
A CALL TO PRAYER 
 

 Throughout history, there have been those “Black Swans”, that have literally changed the 

course of history. The definition of a black swan is an unpredictable event that is beyond what is 

normally expected of a situation and has consequences beyond our control. Nicholas Taleb asserts 

that a Black Swan has three attributes:  

1. It is an outlier, as it lies outside the realm of regular expectations, because nothing in the past  

    can convincingly point to its possibility.  

2. It carries an extreme 'impact'.  

3. In spite of its outlier status, human nature makes us concoct explanations for its occurrence  

    after the fact, making it explainable and predictable. 

 

 COVID-19 was and is a black swan. It was unexpected and caught us completely off 

guard, it has impacted our community in an array of ways from people dying, businesses closing, 

individuals and families struggling with loneliness in their isolation, and we have been trying for 

the last nine months to come up with a plausible explanation that is constantly evolving as we 

learn more information. 

 It has infiltrated our homes, our health, our businesses and even the political realm. As a 

result of this we have become a divided nation on many fronts and there is a need for divine 

intervention. 

 It is for this reason that I am calling us as a church to join with one another to pray. We 

are told in II Chronicles 7:14-15, “If my people who are called by my name will humble 

themselves and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from 

heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. Now mine eyes shall be open, and 

mine ears shall attend unto the prayer that is made in this place.” 

 We have set aside Wednesday evening from 6:30-7:00 p.m. to meet in the church 

sanctuary and spend some time before the Lord in prayer for our church, our community our 

nations, our leaders, and for the will of God to be done. For those who do not feel comfortable 

meeting in person, join with us from you homes and spend those 30 minutes in prayer.  

 I honestly believe that right now, the biggest need as well as action is for us to pray, so 

join with us and let’s believe in God for some great things to happen. 

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
1. Many different individuals in the church have blessed us as a church over the past year, from  

    doing special projects in the church to reaching out to others in the church family by phone  

    and mail. Thank you. 

2. I want to give a special thanks to Alex Herrera who has taken on the task of recording and  

    posting our Sunday morning services allowing those who have not yet returned to church to  

    join with us. 

3. A note of thanks to Dennis McMullen, who despite losing his two sidekicks (Ken Whitney  

    and Thomas Smith, both recovering from health issues) has continued to install the newly  

    shellacked hymnal holders in the sanctuary. 

4. Congratulations to Jim and Tammy Steele who became grandparents for the second time as  

    their daughter gave birth to a little girl, Amelia Jo Talbot.  
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ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 

Wednesday 

February 17th 

7:00 p.m. 
     We will have our Ash Wednesday Service at the church for anyone who is interested in coming. 

It will immediately follow our prayer time from 6:30 – 7:00 p.m. The service will be live via 

Facebook for those who would like to join with us and we will be celebrating Holy Communion.  

     Ash Wednesday is the beginning of the season of Lent, the 40 days prior to Easter minus the 6 

Sundays, when the church prepares to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday 

morning. This is a time of self-reflection and evaluation, a time to search our hearts to rid ourselves 

of those things that may hinder our relationship with God.  

     Many churches use this as a time of self-denial when people give up something so that they can 

spend more time in prayer as well as take any money they may save and give it to those in need. 

The challenge for us is what do we give up. Some give up coffee, chocolates, desserts, etc. and 

this is all well and good. I would like to challenge us a congregation to consider maybe giving up 

30 minutes a day of television, or reading, or recreation and use that time to spend in prayer for 

the church, for each other and for yourself that you might grow in your relationship with the Lord.  
 

LENTEN SERVICES 
                                                      

     Because of COVID-19 we are once again canceling our Soup and Devotions on Wednesday 

evenings. For those who are interested, I will be doing a short meeting with scripture readings, a 

meditation, and a hymn appropriate to the theme of the meditation. I invite you to either come to 

our prayer time from 6:30 -7:00 p.m. and then stay for the short service or go to Facebook and 

watch the service at 7:00 p.m. The theme for the 5 evenings will be taken from Ephesians 1:3-15: 
 

 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the 

heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the 

creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he[b] predestined us for 

adoption to sonship[c] through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— 6 to the 

praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 7 In him we have 

redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s 

grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, 9 he[d] made known to us the 

mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into 

effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth 

under Christ. 11 In him we were also chosen,[e] having been predestined according to the plan of 

him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who 

were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13 And you also were 

included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you 

believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit 

guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the 

praise of his glory.” 

 Each night we will look at the spiritual blessings that are ours as a result of what Christ did 

on the Cross of calvary and how we can fully partake of it in our everyday lives. 

 

about:blank#fen-NIV-29212b
about:blank#fen-NIV-29212c
about:blank#fen-NIV-29216d
about:blank#fen-NIV-29218e


Deacon’s Corner 

“He, Himself, bore our sins” in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for 

righteousness; by His wounds you have been healed.” -1Peter 2:24 

The heart of Lent as a season for true sacrifice to truly understand. If Lent is to be truly holy, it 

must be a time not only of reflection and remorse, but also of giving. It is a time for reaching out 

to one another in gestures of love and hope.  A time to pray to God praising His support, asking 

His help in understanding, and most of all thinking and doing outside of ourselves.  We are about 

doing God’s will with His unconditional love. 

Deacons have been meeting regularly planning, training, sharing, and praying on how best we 

can serve this church, and its membership and friends in this new reality before us.  We have 

been able to provide both virtually and in person.  We are striving for ideas that will help our 

membership and friends remain connected; and will partnership with us once again in our 

activities and events when this pandemic is controlled. 

Unfortunately, the Ecumenical Lenten Soup and Discussion Series has been cancelled for this 

Lenten Season. First Congregational Church Cromwell will be continuing with the Wednesday 

Evening Common Prayer from 6:30 to 7:00pm.  The church will be open, or you may choose to 

set aside that time at home. There is no formal service.  We wish to use the power of prayer to 

better ourselves, our family and friends and our country.  

We will be having Ash Wednesday Service on February 17th in the church and on Facebook.  

There will be the regularly scheduled Wednesday Common Prayer from 6:30 to 7:00pm.  

Immediately following at 7:00 p.m., we will begin the Ash Wednesday Service.  We will be 

having communion but there will be no Ashes given. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Giving to our Church 
  

In terms of giving to our Church, we have now added VENMO.  For those of you that use 

VENMO, we can now accept electronic banking transfers sent to @FirstCongregational-

Church.  If you are an initial donor prompted for an optional edit asking for the last 4 digits of 

the Church phone number, please use 7709.  Our Financial Secretary will be able to credit your 

account for your gift.  

For those of you who have been able to attend the Sunday morning services, there is an 

offering plate at the front of the Sanctuary for your use. We are unable to pass offering plates 

during the service at this time.  

We can receive gifts in the following ways:  

1) Checks sent to the Church. Please mail to:                  

First Congregational Church of Cromwell                         

            Attn: Tammy Steele                    

            P.O. Box 156                 

            Cromwell, CT 06416              
 

2) Electronic Pay through your bank if you do electronic banking.  Instructions should be 

    similar to:                          

A) Add Payee (just like you would add Eversource, etc.)               

B) Enter Payee Name - First Congregational Church of Cromwell                          

C) Add Payee Details                 

Payee Account Number (Optional - could be your envelope 

number)                         

                        Re-enter Payee Account Number - only if you entered this above                

                        Address Line 1 - P.O. Box 156                

                        City - Cromwell               

                        State - CT                      

                        Payee Zip Code - 06416                         

D) Hit Add Payee and you should now see our Church as one of your Payees                   

E) Now you can pay our Church just like one of your other payees and a check should be 

     cut by your bank to the Church in about one week. 
 

3) VENMO application – electronic banking application 

            @FirstCongregational-Church 

            Optional Code for First Time Donors – 7709  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, 

February 18, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports 

from the different boards, review the church 

budget, and discuss any new business of the 

church. The Board members are either the 

Chairman or alternate of each board, Church 

Treasurer, Church Clerk and two Members at 

Large. The Members at Large are to represent 

the church as a whole and are available to you, 

the congregation, to talk with about any 

concerns that you feel need to be addressed 

within the church, to express your opinion 

about any issues, or to share with them how you 

feel things are within the church, both the 

positive and negative.  

 

 

 

 

Financials 
 

As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in 

January, we will keep everyone up to date 

monthly as to how the church finances are 

doing.  

 

Period Ending:   December 31, 2020 
 

Income:            $ 191,093.41 

Expense:            $ 190,497.17 

Income (Under) Expenses:           $596.24 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Missions Board 

Hello, Church family and friends.  We, together as a board, hope that all continues to be well 

with you. 

Over the course of the last month, or so, we've received correspondence from Alex and Laura 

Crum and Sjann Waller, representatives of Wycliffe.  We also heard from Carol and Gary 

Culbertson of Cru. 

  The Crums ask for prayers.  Please pray for Alex as he takes over the intricacies of managing 

the finance department of Language Technology (LT), as the current person transfers to lead a 

group in the Pacific.  Additionally, they ask that you pray for more workers to enter the "harvest" 

field.  Many of the Crums' current co-workers are entering retirement age, and they are finding 

that open positions are slow to be filled.  Please pray for them as they consider their “next steps 

in ministry, in location and as a family”.  In 2021, they will be looking for a house as they move 

off the Wycliffe campus to make room for more transit renters and students. 

Sjann asks for prayers for the people of Francophone Africa with a present population of 

442,000,000.  This figure is forecast to become between 845,000,000 and 890,000,000 by the 

year 2050.  This area has close to 1,000 spoken languages.  Numerous language teams across this 

region are using the Faith Comes By Hearing (FCBH) program.  Each team produces its 

translated scriptures, and small groups listen to a chapter of scripture using solar-powered audio 

player, referred to as a Proclaimer.  A trained leader then guides the participants though 

questions and discussions. There are also on-line apps available for people to access scriptures.    

Sjann, along with other family members, attended the November wedding of her granddaughter, 

Alexandria to Patrick O'Neil in Golden, Colorado.  The bulk of the family, in Texas, was unable 

to attend the ceremony due to the virus. 

Carol notes that 2020 has been a difficult year for many to say the least.  In a national survey of 

1,000 high school and college students, almost 25% reported that they knew a peer who 

developed suicidal thoughts since the start of the pandemic and 5% reported making a suicide 

attempt themselves since Covid struck.  She says that they are doing everything they can to meet 

with students virtually and in person when possible.  She asks for prayers that the Lord would 

bring students to Cru to be able to share their relationship with God through Jesus.  She wants to 

encourage students that the Lord has them in the palm of His hand and He will guide them.  We 

also received a Christmas card from Carol in which she thanked our Church for its continued 

support of her ministry with Cru.  She and Gary hope to visit us in the Spring.  She closes with 

Happy New Year! 

In His Service, Rob Foberg, Lorrie Huffaker, John Savvides 



 

Cancellations Due to Storms! 

In case of bad weather, Pastor Doug will 

contact NBC Connecticut and WFSB Channel 

3 and inform them if we are cancelling.   

There are a number of ways to look up this 

information and get up to the minute storm 

closing information.  

1. Watch NBC Connecticut News or 

Channel 3 Eye Witness News 

2. Log onto nbcconnecticut.com or 

www.wfsb.com 

3. There is a NBC Connecticut App and 

Weather App or go to www.wfsb.com 

to sign up for CBS instant notification 

for your mobile phone and tablet.  

4. We are also partnering with the 

following Clear Channel radio stations: 

 FM stations: 92.5, 95.7, 105.9  

AM stations: 1410 

 

Hopefully, we will have a mild winter and no 

cancellations. God Bless,  

The Church Office 

 
PUBLICITY!  

 

If you have need to put an article into the  

papers or need help with getting the word out 

about a special event, Lisa Paradis oversees 

our publicity. She has an inbox labeled 

Publicity in the copy room office.   

 

Ladies Daytime  

Fellowship Luncheon 
 

Ladies Daytime Fellowship 

Luncheon will meet on  

Wednesday, February 3rd at noon. All are 

welcome, bring your own lunch and drink. 

Wearing masks and physical distancing is 

required. If you are planning on attending, 

please call Nancy Clayton (860) 346-2186 so 

appropriate seating can be arranged.  

 

 

 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 

2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 

3. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday. 

4. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 

5. The office hours are: Mon. – Thurs. 9 – 2 

     p.m. The secretary is off on Friday.  

6. The church address: 355 Main St. P.O. 

    Box 156, Cromwell, CT 06416 

7. Facebook, find us listed at First      

    Congregational Church Cromwell  
 

Remember to watch the church Facebook 

page to listen to Pastor Doug give a brief 

devotional on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 

and Friday at 9:30 a.m. 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST AT 

MITCHELL’S ON MAIN  

AT 8:00 A.M.   

FEBRUARY 13TH  
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February 2021 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

31 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM 305th Annual 

Meeting  

12:30 PM Center Point 

Community Church  

1 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

6:30 PM 

Deacon Board 

Meeting  

2 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

3 

12:00 PM 

Ladies 

Daytime 

Fellowship 

Luncheon  

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

4 5 6 

8:30 AM 

Take down 

sanctuary 

decorations  

7 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

12:00 PM Center Point 

Community Church  

8 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

9 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

10 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

11 12 13 

8:00 AM 

Men's 

Breakfast at 

Mitchell's on 

Main  

14  

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

12:00 PM Center Point 

Community Church  

15 

 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

5:30 PM 

Finance and 

Property 

Board  

16 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

17  

 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

7:00 PM Ash 

Wednesday 

Service  

18 

7:00 PM 

Executive 

Board 

Meeting  

19 20 

21 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

12:00 PM Center Point 

Community Church  

22 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

23 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

24 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

7:00 PM 

Devotion 

25 26 27 

28 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

12:00 PM Center Point 

Community Church  

1 2 3 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

7:00 PM 

Devotion 

4 5 6 

 

Monday, Thursday & Friday 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Queen of Holy Apostles Prep Academy  

Monday, Tuesday & Friday – Noon AA Meeting  

Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. AA Meeting  

Every Monday 6:30 p.m. Overeaters Anonymous  


