
Dear Members and Friends,          April 2021 

 

Every once in a while, I will go back and ready some things that I wrote in past newsletters. I came 

across the following that I had received as one of my first emails almost 20 years ago. Remember, 

I was the guy who said, “If you want to email Pastor Doug, do so Monday through Thursday 

between 9-3 p.m. Tammy will print it out and I will give you a phone call.”  

 

VISION & REALITY 

 

The following is the philosophy of Charles Schultz, the creator of the “Peanuts” comic strip.  You 

don’t’ have to actually answer the questions.  Just read straight through and you will get the point. 

1. Name the five wealthiest people in the world. 

2. Name the last five Heisman trophy winners. 

3. Name the last five winners of the Miss America Pageant. 

4. Name ten people who have won the Nobel or Pulitzer Prize. 

5. Name the last half dozen Academy Award winners for best actress and actor. 

6. Name the last ten years’ worth of World Series winners. 

 

How did you do?  The point is none of us remember the headliners of yesterday.  These are no 

second-rate achievers.  They are the best in their fields.  But the applause dies. Awards tarnish.  

Achievements are forgotten.  Accolades and certificates are buried with their owners. 

 

Here is another quiz.  See how you do on this one. 

1. List a few teachers who aided your journey through school. 

2. Name three friends who have helped you through a difficult time. 

3. Name five friends who have taught you something worthwhile. 

4. Think of a few people who have made you feel appreciated and special. 

5. Think of five people you enjoy spending time with. 

 

Easier?  The lesson: The people who make a difference in your life are not the ones with the most 

credentials, the most money or the most awards.  The people who have made a difference are those 

who really care, and you have created a relationship with. 

 

As a result of the last year being isolated, discouraged from having get togethers, and feeling the 

depression of being alone, the one major thing that has happened is that people want to be with 

people. Why? We are made by God to be in relationship with others. And what better place to do 

that than in the church with others through Worship, Fellowship, Ministry, and just plain old being 

with each other. I need it, you need it, we need it. As more and more people are vaccinated, let’s 

find creative ways to be together in relationship with each other. 

                                                                                                       Pastor Doug 



EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 

SUNDAY, APRIL 4 

6:15 a.m. 

Cromwell Landing 
 

There will be a sunrise service Easter Sunday down at the river at the Cromwell Landing. There 

will be reading of scriptures, singing of some hymns accompanied by a trumpeter, and a morning 

message. It is open to everyone, so come and bring a neighbor 
 

EASTER SUNDAY SERVICE 

SUNDAY, APRIL 4 

9:30 a.m. 
 

Easter Sunday for me is always one of the most important and significant events on the church 

calendar. It’s when people put on their Sunday best and together go to church. With more and 

more people getting vaccinated, I am hoping to see the biggest crowd of people we have had in 

over a year come and be with us. Of course, that won’t take much as our best attendance number 

since March of 2020 is 31. Please know, it’s not about the numbers, but about the people who 

feel comfortable coming.  (4/5/21: Update: we had 42 in attendance!) 

 

We will still be socially distant, wear our mask, and take everyone’s temperature, so that all who 

come are safe. For safety, the balcony will be open for use. We do sing but we ask that all 

singing be done with one’s mask on. The pulpit area will be decorated with beautiful flowers 

arranged by the Deacons. 

 

I look forward to seeing all of you who feels ready to come back and I bring you greetings to 

those who will be joining with us by either livestream on Facebook or YouTube. 
 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
1. Dennis McMullen and Ken Whitney finished putting up the numbers at the end  

    of the pews.  

2. The 6 pillars in the sanctuary and the windowsills have been painted. 

3. The dimmer switches in the Narthex and Sanctuary have been replaced with  

    switches that are made for LED lights. 

4.Window shades have been ordered for the balcony windows and the Fellowship  

    Hall and will be installed sometime in April. 

5. (Added 4/5/21): Center Point Community Church is no longer using our Sanctuary.  Their 

pastor has accepted a position in North Carolina and as a result the parishioners have decided to  

consolidate with another congregation within their denomination. 

 
 
 



 

 

THE FRANK AND FLORENCE PIERSON SCHOLARHIP FUND 
 

The Frank and Florence Pierson Scholarship Fund was created by Mr. and Mrs. Robert 

Daley in loving memory of Mrs. Daley’s parents. 

The fund awards an annual scholarship to be announced the first Sunday of June to a 

deserving student selected by the Scholarship Committee of the First Congregational Church of 

Cromwell, CT. 

The Scholarship Committee for this fund will consist of: one Property/Finance Board 

member, one Christian Education Board member, on Deacon Board Member, and a family 

member from the Howard/Daley family.  The pastor will be an ex-officio (non-voting) member 

of the committee.  In the case of a tie vote, the Daley family will make the final decision.  The 

decision of the Scholarship Committee is final. 

In the event that the committee does not find a suitable applicant, the scholarship will not 

be awarded that year, but added to the principal.  The amount of the award will be the interest 

accumulated during the previous year, less 15%, which will be added back to the principal. 

The scholarship will be awarded to a student who demonstrates an overall commitment in 

the following areas: academics, arts, athletics, church activities, community involvement, 

leadership, etc. 

Guidelines and instructions for applying for the Frank and Florence Pierson Scholarship 

Fund are as follows: 

1. Either the applicant or applicant’s parents must be members of the First Congregational 

Church. 

2. Any student pursuing a post High School education may file an application, whether it is 

college, trade school, graduate school or seminary.  An individual may apply more than one 

year. 

3. Completed applications must be filed on or before May 15th, 2021.  Applications are 

available in the church office. 

4. The award will be announced the first Sunday in June from the pulpit. 

 

If you or someone you know is eligible and interested, call the office now for your 

application. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Irony of the Cross* 

 
The Irony of the Cross is that a thing that represents something as ugly and as harsh as the cross – 

something revolting enough to cause people to reject the best Man who ever lived – is actually our 

only hope of rescue from our spiritual helplessness.  The cross was not a mistake.  It wasn’t a good 

life falling on bad times.  The irony of the cross is that (1) it is the greatest example of God’s love, 

and that (2) in dying; Christ also showed us how to live. 

 

Christ’s death demonstrated God’s love 

The great truth of the most familiar and best-loved verse of the Bible is that the cross was evidence 

of God’s love.  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).  A parallel passage reads, 

“By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us” (1 John 3:16).  In the cross, we see 

God’s love at its best and our sin at its worst. 

 

Christ’s death showed us how to live 

Not only did the cross give us the highest evidence of God’s love, but it also provided us with a 

spiritual principle of life.  The love that led Jesus Christ to this unparalleled deed of self-sacrifice 

was an example for us.  We are to love as He loved; to live as He lived.  The Lord Jesus had the 

cross in mind the evening before His crucifixion when He told His disciples, “A new commandant 

I give to you, that you love on another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another” (John 

13:34).  Here again is the irony of the cross.  Not only does it bring God’s life to us, but also it 

brings our life to God.  The brutality of the cross is inescapable and yet, it provides the glorious 

prelude to the great good news that Christ is Risen.  He is Risen indeed! 

*(from the Discovery Bible Series Bible Study, Discovery House Publishers, KJV) 

Most of you will receive this newsletter by the first of April. 

 

For your information. We will be doing a Good Friday Service in person for all who would like 

to come and it will be on both YouTube and live streamed on Facebook on Friday evening at 

7:00 p.m.  

 

There will be dramatic readings along with scripture and song, preparing us as we acknowledge 

His Death, knowing that on Sunday, we will be joining together to celebrate His Resurrection.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Giving to our Church 
  

In terms of giving to our Church, we have now added VENMO.  For those of you that use 

VENMO, we can now accept electronic banking transfers sent to @FirstCongregational-

Church.  If you are an initial donor prompted for an optional edit asking for the last 4 digits of 

the Church phone number, please use 7709.  Our Financial Secretary will be able to credit your 

account for your gift.  

For those of you who have been able to attend the Sunday morning services, there is an 

offering plate at the front of the Sanctuary for your use. We are unable to pass offering plates 

during the service at this time.  

We can receive gifts in the following ways:  

1) Checks sent to the Church. Please mail to:                  

First Congregational Church of Cromwell                         

            Attn: Tammy Steele                    

            P.O. Box 156                 

            Cromwell, CT 06416              
 

2) Electronic Pay through your bank if you do electronic banking.  Instructions should be 

    similar to:                          

A) Add Payee (just like you would add Eversource, etc.)               

B) Enter Payee Name - First Congregational Church of Cromwell                          

C) Add Payee Details                 

Payee Account Number (Optional - could be your envelope 

number)                         

                        Re-enter Payee Account Number - only if you entered this above                

                        Address Line 1 - P.O. Box 156                

                        City - Cromwell               

                        State - CT                      

                        Payee Zip Code - 06416                         

D) Hit Add Payee and you should now see our Church as one of your Payees                   

E) Now you can pay our Church just like one of your other payees and a check should be 

     cut by your bank to the Church in about one week. 
 

3) VENMO application – electronic banking application 

            @FirstCongregational-Church 

            Optional Code for First Time Donors – 7709  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Mission Board  

 
“Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.” Mark 16 “Blessed is the 

one who is kind to the needy” Proverbs 14 

 

 Pivot Ministries will be sponsoring a virtual Good Friday breakfast on April 2, at 7am. For those 

of you interested, please go to their website and look for the link which will be on either 

YouTube or Facebook.  

 

We received Sjann Waller’s March Newsletter. A Colombian team of missionaries made a trip to 

the Vaupes area to distribute 180 Proclaimer devices in various languages: Tucano, Tuyuca, 

Pieratapuyo, Carapana, Tatuyo, Weimaja, Siriano, Desano, Guanano. Sjann included their 

interesting and colorful report describing this mission trip to many tiny communities. Sjann has 

asked for Prayer that the distribution of the Proclaimer devices will continue in safety. We will 

post this newsletter on our bulletin board in the Social Hall when we are all back at church. 

 

St. Vincent DePaul sent us an update on three initiatives: BackPack Program: a pilot program 

starting soon which will support three local elementary schools in providing weekend food 

supplies to families in need. Community Clothing Program: local community human Service 

agencies, Schools, hospitals and families have access to Goodwill vouchers based on donations 

to Goodwill by citizens. They are also assisting clients with basic needs. Community Food 

Insecurity Program: food pantry distribution, training to seniors and families throughout the 

year covering how to cook healthy meals, to buy smart, to stretch food dollars and to understand 

nutrition labels, distribution of premeasured ingredient meal boxes.  

 

“Sure, 2020 was tough. But you can choose to see the good. It is all around us every day; people 

turning caring into action, people making sacrifices for others…”  

            Peter Keast, Director of Community Relations and Development, St. Vincent DePaul  

 

Our Missions Board will be looking into these programs to see how our church might be able to 

assist during the pandemic and beyond.  

 

Easter Cards are being sent to our Missionaries and we wish you all a Blessed Easter, too.  

 

In His Service, Rob Foberg, Lorrie Huffaker, and John Savvides 
 
  



EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, 

April 15, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports 

from the different boards, review the church 

budget, and discuss any new business of the 

church. The Board members are either the 

Chairman or alternate of each board, Church 

Treasurer, Church Clerk and two Members at 

Large. The Members at Large are to represent 

the church as a whole and are available to 

you, the congregation, to talk with about any 

concerns that you feel need to be addressed 

within the church, to express your opinion 

about any issues, or to share with them how 

you feel things are within the church, both the 

positive and negative. Your representatives 

are Jody Blanar (860) 638-4632 and Pat 

Czerwonka (860) 635-2703. Please feel free 

to call them or see them at church and talk 

with them.  

 

Financials 
 

As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in 

January, we will keep everyone up to date 

monthly as to how the church finances are 

doing.  

 

Period Ending:  February 28, 2021 
 

Income:             $33,786.20 

Expense:            $32,265.11 

Income (Under) Expenses:       $1,521.09 

 

 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST AT 

MITCHELL’S ON MAIN  

AT 8:00 A.M.   

APRIL 10TH  

 
 

 

 

 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 

2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 

3. The Church E-mail address is  

    fcchurch01@snet.net 

4. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday. 

5. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 

6. The office hours are: Mon. – Thurs. 9 – 2  

p.m. The secretary is off on Friday.  

7. The church’s mailing address:  

 P.O. Box 156, Cromwell, CT 06416 

8. Facebook, find us listed at First      

    Congregational Church Cromwell  
 

Remember to watch the church Facebook 

page to listen to Pastor Doug give a brief 

devotional on Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday, and Friday at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ladies Daytime 

Fellowship Luncheon 
 

Ladies Daytime Fellowship Luncheon will 

meet on Wednesday, April 7th at noon. All 

are welcome, bring your own lunch and 

drink. Wearing masks and physical 

distancing is required. If you are planning on 

attending, please call Nancy Clayton (860) 

346-2186 so appropriate seating can be 

arranged.  

  

about:blank
about:blank


PUBLICITY!  
 

If you have need to put an article into the  

papers or need help with getting the word 

out about a special event, Lisa Paradis 

oversees our publicity. Place your article in 

the Publicity inbox in the copy room office.  

 

Thank You 

Thank you for all the sympathy cards, 

prayers, and the beautiful flower 

arrangement that we received after my father 

passed away.  It really helped to know that 

you were thinking and praying for my 

family.   

God bless,  

Tammy Steele 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Middlesex Health Philanthropy 

Cliff Parker  

First Congregational Church of Cromwell 

355 Main St.  

P.O. Box 156  

Cromwell, CT 06416 

 

Dear Mr. Parker, 

Thank you for your donation of $250.00 to 

the Food for the Frontline Fund at 

Middlesex Health.  

100% of donations to this fund will be used 

to purchase meals and snacks from local 

restaurants and retailers to feed frontline 

Middlesex Health workers.  

Our team is caring for the highest number of 

patients with COVID-19 in the hospital 

since this health care crisis began to spike in 

our community last spring.  

Your support and generosity throughout this 

crisis is vital. You keep our spirits up in so 

many ways. Being able to feed and nourish 

the team who continues to deliver high 

quality care under challenging 

circumstances is invaluable.  

We are so grateful for you. Thank you.  

Sincerely,  

Sarah Moore  

Director of Development  

 

 

 

 

 



 

NEWS FROM THE 

BASEMENT 
 

Did you know in one month we listed 142 

items onto: 

https://www.etsy.com/shop/JeansVintageJun

k .  

 

In the same month we sold 78 items! 

We are constantly researching, 

photographing and listing items. 

Do you have some vintage junk you’d like 

to donate? Contact Jean or Karen or the 

church office and we’ll be happy to take a 

look! 

 

Thank you to the anonymous donations of 

packing material that was shipped directly to 

Jean.  They came in handy for the fragile 

items that had to get to their destination 

safely. 

 

Happy Easter! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historian Article 
 
Thirty Seven years ago, (yes, that’s 1984) 

this poem appeared in our “Resurrection” 

Sunday Bulletin. 

 

Walk in the Garden at Easter 

 

Come, walk in the garden at Easter 

And see the lilies in bloom. 

Recall how our Crucified Savior  

Stepped forth from the depths of the tomb. 

 

In the chaliced heart of the lily 

Rests a crown that is lovely to see, 

Not unlike the crown which the Savior  

Will wear through Eternity. 

 

The lilies were there all about Him. 

Supporting Him all through the night. 

They, too, had conquered the darkness 

As they rose with the coming of light. 

 

In the beauty of springtime flowers, 

Feel the tug that is light and is life. 

The cross and the crown have new meaning 

In the spring when the lilies are rife. 

 

Come, walk in the garden at Easter, 

Your life and you light to renew, 

For the gardener who cares for the lilies 

As tenderly cares for you. 

 

Minnie Klemme 
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The Deacon Board 
 
The other day the Deacons met for our 

monthly planning meeting and our discussion 

center on preparation for Holy Week, 

however, the conversation turned to Holy 

Week of 2020 and how all the plans we had 

made were quickly canceled due to the 

pandemic. Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday 

and Easter Sun Rise Service were all 

eliminated and Easter Service was via 

Facebook.  But it wasn’t just the services that 

were sacrificed but it was time with family 

and friends.  Missed time together for an 

Easter meal, being outside with family as the 

kids hunted for Easter eggs. Unfortunately, 

these sacrifices were just the beginning as 

many events were cancelled throughout the 

year.  But it was through these actions that 

now life is beginning to show hope of coming 

back to normal.   

 

  

However, our sacrifices of 2020 don’t 

compare to the ones Christ our Lord and 

Savior made for us on the cross at 

Calvary.  Christ sacrificed his physical body 

so that those who believe in Him can have the 

best life, eternal life. 

  

I think we would all agree that we would like 

to forget 2020 and all that wasn’t, but it is 

important to remember the past and that is 

why the Deacons invite you to remember 

Christ and how He showed His love for us 

during our Holy Week services. 

  

Thank you, 

 

John Tomasulo 

  



April 2021 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

28 

 
9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

12:00 PM Center 

Point Community 

Church  

29 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

30 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

31 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

1 2 

  
7:00 PM 

Good Friday 

Service  

3 

4 

 
6:15 AM Sunrise 

Service  

9:30 AM Easter 

Worship Service  

5 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

6:30 PM 

Deacon 

Board 

Meeting  

6 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

7 

12:00 PM 

Ladies 

Daytime 

Fellowship 

Luncheon 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

8 9 10 

8:00 AM 

Men's 

Breakfast at 

Mitchell's on 

Main  

11 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

12 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

5:30 PM 

Finance and 

Property 

Board  

13 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

14 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

15 

7:00 PM 

Executive 

Board 

Meeting  

16 17 

18 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

19 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

20 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

21 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

22 23 24 

25 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

26 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

27 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

28 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

29 30 1 

 
Queen of Holy Apostles Prep Academy – Monday. Thursday, & Friday 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

(April 12 – April 30th) 

AA Meetings – Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings 7:00 a.m.  – 8:00 a.m. AA Meetings 

– Monday, Tuesday, and Friday Noon – 1:00 p.m.  

 


