
Dear Members and Friends,                  September 2020 
 

As summer comes to an end everyone seems to be scrambling to get things ready for the Fall. As you will read, 

there will be no Sunday school at the church, but the CE Board will be setting up zoom with all the children. 

Regular schools are frantically trying to put into place a learning environment that will be both educational as 

well as safe for students, teachers, and administration. Sports programs are limited, and I could go on and on 

with the changes that have occurred. It will be interesting to see what will happens when school starts back up.  
 

I can remember reading numerous articles before covid-19 hit about the detriment of children being online for 

too many hours in the day. How will this affect them now? What about the parents who do not feel it safe 

enough to let their children return to school and they must shuffle their schedules as they have to return to 

work? And on top of all this, we are being flooded with a toxic political environment as we face the difficult 

task of voting for the next president of the United States. Isn’t it something how two individuals can listen to the 

same speech given by a candidate and walk away with two completely diametrically opposed views of what 

was said? All of us no matter who we are, listen, read, and interpret what we see and hear through colored 

lenses. We live in an age when people do not stop to listen to what others are saying in order to try to 

understand our differences. 
 

Years ago, when our town was formed in 1851, the meeting to vote on establishing the town of Cromwell took 

place in our very own sanctuary. It was a common practice to have opposing candidates meet in the church and 

have the people ask them questions and learn what they believed and what they would do for our town. This 

was done in a respectful way allowing both persons to speak, listen and be heard.  
 

Unfortunately, we have lost the ability to listen to others, to be respectful of others if they are different and have 

opposing views. There is no such thing as tolerance where you may believe, act, think and practice things 

differently than me and that’s okay. I will still love you and respect you. If we don’t agree, I can still be kind 

and courteous to you.  
 

I recently read a paper written by a Christian pastor who was talking about the passage in scripture that says, “If 

my people which are called by my name, will humble themselves, and pray and seek my face, and turn from 

their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and heal their land.” (II Chronicles 7 

:14) He said that the church has gotten it all wrong. We are so focused on praying for others, our leaders, our 

neighbors, even our enemies that we have forgotten that God will not move, He will not hear, He will not 

forgive, He will not heal until His own people, those who claim to be followers of Christ repent. How do we 

repent – we take our eyes off of others and look at ourselves, we call upon the Lord our God, we humble 

ourselves, we seek first God and His Kingdom, we pray, and finally we get our own act together by getting right 

with God and with others.  
 

Then He hears us, forgives us, and only then will He heal our land. Do you feel like your prayers have been 

falling on deaf ears? Are you angry, frustrated, anxious, worried and the list could go on and on? I want to 

encourage you to start the healing process by first taking your eyes off others and getting right with God. I can’t 

tell you the number of times I have heard others talk about the fact that the more they focused on others, loving 

them, helping them, treating them with respect, encouraging them etc. that they in turn have discovered that 

they are calmer, less anxious, more relaxed, etc. 
 

So, the next time you run across someone who wants to shove their views, ideas and opinions down your throat, 

don’t react in a negative way as the world does. Rather, create an environment that will allow you both to talk, 

listen, share, and be open to what the other has to say. What a different kind of world we would be in if we all 

took the time to listen and pray. Hear the words from an old hymn that we have occasionally sung in church, 

“Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.”                                     Pastor Doug 



 

INFORMATION TO KNOW 
 

 1.  Artisenergy has completed their installation of all new LED lights throughout the whole church. What 

     would have normally cost $9,007 dollars cost us just over $4,500.00 and we have been given an interest free 

     loan by Eversource for 32 months to pay off the loan.  
 

  2. Myron Johnson has finished the upgrading of the front steps and walkway leading into the Sanctuary. 
 

  3. The hymnal racks in the Sanctuary are presently being stripped of the lead paint and the cast iron will be  

     shellacked. This should be completed and reinstalled by the end of September. 
 

  4. All the communion cup holders and brackets for holding visitor cards have been sanded and redone. 
 

  5. There is still some painting that needs to be done in the Sanctuary. If you like to paint, please contact Pastor  

      Doug for more information. 
 

  6. Military Whist which was to happen in October has been cancelled until next year. 
 

  7.  Unfortunately, Gary and Carolyn will no longer be able to do the Mum sale in September. If you would be  

       interested in running this next year, Gary has said that he will work with you on the details. Thank you,  

       Gary, and Carolyn for your years of service and giving to the church. 
 

  8. Unfortunately, due to the Covid-19 we have had to cancel our golf tournament as well as the fall fair. Both 

      of these events helped raise some significant money and balance our budget. Your continued support is  

      helping us immensely. 
 

  9. We continue to give thanks to Jean Dunning who has been selling vintage items online for the church. 
 

10. AA continues to use our church for their meetings. They now meet on Monday and Thursday from noon to  

      1:00 p.m. and then zoom the rest of their meetings. A second AA group now uses the church on Monday    

      and Thursday mornings from 7:00 – 8:00 a.m. 

 

11. As you may have already read, there will be no Sunday School in the Fall. However, our teachers will be  

      zooming some lessons, giving crafts to our children to do to send to our shut-ins, and provide videos that are  

      related to the theme of each month. The C. E. board will meet in December to discuss what will happen in   

      the new year. 

 

12. I am looking at holding a small group Bible Study in the Fall, both physically in the church as well as 

      through Zoom. If you are interested, please let Pastor Doug know which one you want to participle in. 
 

13. By now you have all received a letter from the church office informing you that we are putting together a  

      church directory. In the letter we asked for you to provide for us information to help us update our church  

      files. However, for the purposes of the directory, we will only include your name, address, home phone and  

      cell phone number (optional) and email address. Any of this information that you do not want listed, please  

      notify the office. The sooner you respond to Tammy the sooner we can get the directory out to the  

      whole church. Our main purpose is to provide for you a way for you to contact one another. 

 

 

 

  



FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 

2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 

3. The Church E-mail address is  

    fcchurch01@snet.net 

4. The Pastor’s E-mail address is 

    douglasvanv@gmail.com 

5. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday. 

6. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 

7. The office hours are: Mon. – Thurs. 9 – 2 

     p.m. The secretary is off on Friday.  

8. The church address: 355 Main St. P.O. 

    Box 156, Cromwell, CT 06416 

9. Facebook, find us listed at First      

    Congregational Church Cromwell  
 

Remember to watch the church Facebook page 

to listen to Pastor Doug give a brief devotional 

every morning at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 

PUBLICITY!  
 

If you have need to put an article into the papers or 

need help with getting the word out about a special 

event, Lisa Paradis oversees our publicity. She has 

an inbox in the copy room office.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The article with no name 

Usually in September, we’re looking forward to 

everyone being back from vacation, schools starting 

again, and our favorite activities starting up anew.  

This year, of course, is different: Almost all of our 

favorite activities have been canceled, and we don’t 

know when we will be able to gather again without 

masks and social distancing.  I hope that you can 

find some comfort in the message in the Serenity 

prayer: 

God, give me grace to accept with serenity the 

things that cannot be changed, Courage to change 

the things 

which should be changed, 

and the Wisdom to distinguish 

the one from the other. 

 

Living one day at a time, 

Enjoying one moment at a time, 

Accepting hardship as a pathway to peace, Taking, 

as Jesus did, 

This sinful world as it is, 

Not as I would have it, 

Trusting that You will make all things right, If I 

surrender to Your will, 

So that I may be reasonably happy in this life, And 

supremely happy with You forever in the next. 

 

Amen. 

 
Elaine Jones for the Deacon Board   
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, 

September 17th at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports from the 

different boards, review the church budget, and 

discuss any new business of the church. The Board 

members are either the Chairman or alternate of each 

board, Church Treasurer, Church Clerk and two 

Members at Large. The Members at Large are to 

represent the church as a whole and are available to 

you, the congregation, to talk with about any 

concerns that you feel need to be addressed within 

the church, to express your opinion about any issues, 

or to share with them how you feel things are within 

the church, both the positive and negative. Your 

representatives are James Steele (860) 632-8624 and 

Pat Czerwonka (860) 635-2703. Please feel free to 

call them or see them at church and talk with them.  

 

 

 

 

 

Financials 
 

As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in January, 

we will keep everyone up to date on a monthly basis 

as to how the church finances are doing.  

 

Period Ending: July 31, 2020 

Income:            $ 105,283.41 

Expense:            $ 112,013.72 

Income (Under) Expenses:       ($6,730.31) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Giving to our Church 
  

In terms of giving to our Church, we have now added VENMO.  For those of you that use 

VENMO, we can now accept electronic banking transfers sent to @FirstCongregational-

Church.  If you are an initial donor prompted for an optional edit asking for the last 4 digits of 

the Church phone number, please use 7709.  Our Financial Secretary will be able to credit your 

account for your gift.    

  

For those of you that have been able to attend the Sunday morning services, there is an offering 

plate that you can use at the front of the Sanctuary since we are unable to pass offering plates 

during the service.  

  

We can receive gifts in the following ways:  

1) Checks sent to the Church. Please mail to:                  

First Congregational Church of Cromwell                         

            Attn: Tammy Steele                    

            P.O. Box 156                 

            Cromwell, CT 06416                   

2) Electronic Pay through your bank if you do electronic banking.  Instructions should be similar 

to:                          

A) Add Payee (just like you would add Eversource, etc.)               

B) Enter Payee Name - First Congregational Church of Cromwell                          

C) Add Payee Details                 

                        Payee Account Number (Optional - could be your envelope #)                         

                        Re-enter Payee Account Number - only if you entered this above                

                        Address Line 1 - P.O. Box 156                

                        City - Cromwell               

                        State - CT                      

                        Payee Zip Code - 06416                         

D) Hit Add Payee and you should now see our Church as one of your Payees                   



E) Now you can pay our Church just like one of your other payees and a check should be 

cut by your bank to the Church in about one week. 

3) VENMO application – electronic banking application 

            @FirstCongregational-Church 

            Optional Code for First Time Donors – 7709  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Dear Church Family and friends: 

We hope that all of you continue to be safe and well.  This summer has been quite slow in 

regards to communications with our missionaries.  Although we have received an e-mail on 

August 13th from our friends at Pivot Ministries.  As they continue to carry-on, during these 

times of uncertainty, we send our love and congratulations to Pivot on their 50th 

anniversary!!!  We give them thanks for a job well done!!!    

In the meantime, as we look forward to their visit on September 20, at our 9:30 a.m. service 

please indulge yourself in reading their latest e-mail copy of which is below. 

We continue to hope and pray, through the Grace of God, that all of you continue to be safe and 

healthy.  We also look forward to the day that we can all be reunited in our beloved home of 

worship.  

In His Service 

Carolyn Decko, Rob Foberg, and John Savvides  

Dear Friends: 

In this ever changing season, we are facing many new realities. As COVID-19 continues to 

be a part of our new reality, the future has never felt so unpredictable. These are challenging 

times for us all, and we hope you’re in good spirits and health! Right now, we’re doing 

everything possible to sustain the quality of services we offer to our men and our community. 

While there’s a lot of uncertainty, we know that we need to "pivot" fast to our changing 

reality. Now, more than ever, our community needs us. And we need you.  

We are in phase II of our re-opening. Pastors and teachers are returning to campus and are 

teaching classes outdoors. We have begun to attend events and church services, and we are 

mindful to practice social distancing protocols. Like with all things, God calls us to be good 

stewards of our bodies and health.  

The heightened awareness of social injustices is also part of our new reality. We have been 

in discussions - when invited - where our men have shared personal experiences in regards 

to race. It is through their faith journey here at Pivot, that they understand the fullness of 

God's love and justice. In all we do and say, we give glory to God.  

Another new reality is we cannot connect easily. We are eager to remain connected with 

you. We miss your hugs, worshiping shoulder-to-shoulder and especially your smiles. In our 

attempt to stay connected, we have joined the virtual platform of connection, and have 

created engaging and exciting videos to share with you. The expense of producing these 

videos - which are absolutely critical to our existence - comes at a cost and is yet another 

unexpected reality. We could not have anticipated this - and it is our preference to connect 

in person - but it's all part of the pivot.  

 



Please give generously so we can continue to engage with you virtually through our videos 

which inspire you and highlight our program. We have discovered that this virtual arena 

spreads our message farther and wider than we ever could have imagined.  

If you have the desire and ability, please give to Pivot Ministries - as generously as you are 

able. We are in an amazing place right now, but we absolutely cannot sustain it without your 

support. 

With love,  

 

 

 

Rev. Richard T. Williams 

Pastor and Executive Director 

P.S. Please comment on social media (Facebook and Instagram), email, call or schedule a 

visit (either virtual or in person). We need each other. 

 

 

 

 

 

TAG SALE NEWS 

 

While the tag sale room continues to fill, we also continue to sort, some vintage items are pulled 

and are selling online. Our total profit for internet sales, as of Aug.20, is over $4500.  

 

Meanwhile, donations of household goods still accepted in the basement, PLEASE LEAVE 

DONATIONS IN THE HALLWAY OUTSIDE THE DOOR. Items inside the tag sale room are 

already priced and sorted, when you drop off items in the already sorted boxes it creates more 

work... 

 

Clothing and shoe donations (to benefit our Youth Group) will be taken until October, leave in 

the room nearest outside door. You can't miss it, it's the room full of clothing.😉 
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Monday and Thursday 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. AA Meeting  
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