
Dear Members and Friends,                    October 2020

  It’s now been over 6 months since covid19 has changed the way we do things in many of the 

areas of our lives. We now wear masks in every public venue. We have to practice physical distancing with 

people, we have to limit the number of people who can gather together in a place. We take temperatures when 

we enter buildings. Businesses require covid19 test on a weekly basis. And it goes on and on. People are asking, 

when will this end and the answer is, “We don’t know.” I believe that this is what is pushing so many to the 

brink of losing it. The unknown. The uncertainty. The lack of personal touch. 

 I remember in college reading a study that was conducted by Harlow using baby monkeys. All of them 

were treated the same. They were given the same food, lived in a safe environment, etc. The one thing that was 

done differently was that one set of baby monkeys received nourishment through a warm terry cloth surrogate 

mother when feeding while the second group was fed by bottle through a wire mesh mechanical surrogate 

mother. By four months the first group was growing at normal pace while the second group was showing delayed 

development, being less curious, less playful, and more subject to infections. By age one, they were displaying 

signs of severe social interaction. This began a movement of more research looking at the need for touch and 

how it effects humans also.  

 It’s almost like we have set up a lab of our own with the enforcement of physical distancing. After 6 

months this has had a huge impact on our society. Alcohol consumption has increased, and I’ve heard that a 

number of alcoholics have relapsed and gone out drinking. Domestic violence has increased. People’s anxiety 

levels have increased greatly, and many are living in fear and are more isolated than ever. Children wanted to go 

back to school, just to see their friends. 

 I’ve said all of this to point out that you and I as human beings, made in the image and likeness of God 

have been created to be in relationship with one another. By relationship, I not only mean in contact via phone, 

email, etc. but also to be physically close in proximity and closeness. As a minister, one of the most frustrating 

things for me is missing the physical touch with others, hugs, handshakes, touch. If I am missing this, I can’t 

imagine what Marshall is going through. So, what do we do? 

 I believe that in this time we need to be a people who are doing more, not less. We need to be making 

more phone calls and encouraging each other. Asking others if there is something that you can be doing for them. 

We need to be looking for ways to bless those around us, doing their grocery shopping, cleaning their yards, 

running errands for them. We can send notes, drop off flowers, etc. We need to think outside the box and use 

our imagination, asking God to help us be creative during this time.  

 One other thing that we can do as a church is pray.  There has been and needs to be strong emphasis on 

prayer throughout the church.  People praying that God will move in the hearts and minds of all whom enter our 

doors or watch our live stream videos of our Sunday morning service or the Pastor’s devotions and that God will 

meet them where they are at and bring them to a more personal relationship with God.  Why not get into the 

practice of ending your phone conversations with a prayer, type a short prayer and email to someone. Ask people 

if you could pray for them and is there anything that you can specifically pray for.  

 When people pray, God begins to do some great things.  When people don’t pray, they miss out on what 

God has in store for them.  I don’t know about you, but I want to experience the fullness of all that God has in 

store for us as a church and individuals.  I don’t want to settle for anything less.  

 Outside my office is a carving of ‘praying hands’.  The following story is how the Praying hands came 

about. 

 Around 1490, two young friends, Albrecht Durer and Franz Knigstein, were struggling young 

artists.  Since both were poor, they worked to support themselves while they studied art.  Work took much 

of their time and advancement was slow.  Finally, they reached an agreement: they would draw lots, and 

one of them would work to support both while the other would study art.  Albrecht won and began to 

study art, while Franz worked at hard labor to support them both.  They agreed that when Albrecht was 

successful, he would support Franz who would then study art. 

 Albrecht went off to the cities of Europe to study.  As the world now knows, he had not only talent, 

but genius.  When he had attained success, he went back to keep his bargain with Franz.  But Albrecht 

soon discovered the enormous price his friend had paid.  For as Franz worked hard at manual labor to 



support his friend, his fingers had become stiff and twisted.  His slender, sensitive hands had been ruined 

for life.  He could no longer execute the delicate brush strokes necessary for fine painting.  Though his 

artistic dreams could never be realized, he was not embittered but rather rejoiced in his friend’s success.  

 One day Durer came upon his friend unexpectedly and found him kneeling, his gnarled hands 

intertwined in prayer, quietly praying for the success of his friend although he himself could no longer be 

an artist.  Albrecht Durer, the great genius, hurriedly sketched the folded hands of his faithful friend and 

later completed a truly great masterpiece known as “The Praying Hands.” 

 Today art galleries everywhere feature Albrecht Durer’s works, and this particular masterpiece 

tells the eloquent story of love, sacrifice, labor and gratitude.  It has reminded multitudes the world around 

of how they also may find comfort, courage and strength. 

 There are many lessons that could be talked about, friendship, loyalty, sacrifice, but I believe the most 

significant part has to do with prayer.  Prayer of a loyal friend at all costs, prayer to the very end.  Who are you 

praying for?  Who is praying for you?  How much time are you spending in the quiet place with God, 

worshipping, praying, mediating, and growing?  The opportunity is there, and I encourage all of us to take 

advantage of what God is offering. To think that you and I can spend time alone with the Creator of the universe 

and that he hears us is sometimes more than I can fathom.  

 I’ve always wondered what would happen if the church was able to embrace a way of life that is totally 

immersed in prayer?  Shall we? 
 

In His Love and praying for you, 

 

Pastor Doug. 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 

1. We have now installed a professional camera for recording our Sunday morning services live as well as  

     posting them. If you have an interest in helping with the technology that we have been able to install,  

     whether on the sound board, recording the service, or running the power point presentations, please let 

     Pastor Doug know. 
 

2. Our hymnal racks have been completely re-done and will be re-installed when the painting in the  

    sanctuary is completed. 
 

3. We still need some painting to be done in the sanctuary. The 6 pillars and windowsills need to be painted  

    white and all the brown trim needs to be done. Once that is completed, we can install the hymn racks,  

    communion cup holders and the small racks for the visitor cards. If you can paint and could give us a 

    few hours of your time to get these projects done, please contact Pastor Doug. 
 

4. If you or someone that you know has a need, please all the office (860-635-4806) or Pastor Doug  

    (860-638-8014) so we can help as we are able. 
 

5. With Thanksgiving and Christmas approaching, if you are aware of a family in need, please let us know  

     as soon as possible so that we can reach out. 

 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

We have begun a weekly Monday morning Bible study on the topic, “ONE ANOTHER.” We meet in person 

wearing mask and want to open the door for anyone who feels comfortable coming. We would love to have 

you come and join with us. 
 

I am also opened to having a Bible study via zoom in the evening if anyone is interested. Please contact Pastor 

Doug if you are. 

  



 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 

2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 

3. The Church E-mail address is  

    fcchurch01@snet.net 

4. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday. 

5. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 

6. The office hours are: Mon. – Thurs. 9 – 2 

     p.m. The secretary is off on Friday.  

7. The church address: P.O. Box 156,  

 Cromwell, CT 06416 

8. Facebook, find us listed at First      

    Congregational Church Cromwell  
 

Remember to watch the church Facebook page 

to listen to Pastor Doug give a brief devotional 

on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at 

9:30 a.m. 

 

PUBLICITY!  
 

If you have need to put an article into the papers or 

need help with getting the word out about a special 

event, Lisa Paradis oversees our publicity. She has 

an inbox (labeled Publicity)in the copy room office.  

 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

OCTOBER 10, 2020  

8:00 A.M.  

AT 

MITCHELL’S ON MAIN 

 (Rocky Hill, due to temporary closure of the 

Cromwell location) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, 

October 15th at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports from the 

different boards, review the church budget, and 

discuss any new business of the church. The Board 

members are either the Chairman or alternate of each 

board, Church Treasurer, Church Clerk and two 

Members at Large. The Members at Large are to 

represent the church as a whole and are available to 

you, the congregation, to talk with about any 

concerns that you feel need to be addressed within 

the church, to express your opinion about any issues, 

or to share with them how you feel things are within 

the church, both the positive and negative.  

 

Financials 
 

As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in January, 

we will keep everyone up to date on a monthly basis 

as to how the church finances are doing.  

 

Period Ending: August 31, 2020  

Income:            $ 118,782.21 

Expense:            $ 127,540.31 

Income (Under) Expenses:    ($ 8,758.10) 
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From Your Historian 

In the Dec. 1986 Church Newsletter Pastor Doug 

shared the following story.  After you read it, I 

have a challenge for you. 

A Clergyman fell asleep in his study on Christmas 

morning and dreamt of a world to which Our 

Savior had never come. In his dream, there were no 

stockings, no wreaths. No church down the street. A 

knock on the door brought a request to come to a 

dying mother. At her bedside he said, “I have 

something here that will comfort you.” He opened 

his Bible but it ended at Malachi. No Gospel, no 

promise of life beyond the grave. He could only 

bow his head and weep. Suddenly, nearby music 

woke him. When he realized what he was hearing, 

he laughed out loud! The choir in his church was 

singing, “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

This story made me think. 2020 has been a year to 

forget. And with all the quarantining and social 

distancing, we could let Christmas come and go 

without much notice. Even so, Christmas is 

coming! 

I challenge each of you - to think now about how 

we, as a church family, and especially as 

individuals, can keep Christmas this year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Giving to our Church 
  

In terms of giving to our Church, we have now added VENMO.  For those of you that use VENMO, we 

can now accept electronic banking transfers sent to @FirstCongregational-Church.  If you are an initial 

donor prompted for an optional edit asking for the last 4 digits of the Church phone number, please use 

7709.  Our Financial Secretary will be able to credit your account for your gift.    

  

For those of you that have been able to attend the Sunday morning services, there is an offering plate that 

you can use at the front of the Sanctuary since we are unable to pass offering plates during the service.  

  

We can receive gifts in the following ways:  

1) Checks sent to the Church. Please mail to:                  

First Congregational Church of Cromwell                         
            Attn: Tammy Steele                    

            P.O. Box 156                 

            Cromwell, CT 06416                   

 

2) Electronic Pay through your bank if you do electronic banking.  Instructions should be 

    similar to:                          

A) Add Payee (just like you would add Eversource, etc.)               

B) Enter Payee Name - First Congregational Church of Cromwell                          

C) Add Payee Details                 

                        Payee Account Number (Optional - could be your envelope number)                         

                        Re-enter Payee Account Number - only if you entered this above                

                        Address Line 1 - P.O. Box 156                



                        City - Cromwell               
                        State - CT                      

                        Payee Zip Code - 06416                         

D) Hit Add Payee and you should now see our Church as one of your Payees                   

E) Now you can pay our Church just like one of your other payees and a check should be 

     cut by your bank to the Church in about one week. 

 

3) VENMO application – electronic banking application 

            @FirstCongregational-Church 

            Optional Code for First Time Donors – 7709  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Our homemade apple pie fundraiser continues in 2020!  

Proceeds benefit First Congregational Church. 

 Pricing:  personal size $7;    9” pie $12;    deep dish or 10” $17 

 There will be a work session on 10/24/2020 to assemble the pies.  

Organizers and workers would have temperatures taken, be required to 

wear masks, wash hands, and wear gloves.  Stations will be disinfected 

and prepared.  Some people would be in the kitchen and follow social 

distancing protocol and apple peelers, packers spread out in the 

fellowship hall. 

All pie orders MUST be picked up on October 24th by 1:00/1:30 pm 

No exceptions.  We do not have freezer space. 
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Mission News! 
 

We hope that this newsletter finds all our Church family and friends safe and healthy.  Below is a note 

from our board member, John, regarding the recent visit from representatives of Pivot Ministry.  

Additionally, we have received an August update from Samaritan's Purse regarding Operation Heal our 

Patriots which follows John's note. 

On 9/20/20, we were blessed to have Rev. Williams, along with three other gentlemen from Pivot 

Ministries in Bridgeport, visit us.  Pivot Ministries is a faith-based, Christ centered, residential recovery 

program for adult men who, in most cases, are addicted to drugs and/or alcohol. Upon successfully 

completing this program, these gentlemen return to their families as productive citizens in Christ.   
 

Pivot Ministries has visited our Church in the past with its incredible choir of gentlemen from its 

program.  Due to Covid-19, and the safety of all, the choir was unable to perform during this visit. Instead, 

these gentlemen gave testimony through the use of praise poems.  A praise poem is a testimony that 

speaks of one's biological identity and heritage.  More importantly, it speaks of one's journey of where he 

has been, where he is now and where he hopes to be.  These testimonies were very moving and reflected 

the power of salvation through our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 

I have known, personally, too many people during my lifetime who were unable to win their battles with 

addiction. I know that they are now at peace in a better place.  It is through organizations, such as Pivot 

Ministries, that give me hope that people, suffering various addictions, may find themselves reborn and 

freed from their addictions.  Through Jesus Christ all things are possible.   
 

The video of this service, with Pivot Ministries, may be watched on the First Congregational Church of 

Cromwell's Facebook page or on the church web page. Additionally, if anyone would like to send a love 

offering to Pivot Ministries they may do so using its website:  https:/www.pivotmimistries.org/ or they may 

mail it to: Pivot Ministries 

 854 Jane Street 

     Bridgeport, CT 06608 
 

We have received an August “Update” (newsletter) from Samaritan's Purse.  This is a Christian 

organization that we support with our Christmas gifts for children overseas.  For years we’ve been joining 

an annual packing event to box and send off these gifts.   
 

Each summer this organization, run by Franklin Graham, has a ministry called Operation Heal Our 

Patriots.  In its ninth year, Samaritan’s Purse welcomes military couples to Alaska.  Its purpose is to 

strengthen the marriages of wounded veterans and share the hope of the Gospel with them.  These couples 

participate in outdoor activities and Biblically based marriage enrichment classes.  Several individuals 

prayed to receive Jesus as Lord and Savior with many couples renewing their wedding vows.  In the first 

four weeks of summer there were 17 baptisms!   
 

Some of the veterans had been on the brink of divorce due to their despair.  One such veteran and his wife, 

on the flight to Alaska, had an argument and requested to be returned home.  But by the end of the first 

week they knew why God had brought them to Alaska.  They prayed to receive Christ and in doing so 

discovered how God could restore their marriage.  The veteran’s wife was quoted as saying: This ministry 

has a way of softening hearts, breaking down walls of resentment and anger.  It’s a new beginning. He 

requests prayers for this ministry of Operation Heal Our Patriots.  
 

In His Service, 

Mission Board: Rob Foberg and John Savvides     
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October 2020 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

28 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

29 30 1 2 3 

4 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

5 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

6:30 PM 

Deacon Board 

Meeting  

6 7 8 9 10 

8:00 AM 

Men's 

Breakfast at 

Mitchell's on 

Main  

9:30 AM 

Finance & 

Property 

Board  

11 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

12

 
OFFICE 

CLOSED!  

13 14 15 

7:00 PM 

Executive 

Board 

Meeting  

16 

6:30 PM 

Alanon 

Meeting  

17 

18 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

19 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

20 21 

7:00 PM 

Blue Star 

Moms  

22 23 24 

Pie Making 

at the 

Church  

25 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

26 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

27 28 29 30 

31  

 

AA Meetings: Monday, Wednesday and Thursday at 7:00 a.m.  

AA Meetings: Tuesday and Friday at Noon  

 

Queen of the Holy Apostles Preparatory School  

- The Christian Education Wing 1st floor classrooms (except the nursery) on Monday & Thursday 

9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  

- The Fellowship Hall on Monday & Thursdays 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. and Thursday 4:00 p.m. – 

6:00 p.m.  

 


