanted items could be just what someone else 

needs from the Tag Sale.   

Something Blue: Faithful stories and imaginative adventures that survive 

generations can be found in the Book Nook. 

And a Silver Sixpence in her shoe: Donations are being taken for those potential 

lucky winners at the Basket Raffle. 
 

Contact Ginny Pierson for more information on how to donate or volunteer. 



DEACON’S CORNER 
 

Psalm 56:3  

When I am afraid, I put my trust in you. 

 

Philippians 4:6-7  

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses 

all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

 While we are dealing with the uncertainties of our lives as they are today, we are feeling 

nervous, itchy, restless, restricted, fearful, and a variety of many other emotions.  As we contend 

with those issues let us look at some of the positive outcomes experienced that can guide us to a 

better normal.  May God open our minds to things we have felt were not important enough to 

correct. 

 Many families are having meals together. 

 Children are seeing more of their parents. 

 Air pollution has been significantly reduced. 

 Our waters are less polluted. 

 Smog is either gone or greatly reduced. 

 We are honoring our service workers who have previously been pretty much ignored. 

 Many of us have stepped up to the plate in assisting others in need. 

 We are using more creative ways to work and do business. 

 Hopefully, we are thinking in terms of “we” rather than “me”. 

 

 As we begin to gradually open-up and come out of this, may we work, in good faith, 

towards a normal that is kinder to all people and to our environment.   

 Your Deacons, along with the Executive Board are looking at the safest and best way to 

get us back into our church facilities.  We are deeply concerned about our members’ and friends’ 

safety, security, and participation.  We are currently involved in researching information and 

ways we can best serve our congregation once we begin to open and gather.  Realizing that while 

it will be somewhat of a different experience, we will benefit by being together; no matter how 

different that together will be. God brought us to this, and God will bring us through this. 
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HISTORIAN ARTICLE  

 

 

 I have been scanning 

one of our many 

Binders: Historical 

Document: Odds & 

Ends. 

 

I found: 

Letters from the 1930’s 

 

Annual Meeting 

notices 

 

History of the First 

Church in Cromwell 

1715 – 1915 

 

History of the First 

Congregational 

Church of Cromwell 

(275th Anniversary) 

 

Biography of Rev. 

Homer Hildreth 

 

And - a bulletin from 

May 23, 1915 for the 

celebration of the 200th 

Anniversary of our 

church. Do you see 

anything different 

about the church 

building? 

 



2nd Annual First Congregational Church of Cromwell  

Scramble Golf Tournament 

August 22, 2020 – 12:30pm Shot Gun Start  

 
                                                     

Dear Friends of the First Congregational Church of Cromwell, 

  

The First Congregational Church of Cromwell will be hosting our 2nd Annual First 

Congregational Church Scramble Golf Tournament on Saturday, August 22, 2020 at the Cedar 

Knob Golf Course in Somers, CT.  All proceeds from this golf tournament fundraiser will be 

used by the First Congregational Church to meet our annual budget obligations as well as to 

provide outreach within our community and to the Mission projects that we support.     

 

There are several ways you can help: 

Consider sponsoring our tournament at one of the following levels: 

  Gold – $1,000 includes 4 player packages and tee sponsorship on the course. 

  Silver – $500 includes 2 player packages and tee sponsorship on the course. 

  Bronze – $100 includes tee sponsorship on the course. 

  Friend – $50 includes recognition at our tournament. 

Player Package – $125 includes greens fees, player gifts, cart, lunch, dinner, and  

         tournament prizes. Additional raffles will be held at tournament.  

Raffle Prize – Donate a prize for our post tournament raffle. 

 

□   Yes, I want to help support these programs: 

__ Gold sponsor      $1,000 

__ Silver sponsor        $500 

__ Bronze sponsor $100 

__ Friend sponsor $50 

__ Player packages @ $125 each 

__ Raffle prize (please specify) ________________________________ 

 

Company name_______________________ 

Contact name and Telephone number _________________________ 

For further information, contact Cliff Parker (860) 632-2274 or parkertrav@aol.com 

 

Please make the checks payable to First Congregational Church and send them to:  

First Congregational Church  

P.O. Box 156 

Cromwell, CT 06416 

 

On behalf of the First Congregational Church, we thank you for your generous support. 

 

Doug Van Veldhuisen      Cliff Parker 

Pastor, First Congregational Church of Cromwell  Golf Tournament Coordinator 



2nd Annual First Congregational Church of Cromwell  

Scramble Golf Tournament 

August 22, 2020 – 12:30pm Shot Gun Start  

Cedar Knob Golf Course – Somers, CT 
                                                     

All proceeds from this golf tournament fundraiser will be used by the First Congregational 

Church to meet our annual budget obligations as well as to provide outreach within our 

community and to the Mission projects that we support.     
 

Please complete this form and return as noted below. 
 

GOLFER INFORMATION 
 

Golfer #1________________________________ Email_______________________________ 

Golfer #2________________________________ Email_______________________________ 

Golfer #3________________________________ Email_______________________________ 

Golfer #4________________________________ Email_______________________________ 

 

_____# Golf Registrations @ $125 

 Includes greens fees and cart, player gifts, lunch, and dinner 

 Registration starts at 11: 30aTournament prizes: longest drive, closest to the pin, low 

team gross, and hole in one  

  Additional raffles will be held at the tournament 
 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

_____Gold Sponsor $1,000  Wording on Sign____________________________ 

  Includes 4 player packages, tee sponsorship on the course, recognition in program 

_____Silver Sponsor $500  Wording on Sign____________________________ 

  Includes 2 player packages, tee sponsorship on the course, recognition in program 

_____Bronze Tee Sponsors @ $100 Wording on Sign____________________________ 

  Includes tee sponsorship, recognition in program 

_____Friend Sponsor $50 – includes recognition in program    
   

OTHER WAYS TO HELP 
 

_____Raffle Prize – Donate a prize to our post tournament raffle 

_____Goody Bag Donations – Opportunity to advertise/reach approximately 100 golfers 

 

Please Return Registration by August 1, 2020 Golf Tournament Coordinator 

 Make check’s Payable to:    Cliff Parker 

 First Congregational Church  Parkertrav@aol.com  860-632-2274 

 Mail to: 

  First Congregational Church 

P.O. Box 156 

Cromwell, CT 06416 



A Note from the Tag Sale 

Sales continue to be robust. We earned $1,305 from April 15-May 20, this will 

help with our budget, as we have canceled other fund-raising activities. Check out 

the photos of toy items SOLD this past month, we also sold many games, dice sets, 

decks of cards and roller skates.  Thank you for your donations, please continue to 

hold onto your no longer wanted treasures, when we open up the church, they can 

be dropped off.  We are in desperate need for Bubble wrap, not air pacs, we are 

wrapping many FRAGILE items and go through it quickly. Other packing 

materials are good, too, especially BUBBLE WRAP, so rather than recycle it, save 

it for our shipping. THANK YOU! 

Lego pamphlets $5.00 

 

Cabbage Patch doll clothes $19.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

The Ladies Daytime Fellowship  
 

The Ladies Daytime Fellowship potluck 

luncheon will be as soon as we are able to 

congregate safely. 

 

 

 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 

2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 

3. The Church E-mail address is  

    fcchurch01@snet.net 

4. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday. 

5. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 

6. The office hours are: Mon. – Thurs. 9 – 2 

     p.m. The secretary is off on Friday.  

7. The church address: 355 Main St. P.O. 

    Box 156, Cromwell, CT 06416 

8. Facebook, find us listed at First      

    Congregational Church Cromwell  
 

Remember to watch the church Facebook 

page to listen to Pastor Doug give a brief 

devotional every morning at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 

 
PUBLICITY!  

 

If you have need to put an article into the 

papers or need help with getting the word 

out about a special event, Lisa Paradis 

oversees our publicity. She has an inbox in 

the copy room office.  

 

 

 

 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, 

June 18 at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports from the 

different boards, review the church budget, 

and discuss any new business of the church. 

The Board members are either the Chairman 

or alternate of each board, Church Treasurer, 

Church Clerk and two Members at Large. 

The Members at Large are to represent the 

church as a whole and are available to you, 

the congregation, to talk with about any 

concerns that you feel need to be addressed 

within the church, to express your opinion 

about any issues, or to share with them how 

you feel things are within the church, both the 

positive and negative.  

 

Financials 
 

As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in 

January, we will keep everyone up to date on 

a monthly basis as to how the church finances 

are doing.  

 

Period Ending: April 30, 2020 

Income:            $65,356.01  

Expense:            $64,612.69  

Income (Under) Expenses:        $743.32   

 

 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST  

8:00 A.M. ON JUNE 13TH       

AT MITCHELL’S ON MAIN 
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June 2020 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

31 1 

6:30 PM 

Deacon 

Board 

Meeting  

2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13    9:30 a.m. 

Finance/property  

Board Meeting 

 

14 

 

15 16 17 18 

7:00 PM 

Executive 

Board 

Meeting  

19 20 

 
21 

 
9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

29 30 1 2 3 4 
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