
Dear Members and Friends,                September 2021 
 

 March 14, 2020 is a date I will never forget for two reasons. First, our daughter gave birth 

to a beautiful little girl, who came 6 weeks early and spent the first two months of her life in the 

Children’s Hospital. She is doing well after 2 minor surgeries and has a slight hearing loss which 

has improved to the point that she no longer needs hearing aids. (I wonder if they would fit me?) 

 

 The second reason I will not forget that day is that is the day they shut down CT and other 

states due to covid-19 and since then we have been on a roller coaster ride not knowing where the 

next turn or twist will come and what is around the corner. That was 17 months, 13 days ago, not 

that anyone is counting.  

 

 Who would of thought that something so small that the naked eye cannot see it would affect 

the entire world? To date, 4,480,941 people have died and that number continues to grow. It is no 

respecter of persons and is attacking young and old alike.  It has not only taken the lives of so 

many, but it has impacted all of us, whether we know someone who died from it, lost their jobs 

and income, or taken a toll on individuals, physically, emotionally, and even spiritually. Less than 

50% of regular church attenders before covid hit have not returned to church and according to one 

study 50% of those not going to church have stropped watching church online.  

 

 What is so difficult is that there is not one reason, but many. Some have just gotten out of 

the habit; others are tired of being online from their job 5-6 days a week and to spend another hour 

or so online is too much. Others are still anxious about being in public in larger groups and are 

holding off until we get through the pandemic.  

 There are two things that I want to say to those who have not yet returned. 

 

First, WE MISS YOU. You have been part of our family for years and this is your spiritual family. 

When one or more are not present, there is a gap, a hole, a void that only you can fill.  

 

Second, Not only are you missed, but the scriptures tell us how important it is for Believers, the 

Family of God to come and be together. Hebrews 10:25 tells us, “Let us not give up meeting 

together as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another – all the more as you 

see the day approaching.” We find in Acts 2:42 in n the early church that they “devoted themselves 

to the apostles teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of the bread (both meals and 

communion) and to prayer.” David in Psalms 133 wrote, “How good and pleasant it is when 

brothers live together in unity…. For there the Lord bestows His blessing, even life forevermore.”  

 

 Every day, in order for me to stay healthy, I eat 3 square meals. If this is the case for my 

physical body, how much more is it necessary for me to strengthen and nourish my spirit by reading 

the word, praying, partaking in communion and fellowshipping with other believers. In Hebrews 

10:24 it tells us to “consider how to spur one another on toward love and good deeds.” When we 

are together, we are able to do this by giving support, encouraging, building up and helping each 

other to grow in our faith and to share it with others.  

 Staying in the habit of regularly going to church has been an ongoing struggle since the 

founding of the early church and continues today. I want to encourage you to make every effort to 

come back when you feel comfortable and safe and if there is anything that I can do to be of 

assistance. Please let me know.                         Pastor Doug 

 

 



 

 

 

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 

1. A special note of thanks to the Finance/Property Board for installing the new carpeting in the  

     hallway from the Narthex to Fellowship Hall. Great Job! 

2. All but three of the three pews on the piano side have had the brown trim newly painted by a  

     young lady doing her community service, a requirement to graduate Cromwell High School.  

     Thank You L. If you like to paint, please call Pastor Doug and set up a time. Thank You. 

3. Holy Apostles Preparatory Academy Inc., who have used our facility for the last 2  

     years has made a location change to Plainville and will no longer be with us. We are grateful  

     for the opportunity that we had to bless them with the use of our facility. 

4. I want to take a moment to thank Karen Gumkowski and Jean Dunning who have for the past  

     few years been the chief administrators of our Facebook account. For their time and expertise  

     that they gave I am grateful, and we could not have done it without them. Stacy (Parker)  

     Dadonna has graciously volunteered to help us with the account. Thank you, Jean and Karen  

     all that you have done and do. We are grateful. Thank you, Stacy and I look forward to  

     working with you. 

 

FOR OUR INFORMATION 
 

We are in the process of updating our church records for all the individuals and families that call 

First Congregational Church home. This is being done by Roswitha Herz and Cindy Dunbar, who 

are calling each of the homes and asking for any updated information. This information is being 

used primarily for the office and is kept in confidence. Some information is being asked regarding 

children and parents so that if there was an emergency, we would have contact information on 

hand. We really appreciate your willingness to help us in this matter. God Bless. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Missions 

“Instead of asking Why? ask What?” 

This is one of several important thoughts from Ken Metz’s Sermon “The Lord Raises Us Up” 

presented during his visit August 15.  If you were not able to be there, a CD is available. The 

Missions Board will be in touch with Ken to support his return to active ministry in Peru. 

We received a Thank You note from Carol Culbertson (CRU). 

Pivot Ministries sent the Testimony of one of their men, William. 

Rob spoke with Alex Crum who reports that his wife Laura’s health has improved although she 

still does not have a diagnosis. They hope to send out a fall newsletter within the next two 

months. 

Cindy and Marshall have had an exhausting month since being told they were losing the Wheels 

for the World warehouse. 

“We are now fully moved out of the Progress Avenue warehouse and into the much smaller 

warehouse on Franklin Street in Seymour.  The Haynes family continues to assist us with the use 

of their space, their equipment and personnel. They had a small army of movers helping out. We 

moved over 500 chairs to Mississippi and Louisiana in 2 weeks and everything that was left 

behind in under 1 week. Nearly 200 walkers and 180 chairs, all the storage and office 

equipment... whew! 

Even with the move we have surpassed our realization for wheelchair numbers in 2020. All last 

year we managed to collect 419 chairs and we have 422, so far, this year. We've averaged 50 

chairs per month.  

We have signed up 5 new chair corps members. 

Sanford, God's truck, is back in business and working harder and better than ever before. We've 

had him running all over the place picking up chairs and other mobility equipment. Thanks to 

everyone who has helped keep Sanford in shape for this mission.  

We ask that you pray for a cleaner storage solution for the wheelchairs and other mobility 

equipment storage.” 

Donations of School Supplies for Adelbrook has been terrific! Joanne St. Amand gave our flyer 

to her daughter who works for Re/Max. Their whole office is donating! Thank you! 

In His Service, 

Your Mission Board, 

Rob Foberg, Lorrie Huffaker, and John Savvides 

 



 

 
“Jesus Wants Me For A Sunbeam” 

Rally Day Service at 9:30 a.m.  

Sunday, September 12, 2021 

All Church Picnic at Pierson Park 

After Church 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School will be hosting the picnic. We plan to cook hotdogs and hamburgers on site. We will 

provide and serve salads, desserts, and drinks. This way we can limit contact. The picnic will be outside, 

and masks will be optional. It is assumed that anyone not vaccinated will be wearing a mask. Because we 

will be arranging all the food, we need commitments for a count. Please RSVP by September 5th. 

We need a truck and volunteers to get the grill and bring it to Pierson Park and then return it to the 

church. We also need volunteers to help set up and clean up.  

Historian 

Here’s the latest news for September – 1966, that is. 

In our September 20th Newsletter (which had become a “weekly”) we hear that the Ladies are 

involved in Missions work in Asia, the Far East and the South Pacific. 

The High School Kids are having a “Box Supper Auction”. 

The Church Sanctuary is now open daily for Meditation and Prayer. 

According to Rev. Allison’s letter, “the Church Office, Library and Study were moved upstairs 

directly behind the Sanctuary”. The Fireside Room received a new coat of paint courtesy of the 

Women’s Federation. 

I wonder where the Church Office, Library and Study were before they were moved? And what’s 

a “Box Supper Auction”? Some of the recent additions to the library of 1966 were: “Cry, the 

Beloved Country” by Alan Paton 

 “Hotel” by Arthur Hailey 

 “Anne Frank - the Diary of a Young Girl” 

I did read that a “Box Supper Auction” is a fundraiser. Each member brings a meal in a box and 

labels it. The Auctioneer tells everyone - who brought the box and what the contents are.  “Box 

Supper Auctions” appear in several write ups of youth group events in our church. Kind of a fun 

idea. 

Lorrie Huffaker 

Historian 



TWO YEARS! 

That’s a really long time to collect donations, it’s also been a long time 

without church fund raising events and the good fellowship that goes 

with it.  We’ve got a MEGA tag sale to prepare for September 25th. 

We need everyone to join in and help move boxes from the basement to 

the Sunday school wing on September 19. We will have the 

rooms/tables set up on Saturday, all ready to add the boxes on Sunday, 

starting promptly @ 10:30. This will be a great opportunity for a couple 

of hours of community service for any students you know (neighbors, 

nephews, nieces, etc.) Please spread the word! It goes much quicker with 

more people. EVERYONE will be expected to wear a mask, we do need 

to get closer than 6 feet to pass the boxes to each other. We will be 

finished by lunchtime!  

Also, please consider giving a couple of hours of your time on Saturday, 

September 25th, during the tag sale (9-3) we will need all kinds of 

helpers. For those who can’t lift, we need people to sit and watch the 

shoppers, people are less likely to pocket items when someone is smiling 

in their direction. 😊 We also will need people to help pack up orders to 

make check out quicker. We already have volunteers for 

cashiers`~thankYOU~ We can use a couple of able-bodied souls to help 

transport treasures to the parking lot- for those who buy more than they 

can carry. 

Sign up after church before 9/5. 

We are advertising in the Courant, Middletown Press, as well as other 

news sources, we are expecting a good turnout, please help us make this 

a success.  

It will be great to see everyone together again!  

Jean and Karen 

 

 



 “MILITARY WHIST” 

                                        (Card Party) 

                            First Congregational Church  

                   355 Main St. (Rte. 99) Cromwell, CT 

                              Thursday, October 7, 2021  

                   Doors open @ 6:00 p.m. - $7/person  

                                 Free refreshments 

                   1st hand starts promptly @ 7:00 p.m.  

                     (game instruction by Kevin Welch) 

NO EXPERIENCE OR RESERVATION REQUIRED 

(EASY TO LEARN) 

       All welcome – have fun with family, friends, and 

neighbors  

                         Raffle prizes  Door Prizes 

                         Contacts: Church Office: (860) 635-4806  

 

                                                Parking                                                       

                                                       

                                                      Main Street  
        Come play, easy to learn! Bring a friend or a team of 4! Make new 

friends!  

  



 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST ON 

SEPTEMBER 11TH AT 8:00 A.M.  

AT MITCHELL’S ON MAIN  

 

 

 

 
Sunday Flowers  

 

The Church is beginning Sunday morning 

flowers again.  If you see an open flower date 

please call the Church office if you would 

like to have flowers in honor, celebration or 

in memory of someone.  

 

Flower Schedule:  

 

9/5 – Ginny and Cliff Pierson  

9/12 – John Tomasulo  

9/19 – Open Flower Date  

9/26 - RoseMary Frederick 

 

Open flower dates in October are 10/17 and 

10/31. 

 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 

2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 

3. The Church E-mail address is  

    fcchurch01@snet.net 

4. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday. 

5. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 

6. The office hours are:  

 Mon. – Thurs. 9–2 PM;  

 The secretary is off on Friday.  

7. The church address: 355 Main St.            

 PO Box 156, Cromwell, CT 06416 

8. Facebook, find us listed at First      

    Congregational Church Cromwell  

 

Remember to watch the church Facebook 

page to listen to Pastor Doug give a brief 

devotional on Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday, and Friday at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, 

September 16, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. to hear 

reports from the different boards, review the 

church budget, and discuss any new business 

of the church. The Board members are either 

the Chairman or alternate of each board, 

Church Treasurer, Church Clerk and two 

Members at Large. The Members at Large are 

to represent the church as a whole and are 

available to you, the congregation, to talk 

with about any concerns that you feel need to 

be addressed within the church, to express 

your opinion about any issues, or to share 

with them how you feel things are within the 

church, both the positive and negative.  

Financials 

As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in 

January, we will keep everyone up to date 

monthly as to how the church finances are 

doing.  

 

Period Ending: June 30, 2021  

Income:     $94,973.43 

Expense:     $98,842.23 

Income (Under) Expenses:   ($3,868.80)  

Period Ending:  July 31, 2021 

Income:             $105,287.93 

Expense:            $113,172.83 

Income (Under) Expenses:       ($7,884.90) 
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Ladies Daytime 

Fellowship Luncheon 
 

Ladies Daytime Fellowship Luncheon will 

meet on Wednesday, September 1st at noon. 

All are welcome, bring your own lunch and 

drink. Wearing masks and physical 

distancing is optional.  

 

 
 

DEACON BOARD 
 

Isaiah 40:31 “But those who hope in the 
Lord will renew their strength.  They will 
soar on wings like eagles; they will run and 
not grow weary, they will walk and not be 
faint.” 

For the past year and half we have not been 

able to soar like eagles and many have 

grown weary.  Nevertheless, during this time 

of unknown and fear, we have kept our eyes 

and heart with the Lord.  We start a new 

Sunday school year with optimism and 

hope.  The church has gone from on line 

only to limited numbers, masks and social 

distancing to open and masks being 

optional.  We have returned to a modified 

coffee hour and were able to say good-bye 

to our friend Eleanor properly.  The deacon 

board is always checking in on the latest 

CDC recommendations and will continue to 

do so.  We will change if needed to keep 

you safe.  Remember to keep your faith in 

the Lord and keep yourself healthy. 

In God’s love, 

The Deacon Board 

 

 

  



 

September 2021 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

29 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

30 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

31 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

1 

12:00 PM 

Ladies 

Daytime 

Fellowship 

Luncheon  

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

2 3 4 

5 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

6 

 

Office Closed!  

7 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

8 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

9 10 11 

8:00 AM 

Men's 

Breakfast at 

Mitchell's on 

Main  

12 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

13 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

5:30 PM 

Finance and 

Property Board  

6:30 PM 

Deacon Board 

Meeting  

14 15 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

16 

7:00 PM 

Executive 

Board 

Meeting  

17 18 

19 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

10:30 AM Conga Line 

for Tag Sale  

 

20 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

21 22 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

23 24 25 

9:00 AM 

Nutmeg Tag 

Sale  

26 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

27 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

28 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

29 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

30 1 2 

 

AA Morning Meeting: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 7:00 a.m.  

AA Noon Meeting: Monday – Friday  

Over Eater Anonymous: Monday at 6:30 p.m.  

Devotions: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 9:30 a.m.  


