
 

Dear Members and Friends,               June 2021 
 

 If there was ever a time when the church should be praying it is today. In thinking about this 

statement, I can call to mind other occasions when I said this very same thing after some form of tragedy 

like 9/11, the 2008 stock market crash, etc. occurred. 

  However, as of late, there is a sense of urgency within the religious realm of a need for God like 

never before. There seems to be a spirit of complacency even in the church where the average Christian is 

content to just get by. Down through the ages there has always been those who have either developed a ho-

hum mindset and others who have outright opposed the notion of a God.  

 Friedrich Nietzsche brought to the forefront the movement saying, “God Is Dead!” that has ebbed 

and flowed among great philosophers for generations. However, today, it’s not so much, “God is Dead,” 

rather we are becoming a nation in general of people who are basically saying, “Yeah, there is a God, Yes, 

I believe in Him, and then I go on and live my life without really giving it any other thought.” 

 Don’t get me wrong, I still believe that there are many who hold fast to a strong Bible based faith 

and are diligent in spiritual disciplines. They attend church as much as possible and seek out ways to tell 

others about their faith.  

 What I find so interesting is that the wane of Christianity is similar to the story of the frog in the 

boiling water. If you tried to place a frog in hot water it would immediately jump out. But if you put the 

frog in cold water and ever so slowly turn up the heat, the frog would boil to death. The same thing is 

happening today. The change of the way we think about God, His place in our life, has been happening for 

generations in a slow but steady way and for the most part we have been blind to it, unaware of the effect it 

was and still is having on us and our children. There have been a few who were able to see it happening and 

they tried to be a voice crying out in the wilderness, but we tended to ignore them and called them alarmist, 

extremist, and religious fanatics. 

 As someone once said, hindsight is usually 100%, or as I like to say, ‘when it comes to hindsight, 

I’m a genius.’  When we look back the last 30-40 years regarding the church we see this slow movement 

away from the word of God to what has become man’s own version of God’s Word that fits into their lives 

rather than their lives fitting into the Word of God. In Isaiah 5:20 we find the following words, “What sorrow 

for those who say that evil is good and good is evil, that dark is light, and light is dark, that bitter is sweet 

and sweet is bitter.” It’s almost like Isaiah was being prophetic in that he was warning us of what was to 

come.   

 One of my favorite writers is David Baldacci who in one of his books talks about a man who has set 

up a tent outside the White House and has a sign that he will hold up saying, “I just want the truth.” As 

Christians, that is what we should be seeking, the truth, God’s truth. Remember, Jesus Himself said, “I am 

the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” Do you want the truth? - Read God’s word. Are you seeking truth? - 

Study God’s word. Jesus went on to say, “You shall know the truth and the truth will set you free.”  

 So, when it comes to living our everyday lives, the best things that we can do is love God and love 

our neighbor. As God loved us with an unconditional love, so we ought to love others. Remember, all 

mankind is created in the image of God, so all mankind needs to be respected, especially those that you may 

not agree with.  

 

         Love, Pastor Doug 
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The following was in the 2005 Newsletter. It’s always good to review that which is good. 
 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT ON MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY 

Eight Characteristics of a Healthy Family 

1. A Healthy Family Communicates 

“The greatest threat of television is not the values it teaches, nor the violence it models, but in what 

it prevents, ‘Communication”  Uric Bronfenbreman 

A. Talks B. Listens C. Clarifies D. Understands 

      2.   A Healthy Family has Convictions, Biblically founded 

-the story is told about a father telling his son how a Christian behaves.  The son replies,   

  “Dad, have I ever seen one?” 

-Wrong is wrong even if the majority thinks it’s right. 

-Wrong is wrong even if you say it does not bother your conscience. 

-Wrong is wrong even if you didn’t get caught and got away with it. 

      3. A Healthy Family is Affirmative 

-it provides a lot of support for everyone 

-it is expressive 

-it conveys love, confidence and support 

      4.  A Healthy Family is Trusting 

 -parents prove themselves trustworthy to their children giving role models for their  

children to follow 

5. A Healthy Family is Respectful 

-parents are respectful of each other, authority, themselves  

-parents give and expect respect from their children 

6. A Healthy Family is Caring 

-they know how to play together and have a good sense of humor 

-use their leisure time wisely 

-share with others what they have 

7. A Healthy Family is Responsible 

-each member takes responsibility for their actions, attitudes and behaviors 

-there is an attitude of responsibility for each other in family and beyond 

8. A Healthy Family is Inclusive 

-others are included in the family 

-it is an open system available for others to join 

President Reagan – “I don’t believe you can have a strong healthy nation without the family unit as it’s 

very base, as the family goes so goes the nation.”    
  

Ingredients for a Good Marriage 

1. Commitment – Divorce should be the last option. A good marriage is hard work. 

2. Communication – Talk even when it’s not easy 

3. Allow individuality – Don’t lose who you are in the relationship, that’s what attracted your spouse 

to you. 

4. Allow CHANGE – it is a constant in the relationship 

5. Give your spouse individual attention – Take time for each other 

6. Cultivate the art of working together to solve problems 

7. Learn to ignore or tolerate minor offenses that don’t really matter in the long run 

8. Have an attitude of forgiveness 

9. Be inclusive of others 

10. Go to church together as a couple and as a family 



11. Have some time for devotions together 

12. Intimacy – not just sex, but times of just being 
 

What would you add to this list?  Let me know and I will add it to the list in the next newsletter. 
 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 

1. Two major projects are being done the last week of May. First, an electrician is replacing an  

     old electrical panel box in the furnace room so that we are up to code. Second, the organ work  

     that we signed up for over 18 months ago is being completed. 

2. During the month of May when Nancy Robbins was out dealing with some health issues, we  

     have been blessed to have filling in each Sunday, Rev. Glen Halvorsen who was formally one  

     of the chaplains at Covenant Living (formerly Covenant Village). 

3. Three new blind shades have been purchased and installed in the Sanctuary balcony windows. 

4. Five new blind shades have been purchased and installed in the Fellowship Room. 

5. We have begun painting the brown trim in the sanctuary. If you like to paint and would like to  

     help, please see pastor Doug to set up a time. Thank You. 

6. Queen of the Holy Apostles Preparatory Academy will be concluding their school year on  

     June 10th and will meet mid-July to discuss plans for the fall. 

7. A thank you to Sue Van Veldhuisen for taking care of the flower bed in front of the church. 

8. A special thank you to Karen Gumkowski and Jean Dunning who have been busy selling  

     vintage items things online as a fund raiser for the church. 

9. A note of thanks to Alex Herrera who has faithfully been at the church for the last year  

     running our sound system and new camera system for recording our services on YouTube. 
 

BIBLE STUDIES AT CHURCH AND ON ZOOM 
 

We will continue to hold our weekly Bible Studies at the church on Monday mornings at 10:00 a.m. and our 

Zoom Study on Tuesday’s at 3:00 p.m. We finished looking at all the parables of Jesus in the four gospels 

and will be beginning a new series titled, “Answering the Tough Questions of the Bible.” People will be 

submitting questions that they are seeking to understand and each week we will take one of the questions 

and look at what the scriptures have to say. We would love to have you come and join with us. If neither of 

these times work out for you contact Pastor Doug about setting up a new Bible Study group. 
 

GRADUATES 
 

We need your help. If you have a student who has or is graduating from Middle School, High School, 

College, or Trade School would you please let us know in the church office within the next 2-3 weeks. 

Thank You. 

 

  



FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH CROMWELL 

WELCOME HOME GUIDELINES 

                Revised 5/13/2021 
 

The number one rule of thumb is – If you don’t feel well or have been exposed to someone with the coronavirus, 

please stay home and watch us on Facebook. 

 

Upon entering the church, you will notice a number of changes.  

 

1. You will only be able to enter the church through the Sanctuary front door unless you are  

    handicapped and then special arrangements will be made. All other doors will be locked. 

 

2. Everyone is asked to wear a face mask when they enter the building and during the service. Facemasks will be 

available to those who don’t have one. 

 

3. Hand sanitizer will be available upon entering and leaving the church as well as in common areas. 

 

4. Every other pew will be marked off to remain empty to maintain proper physical distancing.  Look for the pews 

with the cushions in them. The balcony will be available to able-bodied congregation members, when necessary, to 

address over-crowding. 

 

5. Families are asked to sit together.  

 

6. All Hymnals and Bibles have been removed from the Sanctuary. 

 

7. There will be an Offering plate on the communion table. No offering will be received during the service. 

 

8. Communion: will be provided via a single-use cup which will be picked up on entry into the sanctuary.   

 

9. On Monday morning, our sexton will go through the church and sterilize all the pews, bathrooms, door handles 

and railings, etc. with a disinfectant. 

 

10. We will continue to live stream on Facebook for those who are unable to or feel uncomfortable returning to the 

church so that they can still participate with us. All Facebook posts are accessible via our church website. 

 

11. If you would like to receive a printed copy of the service (including the call to worship and the sermon), please 

let Tammy or Pastor Doug know so that a copy can be sent to you. 

 

  

The Bible says that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love the Lord and walk according 

to His purpose. By following these guidelines, we are now meeting safely as the family of God.  

 

In His Love and Service, 

 

Pastor Doug and your Deacon Board 

 

 

 



 

 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

The CE Board hopes this newsletter finds you all safe and well.    As we enter the summer 

season, the CE Board would like to extend our deepest appreciation to our Sunday School 

teachers: Rosemary Frederick, Sue VanVeldhuisen, Nick DiBattista, and Katie Nelson who 

made this year’s virtual Sunday School model a success! Without your efforts, this would 

not have been possible.  Again, thank you.  

The CE Board has some exciting events to share with you. 

June 13, 2021 Picnic Lunch Social Hour: We are in the beginning stages of planning a 

Picnic Lunch Social Hour to follow our Sunday service on June 13th, 2021. We will gather 

on the side lawn of the church where tables and chairs will be set up. Paper goods and 

drinks will be provided by the CE Board and families are asked to bring their own “picnic” 

lunch to enjoy outside after the service with our fellow church members.  Stay tuned for 

more information! 

September 11, 2021 Rally Day: Pierson Park has been booked for the annual Rally Day 

Celebration.  We look forward to an afternoon filled with food, fellowship and fun! Ice 

cream is on the menu too!  Stay tuned for more information as the planning continues. 

Thanks to our teachers and families, our virtual Sunday School model continues to be a 

success and keeping our youth engaged and connected to one another.  Again, Happy 

Spring from the CE Board and may everyone stay safe and well. 

In His Love,  

Martha Bonaiuto, CE Board Chair 

 

 

 

 



 

Giving to our Church 

In terms of giving to our Church, we have now added VENMO.  For those of you that use VENMO, we can 

now accept electronic banking transfers sent to @FirstCongregational-Church.  If you are an initial donor prompted 

for an optional edit asking for the last 4 digits of the Church phone number, please use 7709.  Our Financial 

Secretary will be able to credit your account for your gift.  

For those of you who have been able to attend the Sunday morning services, there is an offering plate at the 

front of the Sanctuary for your use. We are unable to pass offering plates during the service at this time.  

 

We can receive gifts in the following ways:  

 

1) Checks sent to the Church. Please mail to:                  

First Congregational Church of Cromwell                         

            Attn: Tammy Steele                    

            P.O. Box 156                 

            Cromwell, CT 06416              

2) Electronic Pay through your bank if you do electronic banking.  Instructions should be 

    similar to:                          

A) Add Payee (just like you would add Eversource, etc.)               

B) Enter Payee Name - First Congregational Church of Cromwell                          

C) Add Payee Details                 

Payee Account Number (Optional - could be your envelope number)                         

                        Re-enter Payee Account Number - only if you entered this above                

                        Address Line 1 - P.O. Box 156                

                        City - Cromwell               

                        State - CT                      

                        Payee Zip Code - 06416                         

D) Hit Add Payee and you should now see our Church as one of your Payees                   

E) Now you can pay our Church just like one of your other payees and a check should be 

     cut by your bank to the Church in about one week. 

3) VENMO application – electronic banking application 

            @FirstCongregational-Church 

            Optional Code for First Time Donors – 7709  
 

Tales from the Basement 

 A few years ago we rescued a number of boxes of old hymnals that were headed to recycling when the 

attic of the church was being cleaned out. We have been steadily selling them on-line until we are now on 

the brink of selling out to the tune of $543! 

 

Another good selling item that you could have around the house are old tins. Do you have your mother’s 

button collection in an old candy tin, or those safety pins in that Band-Aid box from the 50’s? Don’t toss 

those tins, we’ll be glad to take them! 

On a final note we plan on sailing out of this basement in September to have the biggest tag-sale in church 

history. Save the dates of September 19th to Conga your way up the stairs followed by September 25th so 

we can have all hands on deck for our treasure finding “sail”. 

Thanks! Jean & Karen 



 

 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, June 

17, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports from the 

different boards, review the church budget, and 

discuss any new business of the church. The 

Board members are either the Chairman or 

alternate of each board, Church Treasurer, Church 

Clerk and two Members at Large. The Members 

at Large are to represent the church as a whole and 

are available to you, the congregation, to talk with 

about any concerns that you feel need to be 

addressed within the church, to express your 

opinion about any issues, or to share with them 

how you feel things are within the church, both 

the positive and negative. Please feel free to call 

them or see them at church and talk with them.  

Financials 

As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in 

January, we will keep everyone up to date 

monthly as to how the church finances are doing.  

Period Ending:  April 30, 2021 

Income:             $66,089.70 

Expense:            $67,314.17 

Income (Under) Expenses:          ($1,224.47) 

 

 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST AT 

MITCHELL’S ON MAIN  

AT 8:00 A.M.   

JUNE 12TH    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 

2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 

3. The Church E-mail address is  

    fcchurch01@snet.net 

4. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday. 

5. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 

6. The office hours are: Mon. – Thurs. 9 – 2  

p.m. The secretary is off on Friday.  

7. The church mailing address: 

  P.O. Box 156  

 Cromwell, CT 06416-0156 

8. Facebook, find us listed at First      

    Congregational Church Cromwell  
 

Remember to watch the church Facebook 

page to listen to Pastor Doug give a brief 

devotional on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 

and Friday at 9:30 a.m. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ladies Daytime 

Fellowship Luncheon 
 

Ladies Daytime Fellowship Luncheon will meet 

on Wednesday, June 2nd at noon. All are 

welcome, bring your own lunch and drink. 

Wearing masks and physical distancing is 

required.  
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News from your Missions Board 

 The Missions Board met for our 
LAST ZOOM Meeting on May 5th. 

We plan on meeting IN PERSON! in 

August. 

 Our Second Quarter 
invoices/payments will go out this 

month. 

 Wheels for the World reports an 

answer to prayer in the opening of a 

new wheelchair restoration center 

and hopes to have their truck back by 

the time you read this. 

 We are in the process of setting up a 
“Blessings Bag” program. More 

information on this next month. 

 Carol Culbertson, our Missionary 
with CRU in Florida, will be coming 

for a visit June 27th. 

 We are setting up a Virtual Visit for 
the Crum family. 

 Pivot Ministries sent an email 

including the testimony of one of the 

men. It is a moving example of the 

value of their work. 

 

Thank God for the Blessing of Spring. We 

hope you can enjoy God’s creation and 

experience the Peace and Renewal it brings 

to our Souls. 

“Why do you worry about clothes? See how 

the flowers of the field grow. They do not 

labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even 

Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like 

one of these.” Matthew 6:28–29 (NIV) 

In His Service, Rob Foberg, Lorrie Huffaker, 

Jon Savvides 

  



June 2021 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

11:30 AM Cromwell 

Memorial Day 

Ceremony and 

Parade  

31 

 

Memorial Day 

- Office 

Closed!  

1 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

2 

12:00 PM 

Ladies 

Daytime 

Fellowship 

Luncheon  

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

3 

10:30 AM 

Cromwell 

Clergy 

Meeting  

4 5 

Tag Sale 

Meeting  

6 

9:30 AM Communion 

Sunday Worship 

Service  

 

7 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

6:30 PM 

Deacon Board 

Meeting  

8 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

9 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

10 11 12 

8:00 AM 

Men's 

Breakfast at 

Mitchell's on 

Main  

13 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

11:00 AM Picnic 

Lunch Social Hour -

Bring Bag Lunch at 

Church 

14 

 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

15 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

16 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

17 

7:00 PM 

Executive 

Board 

Meeting  

18 19 

20  

9:30 AM Happy 

Father's Day - 

Worship Service  

21 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

22 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

23 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

24 25 26 

27 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

28 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

29 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

30 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

1 2 3 

 

Queen of Holy Apostles Prep Academy – Monday, Thursday & Friday 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. They will 

finish for the summer on June 10th.  

AA Morning Meetings – Monday and Friday mornings 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.  

AA Mid-Day Meetings – Monday, Tuesday, and Friday Noon – 1:00 p.m.  


