
Dear Members and Friends,                          May 2021 

 It’s been a while, but one of my favorite things that I really enjoy at an amusement park 

is the roller coaster ride, especially if I am in the front seat. I love the thrill of slowly ascending 

up to the highest point, easing over the top and then staring straight down waiting for the rest of 

the roller coaster to reach the summit and then plummeting down, looking as if you are going to 

crash then suddenly being jerked to the left or right twisting and turning for what may only be a 

60 second ride and then it’s over.  

 This year as spring has finally arrived it’s been like being on a roller coaster, with the 

weather changing from one extreme to another. Yesterday while sitting in my office, I was 

watching a snowstorm for about 30 minutes and then bang, it was over the sun was out and any 

snow that had accumulated was gone. On Thursday the high was 40, tomorrow it will be 70 and 

by Wednesday they are talking about the mid 80’s. Spring was here quickly and then gone.  

 The things I like about spring is the new growth, from flowers blooming to trees budding 

and leaves forming. I have just one question. Why is it that when it comes to things growing, the 

weeds seem to thrive in all-weather condition and grow at a much faster rate than almost 

anything in the garden. I have already had to completely weed my garden from weeds and grass 

overgrowing so that I can now prep the ground. I am constantly at home and the church 

uprooting dandelions that seem to grow out of nowhere. What’s interesting is that I will have to 

diligently be weeding flower and garden beds all year until the snow flies.  

 Reminds me of my Christian walk with God. I am constantly needing to be on the alert 

with my attitude, my actions, and my words that no unclean thoughts or actions have taken root 

in my mind and heart. This requires a constant diligence and discipline on my part and a 

willingness to allow God through the presence and power of His Spirit to work in my life. It’s all 

too easy to just go through life without really thinking about our spiritual welfare and so we find 

that we are bogged down by things that should not be. Very often it is subtle and slowly over 

time begins to take root and grow, overshadowing the good things in my life and soon they block 

out what God wants to do.  

 In my garden, there are some weeds that when I pull them out, the roots and all comes out 

and that’s it. Then there are those beautiful and ugly plants called dandelions that have a deep 

root and it is not enough to just cut the top off, I need to get deep and loosen the soil to be able to 

pull up the root otherwise it will just grow back. From the parable of the sower and the seed, we 

learn that for any plant to grow and thrive, it needs to sink its roots deep. Those things that are 

not from God, if left alone and untouched will slowly sink their roots in our lives and then it 

becomes hard to just pull it out.  

 The best way to deal with this, to prevent this from happening is twofold. First: Don’t 

even allow the enemy to sow seeds of doubt, anger, resentment etc. in your life, rather focus on 

that which is good, holy righteous, lovely, namely Jesus and His word. Second: Should any of 

these negative seeds be sown in your life, uproot them quickly so that they don’t have the time to 

grow and develop. This requires a constant diligence of soul searching, a willingness to take an 

honest look at our lives and then a readiness to deal with it.  

 I think that the real challenge for us to work hard at planting good seeds into good soil, so 

that Christ may dwell in our hearts and we might continue to grow and mature in Christ.  

 May you find in Christ all that you need.   Love, Pastor Doug 



FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
1. We are still in need of some people to help us to do some painting in the church sanctuary. If  

     you can help, please contact Pastor Doug. 

2. If you have even an hour a week and would like to help with the front and side of the church  

     flower beds, please see Pastor Doug or Sue. 

 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE 

THEME: LORD, POUR OUT YOUR LOVE, LIFE, AND LIBERTY 
 

 On Thursday, May 6th at 6:30 p.m. we will be holding in our church a prayer service as 

part of the National Day of Prayer event happening in every town of Connecticut at different 

times throughout the day.  

 Our time together will focus on the 7 pillars of our society. For each pillar there will a 

scripture reading, a one-minute devotion, and then a time of prayer. The seven pillars that we 

will be praying for are: Family, Church, Workplace, Education, Military, Government, and Art, 

Media, and Entertainment.   

 Mark your calendar to come and join with us for this special time of prayer. What a day it 

will be knowing that all across our nation, men and women, children and teenagers alike will be 

gathering to pray for the will of the Almighty God to be done. 

 

MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY AND PARADE 
SUNDAY, MAY 30th, 2021 

11:30 a.m. 

World War I Memorial Green 
 

 Due to severe weather 2 years ago and then Covid 19 pandemic, the American Legion 

Carlson-Sjovall Post No. 105 has not been able to hold its’ annual Memorial Day Activity where 

it honors and pays tribute to the servicemen and women who have given their lives in the service 

of our country.  

 Weather permitting, we will join with the residents of Cromwell for this wonderful 

annual activity even though we will need to wear our facemasks and keep a social distance of 6 

feet or more at all times. 

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP 
 

FACEBOOK ADMINISTRATOR 

For over seven years, Karen Gumkowski and Jean Dunning have been administrating our church 

face book account, which mainly involves monitoring any and all comments made by others. For 

personal reasons they are needing to step down and we are in need of someone to help us fill that 

position. Jean Dunning has written out a very detailed job description and will give assistance to 

whoever takes over. This is something that you can do right from your home. If you are 

interested in helping us, you can call either the church office or Jean Dunning for more 

information. Thank you for your consideration. 



THE FRANK AND FLORENCE PIERSON SCHOLARHIP FUND 
 

The Frank and Florence Pierson Scholarship Fund was created by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Daley in 

loving memory of Mrs. Daley’s parents. 

The fund awards an annual scholarship to be announced the first Sunday of June to a deserving 

student selected by the Scholarship Committee of the First Congregational Church of Cromwell, CT. 

The Scholarship Committee for this fund will consist of one Property/Finance Board member, 

one Christian Education Board member, one Deacon Board Member, and a family member from the 

Howard/Daley family.  The pastor will be an ex-officio (non-voting) member of the committee.  In the 

case of a tie vote, the Daley family will make the final decision.  The decision of the Scholarship 

Committee is final. 

In the event that the committee does not find a suitable applicant, the scholarship will not be 

awarded that year, but added to the principal.  The amount of the award will be the interest accumulated 

during the previous year, less 15%, which will be added back to the principal. 

The scholarship will be awarded to a student who demonstrates an overall commitment in the 

following areas: academics, arts, athletics, church activities, community involvement, leadership, etc. 

Guidelines and instructions for applying for the Frank and Florence Pierson Scholarship Fund are 

as follows: 

1. Either the applicant or applicant’s parents must be members of the First Congregational Church. 

2. Any student pursuing a post High School education may file an application, whether it is college, 

trade school, graduate school or seminary.  An individual may apply more than one year. 

3. Completed applications must be filed on or before May 15th, 2021.  Applications are available in the 

church office. 

4. The award will be announced the first Sunday in June from the pulpit. 

 

If you or someone you know is eligible and interested, call the office now for your application. 

 

Vintage News 

Thanks to all who have contributed to this on-going fund raiser our on-line sales are going strong. A few 

interesting items  that sold this past month: shaving mug from the 1920’s, Life magazines from the 

1950’s, Snap-on tools from 1960’s, MAD magazines from the 1980’s, and toys from the 1990’s to name a 

few. Before you toss or recycle it, give us a call. If you are interested in making any donations, please call 

either Jean Dunning or Karen Gumkowski to make an appointment.   

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 

The CE Board hopes this newsletter finds you all safe and well.  As we enter Spring 

and look forward to the warmer weather, the CE Board has some exciting events to 

share with you. 

June 13, 2021 Picnic Lunch Social Hour: We are in the beginning stages of planning 

a Picnic Lunch Social Hour to follow our Sunday service on June 13th, 2021. We will 

gather on the side lawn of the church where tables and chairs will be set up. Paper 

goods and drinks will be provided by the CE Board and families are asked to bring 

their own “picnic” lunch to enjoy outside after the service with our fellow church 

members.  Stay tuned for more information! 

September 11, 2021 Rally Day: Pierson Park has been booked for the annual Rally 

Day Celebration.  We look forward to an afternoon filled with food, fellowship and 

fun! Ice cream is on the menu too!  Stay tuned for more information as the planning 

continues. 

Thanks to our teachers and families, our virtual Sunday School model continues to 

be a success and keeping our youth engaged and connected to one another.  Again, 

Happy Spring from the CE Board and may everyone stay safe and well. 

In His Love,  

Martha Bonaiuto, CE Board Chair 
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Giving to our Church 

In terms of giving to our Church, we have now added VENMO.  For those of you that use 

VENMO, we can now accept electronic banking transfers sent to @FirstCongregational-Church.  If you 

are an initial donor prompted for an optional edit asking for the last 4 digits of the Church phone number, 

please use 7709.  Our Financial Secretary will be able to credit your account for your gift.  

For those of you who have been able to attend the Sunday morning services, there is an offering 

plate at the front of the Sanctuary for your use. We are unable to pass offering plates during the service at 

this time.  

We can receive gifts in the following ways:  

1) Checks sent to the Church. Please mail to:                  

First Congregational Church of Cromwell                         

            Attn: Tammy Steele                    

            P.O. Box 156                 

            Cromwell, CT 06416              

2) Electronic Pay through your bank if you do electronic banking.  Instructions should be 

    similar to:                          

A) Add Payee (just like you would add Eversource, etc.)               

B) Enter Payee Name - First Congregational Church of Cromwell                          

C) Add Payee Details                 

Payee Account Number (Optional - could be your envelope number)                         

                        Re-enter Payee Account Number - only if you entered this above                

                        Address Line 1 - P.O. Box 156                

                        City - Cromwell               

                        State - CT                      

                        Payee Zip Code - 06416                         

D) Hit Add Payee and you should now see our Church as one of your Payees                   

E) Now you can pay our Church just like one of your other payees and a check should be 

     cut by your bank to the Church in about one week. 

3) VENMO application – electronic banking application 

            @FirstCongregational-Church 

            Optional Code for First Time Donors – 7709  



 

 

 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, May 20, 

2021 at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports from the different 

boards, review the church budget, and discuss any new 

business of the church. The Board members are either 

the Chairman or alternate of each board, Church 

Treasurer, Church Clerk and two Members at Large. 

The Members at Large are to represent the church as a 

whole and are available to you, the congregation, to 

talk with about any concerns that you feel need to be 

addressed within the church, to express your opinion 

about any issues, or to share with them how you feel 

things are within the church, both the positive and 

negative.   

Financials 

As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in January, we 

will keep everyone up to date monthly as to how the 

church finances are doing.  

Period Ending:  March 31, 2021 

Income:             $52,783.70 

Expense:            $48,353.12 

Income (Under) Expenses:           $4,430.58 

 

 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST AT 

MITCHELL’S ON MAIN  

AT 8:00 A.M.   

MAY 8th   

 

 

 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 

2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 

3. The Church E-mail address is  

    fcchurch01@snet.net 

4. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday. 

5. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 

6. The office hours are: Mon. – Thurs. 9 – 2  p.m. The 

secretary is off on Friday.  

7. The church’s mailing address: 

  P.O. Box 156, Cromwell, CT 06416 

  8. Facebook, find us listed at First      

    Congregational Church Cromwell  
 

Watch the church Facebook page to listen to 

Pastor Doug give a brief devotional on Monday, 

Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 9:30 a.m. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ladies Daytime 

Fellowship Luncheon 
 

Ladies Daytime Fellowship Luncheon will meet on 

Wednesday, May 5th at noon. All are welcome, bring 

your own lunch and drink. Wearing masks and 

physical distancing is required. If you are planning on 

attending, please call Nancy Clayton (860) 346-2186 

so appropriate seating can be arranged.  
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Mission Board 

Dear Church Family, 

Our own Lisa Paradis had a starring role in the 

international Joni & Friends Wheels for the World 

Ministry News. In the March 2021 issue, there is a 

photo of Lisa wearing her mask and gloves showing 

how to safely collect wheelchairs during Covid.   

April 18th Ken Whitney donated 28 chairs from his 

work at Masonicare, then helped us load them and 

truck them to our warehouse in Seymour. We’re sure 

glad Ken has recovered so well from his accident last 

fall. So far this year we have collected 175 chairs. 3 

new folks are in the process of joining our Chair 

Corps team. If you would like to join, give Marshall 

and Cindy Dunbar a call. 
 

We heard from Sjaan Waller. During the Texas Deep 

Freeze, when so many folks lost power and water and 

suffered from burst pipes, she is thankful that she did 

not lose water and had only intermittent power 

outages. They are concerned for the coming summer 

heat – that the present power grid may not hold up. 

She continues to monitor the distribution of the 

Proclaimer Devices. 
 

We received a newsletter from Wycliffe highlighting 

the completion of the New Testament in the Tembo 

language – one of 200+ languages in the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo. 

 

A Newsletter also arrived from the Hoving Home 

highlighting a new program – the Leadership 

Academy. Women who completed their existing 12-

month program and showed leadership potential are 

invited to enroll in the 1-year Academy focusing on 

Public Speaking, Sermon Preparation and Leading 

Groups.  The first class began January 2021. 
 

The Missions Board will meet via Zoom on May 4. 

Dennis McMullin has donated bags, which can be 

filled with hygiene items. We will be discussing how 

and when to roll out this project. We will also be 

discussing new programs at St. Vincent DePaul and 

what part our church family might have. 
 

Thank you for your regular gifts supporting our 

Missionaries and Missions Projects. 
 

In His Name, 
 

Rob Foberg 

Lorrie Huffaker 

John Savvides 
  



May 2021 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

25 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

26 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

27 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

28 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

29 30 1 

2 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service - Holy 

Communion  

3 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

6:30 PM 

Deacon Board 

Meeting  

4 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

5 

12:00 PM 

Ladies 

Daytime 

Fellowship 

Luncheon  

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

6 

10:30 AM 

Cromwell 

Clergy Zoom 

Meeting  

6:30 PM 

National Day 

of Prayer 

Service at First 

Congregational 

Church  

7 8 

8:00 AM Men's 

Breakfast at Mitchell's 

on Main  

9 

 
9:30 AM Mother's 

Day Worship Service  

10 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

11 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

12 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

13 14 15 Completed Frank 

and Florence 

Scholarship Fund 

Applications are Due! 

16 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

17 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study 

5:30 PM 

Finance and 

Property 

Board  

18 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

19 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

20 

7:00 PM 

Executive 

Board Meeting  

21 22 

23 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

24 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

25 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

26 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

27 28 29 

30 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

11:30 AM Cromwell 

Memorial Day 

Ceremony and Parade  

31 

 

Memorial 

Day - Office 

Closed!  

1 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

2 

12:00 PM 

Ladies 

Daytime 

Fellowship 

Luncheon  

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

3 4 5 

Queen of Holy Apostles Prep Academy – Monday, Thursday, & Friday 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  

AA Meetings – Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.  

AA Meetings – Monday, Tuesday, and Friday Noon – 1:00 p.m. 


