
 
“How I long for the months gone by, for the days when God watched over me, 

when His lamp shone upon my head and by His light I walked through darkness.  

O for the days when I was in my prime, when God’s intimate friendship blessed 

my house, when the Almighty was still with me.”  (Job 29:2-5 
 

Dear Members and Friends,                March 2021 
 

As I write this letter, the sun has finally broken through the overcast sky, bringing some brightness to what has 

been a dismal day.  The snow has stopped falling after a 24-hour period of on again, off again with rain 

threatening to wash away much of the snowfall.  If I’m honest with myself, even the sun, as cheery as it is, is 

having a hard time lifting my spirit.  The clouds just took away what little sunshine there was and has left behind 

a sense of depression and tiredness.   
 

If just the change of weather can dampen the spirits of us mere mortal beings, can you imagine what Job must 

have felt when he wrote the above words, feeling alone and even abandoned by God when he was at his lowest 

point.  Take a moment with me to look at what he has just experienced.  He lost all his oxen and donkeys used 

to plow the fields, his sheep and servants, and camels have been driven off.  All of his children are killed as the 

house where they were gathered collapsed and crushed them.  He experiences excruciating pain as his body is 

covered with boils.  His best friends try to console him by pointing out the fact that there must be sin in his life 

for which God is punishing him, and all he needs to do is confess and God will forgive him.  Then, his loving 

wife says, “Are you still holding on to your integrity?  Curse God and die”, to which he replies, you are talking 

like a foolish woman.  Shall we accept good from God and not trouble?” 
 

I don’t know about you, but I’m not sure that I would have had the stamina that Job had, who was able to stay 

focused on God, His goodness, and His faithfulness.  I have a feeling that around the time my body was covered 

with boils, I would have been questioning God as to whether He knew what He was doing.  Why?  What did I 

do?  Why me?  And the list of questions go on and on and on. 
 

When we face those difficult moments in our lives, we soon discover what we are made of.  It’s easy to worship 

and praise the Lord when things are going great, but how do we react when we find ourselves in the “Valley of 

Death”, where there seems to be no light, and we can’t feel God? How are we to respond? 

-First, we need to stay focused on God and His goodness.   

-Second, we need to pray and ask the Lord to give us the strength to get through it.   

-Third, we need to share our burdens with someone. God didn’t intend for you and me to be lone rangers.  

-Fourth, we need to keep going to church and giving thanks to the Lord for His faithfulness.   
 

On the wall in my office at home is a plague written by Helen Mallicoat, titled “My Name is I Am”.  I hope this 

is meaningful to you.   
 

I was regretting the past and fearing the future.  Suddenly my Lord was speaking.  “My 

name is I AM.”  He paused.  I waited.  He continued.  “When you live in the past with 

its mistakes and regrets, it is hard.  I am not there.  My name is not, I WAS.  When you 

live in the future, with its problems and fears, it is hard; I am not there.  My name is 

not, I WILL Be.  When you live in this moment, it is not hard.  I am here.  My name is 

I AM. 
 

For the past 11 months, our lives have been burdened and overshadowed by the covid19 virus. It has not been 

easy. Many regret the past as they lament over all the losses in their lives while at the same time they are dreading 

what might lie around the corner with all its unknowns. This has resulted in their inability to live in the here and 

now and enjoy the moment.  David’s words are so appropriate for today, “This is the day that the Lord has made 

and we will rejoice and be glad in it” We can do nothing about the past and we cannot change the future, 

However, this we can do. 
 

We can experience the fulness of God, His joy can be our strength, His love can sustain us, His faithfulness give 

us security, and His presence a fulness of joy. Remember, weeping may endure for the night, but joy comes in 

the morning. 

         In His Loving Service, Pastor Doug 



 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
 

PRAYER TIME 

March 30th at 6:30 p.m. 

We gather in the church sanctuary every Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m. for a time of prayer for our church, 

our community, and our nation. If you cannot join with us in person, set that time aside at home to be in prayer 

with us. 
 

NO MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE 
 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 

April 1st at 7:00 p.m. 

We will be doing a dramatic presentation of the last 7 words of Christ while on the cross and how those word 

seven impact us today 2,000 years later.  
 

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 

April 4th at 6:15 a.m. 

Join me down on the riverfront at Cromwell Landing (weather permitting or at Frisbee Park) for an early 

morning celebration of the resurrection of the Jesus Christ. As the sun rises, we will join our voices as one 

giving thanks to God for the gift of life that is ours because of what Christ has done. 
 

EASTER SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE 

April 4th at 9:30 a.m. 

With the covid19 numbers going down, people getting their vaccine, and the ongoing safety precautions 

(proper physical distancing, wearing face masks and taking temperatures when people come into the church), 

we hope that you will feel comfortable joining with us for our Easter celebration. Now, more than ever, the 

family of God needs to come together for fellowship, worship, and encouragement.   
 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 

1. If anyone needs any assistance in setting up an appointment to get a covid19 vaccine shot  

     and/or needs a ride, please call the office and we will have someone assist you. 

2. A special note of thanks to Dennis McMullen who has completed installing the hymnal  

     holders. 

3. We are in need of some individuals who can and like to paint to come volunteer to help us  

     finish painting the white trim around the windows, the pillars, and then start painting the  

     brown trim on the pews. If you are interested, please call Pastor Doug. 

4. We want to thank you for your patience as we continue to set up our recording of our service.  

     Right now, we are recording them 3 different ways. (1) Upon request, CD’s are being made of the service to  

     give to those who do not have internet. (2) We are live streaming on Facebook  

     through the use of the pastor’s phone and (3) we are doing live YouTube recording of our  

     services through the camera system we purchased.   
 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
This past year we were blessed to have Pat Whitney along with her husband, Ken, do our front flower beds. 

Due to unforeseen circumstances, Pat needs to step down from doing it though she has said she will help on 

occasion. We wish to thank Pat and Ken for the wonderful job that they did. 

If you are interested in helping maintain the flower beds, please call Pastor Doug and let him know. Pat said 

that she will walk you through what needs to be done and when. Thank you for being willing to help. 

 

  



 
 
 

Mission Board 

 
 

We are one step closer to SPRING! 

 

The Missions Board met via ZOOM in Feb. with our 2020 Board Members continuing in their positions: Rob 

Foberg – Chairman, John Savvides – Treasurer, Lorrie Huffaker – Secretary. Pastor Doug will continue to 

meet with us.  

 

Thank you notes for funds sent in December were received from the Alpha, Pivot, St. Vincent DePaul and 

Sjann Waller of Wycliffe.  

 

St. Vincent DePaul sends “Our Great Thankfulness to all the members of your Congregation” and wrote of 

their hope of “not only providing meals but also case workers to help our neighbors reverse the downward 

spiral facing so many.” 

 

Sjaan Waller, with Wycliffe, writes that the Scriptures are being put on “Proclaimer Machines”. Shipments in 

at least 5 languages will go out this year, 30 in the Guayabero language. You can even listen to them. On your 

phone: enter GoogleScriptureearth.org. The app will open up with Countries around the world. Go to Colombia 

and Guarabero and you can listen to the Bible in the Guayabero language. The “Proclaimer Machines” are sent 

because there are not a lot of cell towers nor is there much electricity in the jungles. She asks for prayers for 

this shipment. 

 

Continued prayer is requested for Laura Crumb who has undiagnosed health issues.  

Carol & Gary Culbertson request prayer for their work with middle school students. 

 

We received news that Ken Metz sold his house in 8 hours. Advised by those in Peru to wait before returning, 

he continues to be hopeful about going back to Peru in the future. Ken’s new address is: Ken Metz c/o: 

Wodley, 6055 Blue Springs Rd, Cleveland, TN 37311 

 

Wheels for the World reports that March is Joni & Friends National Wheelchair Collection Month. According 

to the World Health Organization, 75 million people need a wheelchair and only 10% have access to one.  

 

The initial 2021 Quarterly payments will go out this month. 

 

The Missions Board plans to research potential local outreach programs and let you know about them in our 

Church Newsletter. This month we would like to familiarize you with the Foodshare program. 

 

In His Service, 

Rob Foberg 

Lorrie Huffaker 

Jon Savvides 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Local Volunteer Opportunities 

 
The Missions Board is highlighting local Volunteer Opportunities.  

 

The Foodshare Program   Bruce & Lorrie Huffaker started volunteering for Food Share this past December. 

 

Here’s what we know.   Foodshare recently joined forces with the Connecticut Food Bank. 

From their website: “Connecticut Food Bank and Foodshare are Connecticut’s two regional food banks. Both 

are members of the national Feeding America network. Last year, Connecticut Food Bank and Foodshare 

distributed enough food to provide nearly 40 million meals through a network of more than 700 community-

based hunger-relief programs, including food pantries, community kitchens, and emergency shelters, while 

also working on long-term solutions. More than 8,000 volunteers help power the work of the food banks. Last 

year, they gave more than 62,000 hours of service. “ 

Here’s how it works.  Go to the Foodshare Web Site (foodshare.org) Click on Volunteer where all events will 

come up. There are all sorts of events in various cities and towns, some large, some small, some inside, some 

outside. Bruce and Lorrie chose a “Mobile Foodshare” event so that they could be outside. 

Here’s what a listing looks like: 

Mobile Foodshare - New Britain HA - Bond Street 

Tue, February 9, 9 am - 9:45 am (45 minutes)     3 slots remaining   New Britain HA - 464 Broad Street  Please 

wear your mask and check in with the site coordinator. You will receive further instructions.  Volunteers 

are needed to help at various outdoor community sites to help pre-pack bags of food for people to pick up at 

our Mobile Foodshare program.   Note: Age requirement, must be at least 16 years old and able to lift up 

to 30 pounds to sign-up for this event. 

There is a button to click to sign up. The day before, they call to see if you are healthy or have questions. It 

was ok that Lorrie couldn’t lift 30 lbs. They dressed warm. They gave out plastic gloves. They put grocery 

items and produce in bags, working pretty quickly for about 45 minutes. Bruce helped put out tables. Everyone 

was friendly and appreciative of the help. They plan to sign up once a month. “It feels good to be doing 

something to help.”  Contact Lorrie & Bruce if you have questions. 

Are you volunteering? Please let us know what you are doing so other members of our Church Family can 

help, too. 

Tag Sale News 
 

Thank you for the support from so many members who are saving their packing materials and delivering them 

to Jean’s house. We also have received some great supplies that were ordered (small boxes, tape, and bubble, 

etc.) these are very much appreciated.  For those of you who aren’t on-line shoppers and might be wondering 

how these items are presented on line, you can go to the Etsy website and take a look at the shop: 

https://www.etsy.com/shop/JeansVintageJunk . It was established by Jean Dunning before the church was 

selling on line. The name was already known in the vintage sale world, so it has been kept the same, but it now 

reflects that sales are to benefit the First Congregational Church of Cromwell.   You can see the types of items 

that we are selling, some may surprise you. As long as they are manufactured before 2002, they can be sold as 

vintage. That may seem not too old to some of us who have shoes older than that…but those are the guidelines. 

It is interesting that toys from the 1990’s are very popular. So, re-think when you are spring cleaning.                                                   
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EASTER FLOWER ORDER FORM 

Name:___________________________________Phone#:________________ 
             Type               Quantity       $/Plant                Cost 

Easter Lily    __   $10.00   _____ 

Red Tulip    __   $9.00    _____ 

Yellow Tulip    __   $9.00    _____ 

Lavender Tulip   __   $9.00    _____ 

Pink Tulip    __   $9.00    _____ 

Orange Tulip    __   $9.00    _____ 

White Tulip    __   $9.00    _____ 

Pink Hyacinth   __   $9.00    _____ 

Blue Hyacinth   __   $9.00    _____ 

White Hyacinth   __   $9.00    _____ 

Daffodil    __   $9.00    _____ 

Blue Hydrangeas   __            $13.00   _____ 

White Hydrangeas   __            $13.00   _____ 

Large Blue Hydrangeas  __           $17.00   _____ 

Large White Hydrangeas  __           $17.00   _____ 

Light Pink Azalea   __             $17.00   _____ 

Dark Pink Azalea   __             $17.00   _____ 

 

   Total Plants ___       Total Cost    _____ 

 

Message for the bulletin: (Ex. “Given by John Doe in memory of Jane Doe”): 

 

 

 

 

Return with payment (checks payable to FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH) by March 8, 2021.  

 

First Congregational Church 
P.O. Box 156 

Cromwell, CT  06416 
Late orders cannot be accepted. 

 



 
 

Giving to our Church 
  

In terms of giving to our Church, we have now added VENMO.  For those of you that use VENMO, we 

can now accept electronic banking transfers sent to @FirstCongregational-Church.  If you are an initial donor 

prompted for an optional edit asking for the last 4 digits of the Church phone number, please use 7709.  Our 

Financial Secretary will be able to credit your account for your gift.  

For those of you who have been able to attend the Sunday morning services, there is an offering plate at 

the front of the Sanctuary for your use. We are unable to pass offering plates during the service at this time.  

We can receive gifts in the following ways:  

1) Checks sent to the Church. Please mail to:                  

First Congregational Church of Cromwell                         

            Attn: Tammy Steele                    

            P.O. Box 156                 

            Cromwell, CT 06416              
 

2) Electronic Pay through your bank if you do electronic banking.  Instructions should be 

    similar to:                          

A) Add Payee (just like you would add Eversource, etc.)               

B) Enter Payee Name - First Congregational Church of Cromwell                          

C) Add Payee Details                 

Payee Account Number (Optional - could be your envelope number)                         

                        Re-enter Payee Account Number - only if you entered this above                

                        Address Line 1 - P.O. Box 156                

                        City - Cromwell               

                        State - CT                      

                        Payee Zip Code - 06416                         

D) Hit Add Payee and you should now see our Church as one of your Payees                   

E) Now you can pay our Church just like one of your other payees and a check should be 

     cut by your bank to the Church in about one week. 
 

3) VENMO application – electronic banking application 

            @FirstCongregational-Church 

            Optional Code for First Time Donors – 7709  

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

Historian Notes – Lorrie Huffaker 
 

 
 
 
 

CE BOARD 
 

   I hope this message finds everyone safe and well.  Our Virtual Sunday School model remains successful with 

participation and engagement from multiple families.  It has been a team effort as we continue to navigate 

through these uncertain times and we remain so thankful that moden technology has allowed us all the ability 

to stay connected with our church fmily.  We are hopeful for the ability to return in person in the Fall (with a 

possible church wide rally day picnic!) if we are so able to and will adjust accordingly, if not.  As a board, we 

are praying that our world contines to slowly recover and we can one day resume our sense of normalcy.  

 

In His Love, 

Martha Haswell-Bonaiuto, (Chairpeson), Nick DiBattista, Nancy Herrera and RoseMary Frederick (Sunday 

School Superintendant)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

50 years ago, this was the 
cover of our Sunday Bulletin. 
Note the tree in front?  
The tower without its top?  
 
In the March 1965 
newsletter Rev. H. Victor 
Allison wrote about the 
coming Lenten Season as 
“the heart of the Christian 
Faith” 
 
Trees come down. Even 
Church towers come down. 
But here we are, 50 years 
later, observing Lent again.  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ladies Daytime 

Fellowship Luncheon 
 

Ladies Daytime Fellowship Luncheon 

will meet on Wednesday, March 3rd at 

noon. All are  welcome, bring your own 

lunch and drink. Wearing masks and 

physical distancing is required.  

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 

The Executive Board will meet on 

Thursday, March 18, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. to 

hear reports from the different boards, 

review the church budget, and discuss 

any new business of the church. The 

Board members are either the Chairman 

or alternate of each board, Church 

Treasurer, Church Clerk and two 

Members at Large. The Members at 

Large are to represent the church as a 

whole and are available to talk with about 

any concerns that you feel need to be 

addressed within the church, to express 

your opinion about any issues, or to share 

with them how you feel things are within 

the church, both the positive and 

negative. Please feel free to call them or 

see them at church and talk with them.  

 

Financials 
 

As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in 

January, we will keep everyone up to date 

monthly as to how the church finances are 

doing.  

 

Period Ending:   January 31, 2020 

Income:             $18,904.75 

Expense:            $15,334.05 

Income (Under) Expenses:       $3,570.70 

 

 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST AT 

MITCHELL’S ON MAIN  

AT 8:00 A.M. 

MARCH 13TH 

 

 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 

2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 

3. The Church E-mail address is  

    fcchurch01@snet.net 

4.  The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday. 

5. Church website is 

www.fcccromwell.org 

6. The office hours are: 

  Mon. – Thurs. 9 – 2  p.m. The secretary 

is off on Friday.  

7. The church mailing address:  

P.O. Box 156, Cromwell, CT 06416 

8. Facebook, find us listed at First      

    Congregational Church Cromwell  
 

Remember to watch the church 

Facebook page to listen to Pastor 

Doug give a brief devotional on 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and 

Friday at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 
PUBLICITY!  

 

If you have need to put an article into the  

papers or need help with getting the 

word out about a special event, Lisa 

Paradis oversees our publicity. She has 

an inbox in the copy room office.  
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March 2021 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

28 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

12:00 PM Center Point 

Community Church  

1 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

2 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

3 

12:00 PM 

Ladies 

Daytime 

Fellowship 

Luncheon  

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

7:00 PM Lent 

Devotions  

4 5 6 

7 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

12:00 PM Center Point 

Community Church  

8 

Easter 

Flower 

Orders Are 

Due!  

9:00 AM 

Mission Board 

Meeting  

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

6:30 PM 

Deacon Board 

Meeting  

9 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

10 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

7:00 PM Lent 

Devotions  

11 12 13 

8:00 AM Men's 

Breakfast at 

Mitchell's on 

Main  

14  

 
9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

12:00 PM Center Point 

Community Church  

15 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

5:30 PM 

Finance and 

Property 

Board  

16 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

17 

Happy St. 

Patrick's 

Day!  

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

7:00 PM Lent 

Devotions  

18 

7:00 PM 

Executive 

Board 

Meeting  

19 20 

 

21 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

12:00 PM Center Point 

Community Church  

22 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

23 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

24 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

7:00 PM Lent 

Devotions  

25 26 27 

28  

 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

12:00 PM Center Point 

Community Church  

29 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

30 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

31 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

1 2 

 
7:00 PM 

Good Friday 

Service  

3 

 

Monday, Thursday, & Friday 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Queen of Holy Apostles Prep Academy  

AA Meetings – Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings from 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.  
AA Meetings – Monday, Tuesday and Fridays Noon – 1:00 p.m.  
 


