
Dear Members and Friends,                  December 2020 

 

 As I sit here in my office looking out the window, it dawned on me that this will be my last letter for the 

Newsletter for 2020 and I have a number of thoughts going through my mind. Despite the sun shining outside it is 

quite chilly and winter will soon be upon us with that lovely thing called snow. I still do enjoy the snow and the 

winter months as long as the snow fall doesn’t get carried away in excess. 

 Thanksgiving is still a week away and everyone is trying to the best of their ability to have some sort of 

get together with family, though more and more families are staying home just to play it safe. We usually have 

around 14 people at the house, this year there will be 3 of us as both of our children are staying home. (despite 

only having 3 of us, we have the wonderful honor of making a full Turkey dinner with all trimmings and delivering 

it to our families). 2020 has been a difficult year, yet I would take it any day of the week and twice on Sunday 

compared to what the Pilgrims had to endure that first Thanksgiving. Despite their hardships, their loss of loved 

ones, the uncertain future ahead, they took the time to give thanks to God for what they had, trusting in Him to 

sustain them for what was to come. 

 As I was reading the Christmas story in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, I did so looking at it 

through a different lens. In less than an hour, we can read all the scriptures pertaining to the birth of Christ, but we 

have a tendency to forget that they, just like us, had to live, travel, eat, shop, clean every day without all the modern 

necessities that we have.  

 Take for example eating. We get hungry, we open the refrigerator, turn on the stove or pop it into the 

microwave, or go to a restaurant and order something, they didn’t have fridges, or restaurants, or fast foods.  

 Or how about traveling. Most people walked everywhere. If you were fortunate enough you might have a 

donkey and cart, but that was rare. So, to go from one place to another, nothing was quick, but took time, plenty 

of it. 

 No cars, planes, electricity, phones, watches, iPad, computers, and I could go on and on. The things that 

amazes me was that it was at this time that God chose for His Son, Jesus to be born a baby to two ordinary people 

in an obscure little town.  The scriptures put it this way, “in the fullness of time.” In other words, at the right time, 

at the right place, Jesus (God in the flesh) stepped down unto the earth, became man and dwelt among us. He 

became one of us. Jesus was the embodiment of all that God was. In other words, the man Jesus and the message 

that he not only taught but lived, was done so that mankind would understand God was a God of love, mercy, 

grace, compassion forgiveness, goodness, kindness, etc., not the harsh judgmental God of the Old Testament. 

Jesus, knowing how the people of that day struggled with the notions of a God of do’s and don’ts came to introduce 

them to a God who wanted a relationship with them and did this by showing us how to forgive, how to let go, how 

to live in a way that was pleasing to God.   

 Sometimes I am overwhelmed when I think of the extent that God went to in order to reach out to us. On 

our own, we were lost. But God out of His great love, reached out to us and said, “Come, just as you are.” Despite 

all the supernatural things that took place from the birth of Christ up through his death and resurrection, there were 

many who did not believe. But that never deterred those who loved Him from sharing the message, from telling 

the Good News to those who would listen. 

 Here we are now, 2,000 years later and we are still remembering and celebrating the fact that God became 

flesh, dwelt among us, became one of us, experienced every emotion, every thought, almost every experience that 

we do in our everyday life, and all for one purpose. That we might know Him, have a relationship with Him, love 

Him and then love others. 

 For me, this is what the Christmas story is all about. Experiencing God’s great love and then looking for 

ways to share His love with others. So, this Christmas, don’t let a day go by without first giving thanks to God for 

His great love and then being open to opportunities to be the hands and feet of Jesus expressing His unspeakable 

love to a world that is looking for a love that is unconditional and eternal. 

 From Sue and I, we wish you and your family and very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

                                                                                                                                      Pastor Doug 

 



FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 

1. Ken Whitney is being transferred to Masonicare in Wallingford to continue his recovery. He and Pat are very  

    grateful for everyone’s love and support. 

2. Sandy Campbell is now at the Apple Rehab across from Walmart. Please pray for strength and her recovery. 

3. Andy Campbell’s father, Andrew Campbell passed away on November 20th. Please pray for the family. 

 

 

GIFT CARDS  
For 

 CHRISTMAS 
 

One of the things that we can do as a church is bless others through special gifts that have been donated by 

individuals and groups to help those in need.  In the past during the holidays, we have been able to gift cards to 

families and individuals who have either been struggling financially or are in dire need of help.  It is not our 

intention to duplicate what the town is able to provide, but to give to those who may not qualify, but are in need.  

All names are held in confidence. If you know of someone who could benefit from this, please call Pastor Doug 

in the next couple weeks. They do not need to be a member of our church. 

 

Barrel Chairs 
 

In the Fireside Room there are two brown barrel chairs that First Congregational Church would like to sell. If 

anyone is interested in them, please call the church office at (860) 635-4806 and let Tammy know you would 

like them.  

 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE 
December 24th at 4:00 p.m. 

If you feel comfortable, we invite you to join with us at 4:00 p.m. for our Family Christmas Eve Service.  

There will be music, carol singing with masks on, scripture readings and a short devotional,  

concluding with the singing of Silent Night gathered around the Sanctuary.  

It’s a great way to start the Christmas day celebration. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION SERVICE 
December 24th at 11:00 p.m. 

This service is for all ages with a lot singing and reading of scriptures. 

The sermon is “The Message of Christ’s Coming Still Rings True”, focusing on the miraculous  

and mysterious incarnation and the significant meaning it has for all of us.  

The service ends with holy communion and 

the singing of “Silent Night” gathered around the sanctuary.  

Come and join us. 

 

 

  



 

Deacon Board December message (written 

by Elaine Jones) 

 

It goes without saying that the holiday season will 

be much different this year.  We unfortunately have 

had to cancel both the Cantata and Children’s 

Christmas Pageant in the interest of safety.  Whether 

you watch the services online or attend in person, 

you will notice that we continue to physically 

distance and modify ‘how we’ve always done 

things’ in order to adhere to COVID guidelines and 

keep everyone safe.   

On the home front, any Christmas parties will be 

smaller and physically distant if they happen at all.  

It has been a difficult year with the pandemic and 

the economic downturn that it brought.   These are 

dark times, and it’s not just the sun going down at 

4:30 in the afternoon.  I started listening to 

Christmas music in early November as a way to 

bring some positivity into my life.  In hearing those 

familiar melodies, I’m reminded that now more than 

ever, we need the hope and promise that the Christ 

Child brings into our lives.    

A very Merry Christmas to everyone from the 

Deacon Board! 

Christmas Eve services (Thursday, 12/24) 

4 PM Family Service 

11 PM Communion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 

2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 

3. The Church E-mail address is  

    fcchurch01@snet.net 

4. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday. 

5. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 

6. The office hours are: Mon. – Thurs. 9 – 2 

     p.m. The secretary is off on Friday.  

7. The church address: 355 Main St. P.O. 

    Box 156, Cromwell, CT 06416 

  8. Facebook, find us listed atFirst      

    Congregational Church Cromwell  
 

Remember to watch the church Facebook page to 

listen to Pastor Doug give a brief devotional on 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 9:30 

a.m. 

 

 

 
PUBLICITY!  

 

If you have need to put an article into the papers or 

need help with getting the word out about a special 

event, Lisa Paradis oversees our publicity. She has 

an inbox labeled Publicity in the copy room office. 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, 

December 17th at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports from the 

different boards, review the church budget, and 

discuss any new business of the church. The Board 

members are either the Chairman or alternate of each 

board, Church Treasurer, Church Clerk and two 

Members at Large. The Members at Large are to 

represent the church as a whole and are available to 

you, the congregation, to talk with about any 

concerns that you feel need to be addressed within the 

church, to express your opinion about any issues, or 

to share with them how you feel things are within the 

church, both the positive and negative.  

 

 

Financials 
 

As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in January, 

we will keep everyone up to date on a monthly basis 

as to how the church finances are doing.  

 

Period Ending: October 31, 2020   
Income:            $ 151,655.81 

Expense:            $ 156,980.54 

Income (Under) Expenses:      ($5,324.73) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
This year we will again have an angel tree in our 

sanctuary, a Christmas tree filled with tags of people 

who could use a special blessing from you this 

Christmas. In past years the names were only of 

children. This year, there will be no names, just age 

and gender of each family member, and a suggestion 

of what they are wishing for this year. We ask that 

you try to keep your gift(s) to about $25.00 - $30, so 

they will be equal in value among family members. 

Children do notice if their sibling receives a bicycle 

and they get a pair of mittens. The tag MUST be 

returned with your gift, in order that they are 

delivered to the right person. 

The gifts will need to be brought to church on 

Sunday, December 6th. This is a short window for 

shopping, just 2 weeks; we hope you will still want 

to participate in this opportunity to bless some less 

fortunate family in our community. 

If you are not coming to church on Sundays but 

want a name, call the church office and Tammy will 

provide what information you need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Cancellations Due to Storms! 

In case of bad weather, Pastor Doug will contact NBC 

Connecticut and WFSB Channel 3 and inform them 

if we are cancelling.   

There are a number of ways to look up this 

information and get up to the minute storm closing 

information.  

1. Watch NBC Connecticut News or Channel 3 

Eye Witness News 

2. Log onto nbcconnecticut.com or 

www.wfsb.com 

3. There is a NBC Connecticut App and 

Weather App or go to www.wfsb.com to sign 

up for CBS instant notification for your 

mobile phone and tablet.  

4. We are also partners with the following Clear 

Channel radio stations: 

 FM stations: 92.5, 95.7, 105.9  

AM stations: 1410 

Hopefully, we will have a mild winter and no 

cancellations.  

God Bless,  

The Church Office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Board 
 

Our board members hope that all is well with you, our Church family and friends. 
 

Due to the pandemic, our outreach program, "Blessings Bags", was not as successful as we had hoped 

for.  We did, however, receive two boxes of toiletries and other personal items.  These gifts were donated, 

this past week, to the Connecticut Veterans Home and Hospital in Rocky Hill at the suggestion of the Blue 

Star Mothers. 
 

This past month we received newsletters from the leaders of both Cru (formerly Campus Crusade for 

Christ) and Wycliffe Bible Translators. 
 

Steve Sellers, President of Cru, says that the Middle East is in dire need of 100,000 MORE Bibles.  Yes, 

MORE.  To quote Steve:  "......Because we are seeing a truly amazing spiritual awakening in some of the 

most closed nations on earth--a demand for Bibles and a hunger to know Jesus that is incredible to 

witness....."  The price of one Bible is $6.75 which includes shipping and handling.  Anyone, who may feel 

so moved, may go to the Cru website:   givecru.org/TheWord, to donate to this most worthy cause.   
 

John Chesnut, CEO of Wycliffe, has sent us a copy of in FOCUS.  It entails Wycliffe's on-going 

commitment to bring God's word, through the Bible, to Peru. This month's topic is "No Longer Bible-

less:  The joy of the Huaylas Quedhua People.  The following is a snippet: 

   

 ....at a church in a mountain village......:  And together the Church, no longer Bible-less, read psalm 

16:  "You will show me the way of life, granting me the joy of your presence and the pleasures of living 

with you forever" (Psalm 16:11NLT).  The full newsletter is along with "PERU Fast Facts” is posted on the 

missions bulletin board. 
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The timing of this newsletter is such that you will have already celebrated Thanksgiving.  We hope that 

you were able to celebrate safely with family members. So that brings us to the glory of Christmas, the 

wonderful celebration of the birth of our savior, Jesus Christ.   
 

"May you have the gift of faith, the blessing of hope and the peace of His love at Christmas and always". 
 

We pray that you find health and happiness throughout the Christmas season and the New Year to follow. 
 

God Bless. 
 

IHS 
 

Rob Foberg 

Lorrie Huffaker 

John Savvides 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Christmas will be approaching us soon. This year when writing your cards; please take a moment to 

remember our Missionaries with a Christmas card and encourage them during this special time of the year.  

Below is a list of our Missionaries: 

 

Alex and Laura Crum (Gabriel, Carolyn, Bethany, Micah and Peter) 

7500 W. Camp Wisdom Rd.  

Dallas, TX 75236 

 

Gary and Carol Culbertson (Roy) 

13522 Lake Mary Jane Road 

Orlando, FL  32832    

 

Sjaan Waller 

104 Skyline Circle 

Heath, TX  75032-6612 

  



 
 

Tales from the Basement 

AKA Tag Sale 

Do you ever wonder who buys all those vintage items you donate? Last month we had a piece of 1952 

Tupperware that was sold to the props department of “The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel”! Coming to a TV soon! 

We also have had sales across the entire country and parts of Europe. 

As of this writing there have been 454 packages shipped this year, with the Christmas season just 

beginning. We thank you for all your donations and remember your junk is someone else’s treasure! 
 

 

 
 

            Ladies Daytime 

        Fellowship Luncheon 
 

 

Ladies Daytime Fellowship will meet on Wednesday, December 2nd at noon. All are welcome. Please bring 

your own lunch and drink. Wearing masks and physical distancing is required. 
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Guest Historian 

 

There is a lot of misery going around. There are more than a quarter of a million Americans that have died 

fighting the Covid virus. Not to mention all those who have lost their jobs, businesses, as well as those with 

continued medical effects!  

It reminds me of a member of our church. His name is Captain James Riley. He was born on October 

27, 1778 and baptized in our church November 1, 1778. He was married in our church on January 24th, 

1802 to Phebe Miller according to our records.  

When James was a teenager his father had become very ill and the family needed some income. 

James was a big strapping teenager. Some day he would be 6-foot 1 inch tall.  

The family was in dire straits, so they contracted him out to the local farmers. He felt he was terribly 

over worked and abused. Finally, his father’s health was restored. At that point he had had it with farm 

work! He later said: “having become tired of hard work on the land, I concluded that the best way to get rid 

of it, was to go to sea and visit foreign countries.”  

So, at the age of 15, he convinced his reluctant parents to let him go try his hand at being a seaman. 

He started out as a cabin boy and being ambitious and a bright lad he eventually became a merchant sea 

captain.  

Being a sea Captain was a treacherous and dangerous occupation. Avoiding sharks, pirates, 

maneuvering rocky seashores in blinding fogs, and perilous storms.  

In late August 1815, disaster struck! Trying to avoid the rugged, rocky shore in the darkness of the 

night, heavy fog, high waves and squall wind, his ship went aground off the northwest coast of Africa, at a 

beach near Cape Bajador south of Morocco. Desperate, he went ashore only to discover scoundrels trying to 

trick him and his crew. They tried to trap him and his men, take over their ship and steal the cargo. He and 

his crew narrowly escaped. One of his men was killed or captured as they barely got back to their ship.  

They put the badly damaged ship to sea, but it was impossible to completely control it, their food 

supply was almost completely gone, and they had to continually bail out the water!  

Riley talks about how it was a “miracle” they escaped, but their situation still looked like they were 

doomed. He continued to encourage his men to bail the boat, as he says: “by reminding them of our 

miraculous escape… I still entertained hopes of our preservation; …that it was a duty we owed to God and 

ourselves to strive to the latest breath to prevent our own destruction.” 

 I have never been as desperate as what he describes. But have you ever thought of your sufferings 

and struggles as “a duty we owe to God” to persevere no matter the odds—to strive on? I take him to mean, 

that he believed, no matter how severe our sufferings and miserable our situation—in God’s eyes there is 

still purpose and meaning in our lives. And we should think of those things God had done for us in the past. 

That should encourage us as he encouraged his men to fight on.  

There is much more to his story. Their struggles of enslavement only get more harrowing! He and 

his men were stripped naked and as he said, “The sun beat very fiercely upon us, and our skins seemed 

actually to fry like meat before the fire.”  

This 6’1” man had weighed 240lbs. ten years prior to being enslaved, and after two or three months, 

when he was rescued by a total stranger, they weighed him and he was just short of 90lbs! 

 In 1817 he writes about his survival in a book in which he gave the “short” title of: An Authentic 

Narrative of the Loss of the American Brig Commerce, Wrecked on the Western Coast of Africa, in the 

month of August 1815, with an Account of the Sufferings of the Surviving Officers and Crew, who were 

Enslaved by the Wandering Arabs on the Great African Desart, or Zahahrah.  

Throughout the ordeal he seems to be continually praying to God and giving Him the credit for 

getting them through each agonizing step without knowing how it was going to end. The men were split up 

and through God’s grace he somehow made it through with four other crew members!  

Scholar Donald J. Ratcliffe, concludes that Riley’s story and experience became commonly known 

throughout the land. He mentions over several years a number of newspaper articles where they would only 

casually refer to, “Riley’s ‘Narrative’” or “Riley’s travels” and the writers were expecting their readers to 

know exactly who and what they were talking about. In 1838, James Fenimore Cooper refers to Riley’s 

“skin and bones” and many years later in 1864 Henry David Thoreau also mentions Riley’s Narrative.  

He came to be known as a man of suffering and struggles.  



How do you think of your struggles and sufferings? There was a young man from a poor Kentucky 
family who had struggled in his life and was going to suffer a great deal more. He was going to lead a nation 

through possibly its greatest time of misery. The young man happened to read Riley’s book. His name is 

Abraham Lincoln. And when he ran for President he listed the books that most influenced his life. He listed 

the Bible, Pilgrim’s Progress, Captain James Riley’s Narrative and three others.  

Scholar Gerald McMurtry said, “Of all the books that Lincoln read during his youth there is none 

more interesting and entertaining than Captain James Riley’s Narrative…Lincoln received from this book 

many ideas regarding slavery.”  

His story of survival affected not only those who read his story such as Abraham Lincoln, but our 

entire nation.  

A boy from Cromwell, from our church, had more influence than he ever had reason to expect as a 

boy. You may not write a book, but perhaps you have more influence than you know! Only God knows! 

Think about whom you might influence and encourage in your daily life and yes even in your struggles! 

Bruce Huffaker 
 

Giving to our Church 
  

In terms of giving to our Church, we have now added VENMO.  For those of you that use VENMO, 

we can now accept electronic banking transfers sent to @FirstCongregational-Church.  If you are an initial 

donor prompted for an optional edit asking for the last 4 digits of the Church phone number, please use 

7709.  Our Financial Secretary will be able to credit your account for your gift.  

For those of you who have been able to attend the Sunday morning services, there is an offering 

plate at the front of the Sanctuary for your use. We are unable to pass offering plates during the service at 

this time.  

We can receive gifts in the following ways:  

1) Checks sent to the Church. Please mail to:                  

First Congregational Church of Cromwell                         

            Attn: Tammy Steele                    

            P.O. Box 156                 

            Cromwell, CT 06416              
 

2) Electronic Pay through your bank if you do electronic banking.  Instructions should be 

    similar to:                          

A) Add Payee (just like you would add Eversource, etc.)               

B) Enter Payee Name - First Congregational Church of Cromwell                          

C) Add Payee Details                 

Payee Account Number (Optional - could be your envelope number)                         

                        Re-enter Payee Account Number - only if you entered this above                

                        Address Line 1 - P.O. Box 156                

                        City - Cromwell               

                        State - CT                      

                        Payee Zip Code - 06416                         

D) Hit Add Payee and you should now see our Church as one of your Payees                   

E) Now you can pay our Church just like one of your other payees and a check should be 

     cut by your bank to the Church in about one week. 
 

3) VENMO application – electronic banking application 

            @FirstCongregational-Church 

            Optional Code for First Time Donors – 7709  

 

 

 

 

 



December 2020 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

29  

 
 

9:30 AM Worship Service  

30  

Poinsettia Orders 

Due!  

10:00 AM Bible 

Study  

6:30 PM Over 

Eaters Group  

1 

6:30 PM Zoom 

Bible Study  

2 

12:00 PM 

Daytime Ladies 

Luncheon 

3 4 5 

6  

 
 

9:30 AM Worship Service  

7 

10:00 AM Bible 

Study  

6:30 PM Deacon 

Board Meeting  

6:30 PM Over 

Eaters Group  

8 

6:30 PM Zoom 

Bible Study  

9 10 11 12 

8:00 AM Men's 

Breakfast at 

Mitchell's on Main  

13 

 
9:30 AM Worship Service  

14 

10:00 AM Bible 

Study  

6:30 PM Finance & 

Property Board  

6:30 PM Over 

Eaters Group  

15 

6:30 PM Zoom 

Bible Study  

16 

7:00 PM Blue Star 

Moms  

17 

7:00 PM Executive 

Board Meeting  

18 19 

20 

 
9:30 AM Worship Service  

21 

10:00 AM Bible 

Study  

6:30 PM Over 

Eaters Group  

22 23 24 

 
 

4:00 PM Christmas 

Eve Family Service  

11:00 PM 

Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Service  

25 

 
Merry Christmas - 

Office Closed!  

26 

27 

9:30 AM Worship Service  

28 

Office Closed!  

29 30 31 

Office Closed!  

1 

 
 

Happy New 

Year - Office 

Closed!  

2 

AA Meetings: Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday at 7:00 a.m.  

AA Meetings: Tuesday and Friday at Noon  

Queen of Holy Apostles Preparatory School  

- The Christian Education Wing 1st floor classrooms (except the nursery) on Monday & Thursday 9:00 

a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  

- The Fellowship Hall on Monday & Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. and Thursday 

 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.  

- They will be on Christmas Break from December 21st – January 8th. They will return on January 11th 

to their above schedule.  

 

Center Point Community Church will be using our Sanctuary on Sundays from 

12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.  


