
Dear Members and Friends,                                       January 2021 
 

 I still cannot believe that 2020 is ending and we are at the threshold of a brand-new year with all the 

unknowns, for no one knows what the future holds; we all wish for the best, good health, job security, happy 

marriages and family, new and fun experiences, who doesn’t? And yet, things come up that no one planned for, 

viruses, economic failures, cancer, loss of jobs, loss of health, loss of loved ones, etc. The difficulty is, no one 

knows and as James reminds us, as we plan for what is ahead, let us always remember to say, “If the Lord so 

wills.” 

 I think that the best way to describe this past year is, “It was the best of times, it was the worst of time!” 

Actually, hasn’t it always been that way. No one has a monopoly on just good things or bad things, though there 

are some that seem to have all good and others all bad.  The late British Prime Minister Winston Churchill once 

said, “It is a mistake to try to look too far ahead, the chain of destiny can only be grasped one link at a. 

time.” What Churchill said wasn’t new, as a matter of fact, Jesus when giving His Sermon on the Mount put it 

this way in Matthew 6:25,27, “Therefore, I tell you, do not worry about your life … Can any one of you by 

worrying add a single hour to your life?”   

 So, what do we do? How do we plan? What things do we put in motion? Unfortunately, for some, they 

have become so paralyzed with fear and anxiety that they are in a stuck mode, unable to make any decision due to 

the unknown. If you think about it, the unknown lives in each and every one of us. Unknowns are really just a way 

of life. The unknowns have always been and will always be a part of each of our realities, and yet for the most 

part, we continue to move forward making the best decisions we can with what we know and then ultimately we 

leave it in God’s hands. 

 Keeping this in mind, what will you do in 2021? Will you continue to live in fear with a frame of mind that 

there is nothing you can do but wait (for some the waiting is all about waiting for the Covid-19 virus to catch up 

with them.) Or, will you begin to put into place some goals with plans on how you can make 2021 a year of serving 

the Lord by sharing His love for everyone. 

 I believe that it will take us the first 4-6 months of 2021 before we as a nation get back to some normality 

in our everyday lives. Knowing this we will continue to zoom and live stream our Sunday morning service as well 

as probably conduct most of our Bible studies and board meetings through zoom. However, this is not going to 

stop us from coming up with new ways to reach out to others, especially families with children.  

 To be totally honest, I am not sure about how to do this, but the board members and I are open to hearing 

and discussing other ways for reaching out. When I say open, we understand how we did church prior to Covid-

19 was not working. We are brainstorming on new creative ways and means to reach out to the community where 

they are, not just expecting them to come to the church. In other words, we want input from you of ideas of what 

we can do.  

 I believe that most ministers are well aware of what the problems are, but very few of them know what to 

do to change it. This is said, not as an excuse, but as a confession that for us as a church to minister to and share 

God’s word to those outside of the church, we are all, and I mean all of us are going to have to be in this together. 

No one person or board can do it alone. It will need to be a concerted effort. 

 We recognize that it will mean moving outside of our comfort zone and being willing to try some new 

things and being open to new ideas. The truth be told, none of us likes to change as it requires of us movement to 

unfamiliar territory, yet if we don’t, we will be in trouble. It’s not just small businesses, restaurants, gyms etc. that 

are closing during this Covid-19 time, but there are 100’s of churches that are shutting their doors due to lack of 

bodies and finances. We have been blessed with a very giving congregation, but what good is the money if you do 

not have the people. 

 I say this not to intimidate or scare anyone. Actually, I see this as a golden opportunity to be on the cutting 

edge of what God wants His church to do, to go out, to move off the pews and into the streets and homes of our 

community sharing the Good News, For God so loved the world that He gave……. 

 Take some time to pray about how you can be part of the new things that God wants us to do. Amen 

                        In His Love, Pastor Doug 



SOMETHING NEW 
  

Starting on Wednesday, January 6th, we will begin holding a time of prayer for our church and our community. 

This will be done at the church starting at 6:30 p.m. or in your own home. The reason for this prayer time is to 

seek out what God wants us to do as a congregation to reach out in to our community.  
 

II Chronicles 7:14 challenges us with these words: if my people, who are called by my name, will humble 

themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and 

I will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 
 

Take a moment to look at this passage 

IF: This verse is not a command, rather it is a conditional statement giving the challenge and the results of what 

will happen if the people rise to the challenge. 

MY PEOPLE: This challenge is only for His people, those who are serious about their Christian walk and 

obligation to be praying for our nation. 

WHO ARE CALLED: Anyone who makes the claim that they are a Christian is called to pray. 

BY MY NAME: WE are told in the scripture that at the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow, and every tongue 

will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. There is power in the name of Jesus. 

WILL HUMBLE THEMSELVES: When one is humble, they recognize the sovereignty of God and that He is 

the One in control, our job is to be obedient. 

AND PRAY: Prayer is all about talking with God. 

AND SEEK MY FACE: We are told to seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness. He is the source 

of all our strength and hope. 

AND TURN: To turn means to go in the other directions, to do the opposite. 

FROM THEIR WICKED WAYS: The challenge here is to be open to the Holy Spirit to speak into your lives 

regarding things that may be causing a hindrance in your spiritual walk and then to make the changes that are 

necessary to do what is right.  

THEN: This is one of those things where “If you do this – I will do this”. Nothing will happen until you and I 

humble ourselves, turn away from unrighteousness and then pray. God’s doing is conditional upon our doing. 

I WILL HEAR FROM HEAVEN: This is a promise and God keeps His promises. Not only does He then hear 

our prayers, but then…… 

I WILL FORGIVE THEIR SINS: What more can we ask for than to be forgiven for those things that we have 

done that ought not to have been done. 

AND I WILL HEAL THEIR LAND: If there ever was a time in the history of our nation when we need 

healing, it is now, from politics, to Covid-19, to family breakups, to financial struggles, it is upon us and there is 

a need for healing. 
 

So, whether you can join us in person in the sanctuary from 6:30 – 7:00 p.m. or remain in your home, set aside 

some time to pray and let us ask God for some good things for our church, our homes, and our nation. 
 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
1. Jerry Collum, the husband of the late Renell Collum passed away on December 11, 2020 after a brief battle  

    with Kidney cancer. Please pray for the children, Robert and Crystal that God will give them comfort.  

2. Sometime around mid-January, after the Christmas decorations have been removed, we will resume doing some  

    painting in the Sanctuary. If you would like to help, please call Pastor Doug for more information. 

3. Our Annual meeting will be held after the Sunday morning service on January 31st in the church sanctuary. We  

    hope that we will be able to set up a Zoom meeting for those who cannot attend. Watch your mail. 

4. A special note of thanks to Dennis McMullen and Tom Smith who have reinstalled all the refinished communion 

   cup holders and visitors card holders. They are now slowly reinstalling the hymnal racks that were stripped of  

   the lead paint and shellacked. They look great. 

 



 

OFFICIAL CALL FOR THE 305th ANNUAL MEETING 

 

The 305th Annual Meeting of the First Congregational Church will be held on Sunday, January 31 2021 at 10:30 

a.m., for the purpose of: 

1. Hearing reports for 2020 

2. Adopting a budget for 2021 

3. Elections of new Officers, Board & Committee members for 2021 

4. Hearing any other business, which may properly come before the meeting 

 

Copies of the Annual meeting will be available in the Narthex on January 24, 2021 after the service. You may 

call and arrange to pick up one at the church. 

All members and friends are urged to attend.   

Historian Article 

 

While coming up with your resolutions for 2021, you might want to borrow this list from one of our 1984 

Newsletters, written by our Pastor, Rev. Bill Clark. 
 

“I promise… 
 

to be so strong that nothing can disturb my peace of mind. 

to make all my friends feel that there is something special about them. 

to look at the sunny side of everything and make that optimism come true. 

to think only of the best, to work only to make the best come true. 

to be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as I am about my own. 

to forget past mistakes, pressing on to greater future achievements. 

to wear my cheerfulness, giving every living creature I meet a SMILE. 

to give such time to the improvement of my life, I’ll have no time to criticize others. 

To be too large for worry, too mobile for anger, too strong for fear and too happy to permit the presence of 

trouble.” 
 

Happy New Year! 
 

TALK ABOUT CYBER MONDAY! 

A note from the TAG SALE committee 

As of this writing we can truly see the effect of people staying home and ordering online. The past month 

garnered 100 orders! Thanks to all of you who have generously donated your vintage items. 

We will be totaling up our orders for 2020 and putting that figure in the annual report.  

We need small (under 10inches) boxes for shipping and bubble wrap (not air packs). 

Thank you once again and Happy New Year! 

Karen and Jean 



 

 

 

Giving to our Church 
  

In terms of giving to our Church, we have now added VENMO.  For those of you that use VENMO, we 

can now accept electronic banking transfers sent to @FirstCongregational-Church.  If you are an initial donor 

prompted for an optional edit asking for the last 4 digits of the Church phone number, please use 7709.  Our 

Financial Secretary will be able to credit your account for your gift.  

For those of you who have been able to attend the Sunday morning services, there is an offering plate at 

the front of the Sanctuary for your use. We are unable to pass offering plates during the service at this time.  

We can receive gifts in the following ways:  

1) Checks sent to the Church. Please mail to:                  

First Congregational Church of Cromwell                         

            Attn: Tammy Steele                    

            P.O. Box 156                 

            Cromwell, CT 06416              
 

2) Electronic Pay through your bank if you do electronic banking.  Instructions should be 

    similar to:                          

A) Add Payee (just like you would add Eversource, etc.)               

B) Enter Payee Name - First Congregational Church of Cromwell                          

C) Add Payee Details                 

Payee Account Number (Optional - could be your envelope number)                         

                        Re-enter Payee Account Number - only if you entered this above                

                        Address Line 1 - P.O. Box 156                

                        City - Cromwell               

                        State - CT                      

                        Payee Zip Code - 06416                         

D) Hit Add Payee and you should now see our Church as one of your Payees                   

E) Now you can pay our Church just like one of your other payees and a check should be 

     cut by your bank to the Church in about one week. 
 

3) VENMO application – electronic banking application 

            @FirstCongregational-Church 

            Optional Code for First Time Donors – 7709  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 

2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 

3. The Church E-mail address is  

    fcchurch01@snet.net 

4. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday. 

5. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 

6. The office hours are: Mon. – Thurs. 9 – 2 

     p.m. The secretary is off on Friday.  

7. The church address: 355 Main St. P.O. 

    Box 156, Cromwell, CT 06416 

8. Facebook, find us listed at First      

    Congregational Church Cromwell  
 

Remember to watch the church Facebook 

page to listen to Pastor Doug give a brief 

devotional on Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday, and Friday at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 
PUBLICITY!  

 

If you have need to put an article into the 

papers or need help with getting the word 

out about a special event, Lisa Paradis 

oversees our publicity. She has an inbox, 

labeled Publicity, in the copy room office.  

 

 

Mission Board  

We, as a board, pray that this month’s 

newsletter finds all of you safe and healthy. 

Depending upon when this newsletter is 

published, we hope that you will have or 

that you have had a very Merry Christmas!  

A few of us from the board had the 

opportunity, on December 5th, to help 

Wheels for the World pack a 53-foot trailer 

at their warehouse in Seymour. We received 

a thank you e-mail, on the 7th, from Cindy 

Dunbar along with the following totals of 

equipment packed: 300 wheelchairs, two 

thirds of which were specialty chairs, 320 

walkers, 150 canes, 347 pairs of crutches, 30 

wheelchair trays, and many more related 

items. The shipment was being trucked to a 

prison site in Kansas where these items will 

be refurbished and sent where needed, 

whether it be in our country, or in other 

places around the world. It was a very 

satisfying experience to be involved in such 

a worthy event. It’s hoped that we as a 

board, can participate in this endeavor on a 

more consistent basis starting in 2021.  We 

will be involving ourselves in other local 

outreaches as well in the near future.  While 

preparing this newsletter we are in the 

process of sending out Christmas greetings 

to our outstanding missionaries as they 

holdup the word of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  

We wish you all a very Happy and Healthy 

2021, and beyond, as we look forward to the 

future that God has in store for us all.  

In His Service,  

Rob Foberg, Lorrie Huffaker, and John 

Savvides  
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CE BOARD NEWS 

   We continue to navigate through our new 

normal with our “virtual” Sunday School 

model.  Our teachers continue to do a 

wonderful job with lesson presentation via 

zoom and the children remain engaged and 

connected.   We have decided to continue 

our virtual model through the spring in an 

overabundance of caution and safety for 

everyone.  I cannot thank the Sunday School 

teachers and RoseMary Frederick enough 

for all they have done to keep our children 

in touch with their church friends and family 

during such an uncertain time for everyone.  

On behalf of the CE Board, I would like to 

wish everyone a Happy New Year and 

abundant wishes of health and happiness in 

2021. 

In His Love, 

Martha Haswell-Bonaiuto, CE Board Chair  

 

Ladies Daytime  

Fellowship Luncheon 
 

Ladies Daytime Fellowship 

Luncheon will meet on  

Wednesday, January 6, at noon. All are 

welcome bring your own lunch and drink. 

Wearing masks and physical distancing is 

required.  
  

about:blank
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, 

January 21st at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports from 

the different boards, review the church 

budget, and discuss any new business of the 

church. The Board members are either the 

Chairman or alternate of each board, Church 

Treasurer, Church Clerk and two Members at 

Large. The Members at Large are to represent 

the church as a whole and are available to 

you, the congregation, to talk with about any 

concerns that you feel need to be addressed 

within the church, to express your opinion 

about any issues, or to share with them how 

you feel things are within the church, both the 

positive and negative.  

 

Financials 
 

As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in 

January, we will keep everyone up to date on 

a monthly basis as to how the church finances 

are doing.  

 

Period Ending: November 30, 2020   
Income:            $173,184.36  

Expense:            $173,106.80 

Income (Under) Expenses:            $77.56 

 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cancellations Due to Storms! 

In case of bad weather, Pastor Doug will 

contact NBC Connecticut and WFSB 

Channel 3 and inform them if we are 

cancelling.   

There are several ways to look up this 

information and get up to the minute storm 

closing information.  

1. Watch NBC Connecticut News or 

Channel 3 Eye Witness News 

2. Log onto nbcconnecticut.com or 

www.wfsb.com 

3. There is an NBC Connecticut App 

and Weather App or go to 

www.wfsb.com to sign up for CBS 

instant notification for your mobile 

phone and tablet.  

4. We are also partnering with the 

following Clear Channel radio 

stations: 

 FM stations: 92.5, 95.7, 105.9  

AM stations: 1410 

 

Hopefully, we will have a mild winter and no 

cancellations.  

God Bless,  

The Church Office 
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January 2021 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

12:30 PM Center Point 

Communion Church  

28 

Belated 

Boxing Day - 

Office Closed!  

29 30 31 

Office 

Closed!  

1 

 
Happy New 

Year - Office 

Closed!  

2 

3 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

12:30 PM Center Point 

Communion Church  

4 

 

5 6 

12:00 PM 

Ladies 

Daytime 

Fellowship 

Luncheon  

6:30 – 7:00 

PM Prayer 

Time 

7 8 9 

8:00 AM 

Men's 

Breakfast at 

Mitchell's on 

Main  

10 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

12:30 PM Center Point 

Communion Church  

11 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study 

 

6:30 PM 
Deacon Board 

Meeting 

 

12 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

13 

6:30 – 7:00 

PM Prayer 

Time 

14 15 16 

17 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

12:30 PM Center Point 

Communion Church  

18  

 
10:00 AM 

Bible Study 

6:30 PM 

Finance & 

Property 

Board 

19 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

20 

 

6:30 – 7:00 

PM Prayer 

Time 

21 

7:00 PM 

Executive 

Board 

Meeting  

22 23 

24 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

12:30 PM Center Point 

Communion Church  

25 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study 

 

 

26 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

27 

 

6:30 – 7:00 

PM Prayer 

Time 

28 29 30 

31 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM 305th Annual 

Meeting 

12:30 PM Center Point 

Communion Church 

 

1 

10:00 AM 
Bible Study 

 

 

2 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

3 

12:00 PM 
Ladies 

Daytime 

Fellowship 

Luncheon 

6:30 – 7:00 

PM Prayer 

Time 

4 5 6 

Monday & Thursday 9:00 – 3:00 p.m. Queen of Holy Apostles Preparatory School – They are returning January 11th  

Tuesday & Friday Noon AA Meetings  

Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday AA Meeting at 7:00 a.m.  

Monday 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. Overeaters Anonymous  


