
 
Dear Members and Friends,                                            October 2021 
 

I would say that the most common statement that I have heard over the last couple months is, 

“Where did the year go?” 

I have found myself asking that same question a few times wondering if I’ll have time to do the things that I 

have put on my to-do list as time continues to rush by. As I think about this, a few things come to mind. 
 

1. With time seeming to fly by, have you made out your bucket list. Not just of places that you want to travel 

to, or things that you want to experience, but in that list, how about people you want to reach out to, spend time 

with, visit, and get to know better. In this list, I hope you have included getting to know Jesus a little better but 

spending time in prayer as well as being the hands and feet of Jesus here on this earth reaching out to others. 
 

2. I have come to love the poem, “The Dash.” I read of a man who stood to speak at the funeral of his friend. 

He referred to the dates on her tombstone from beginning to the end. He noted that first came the date of her 

birth and spoke of the second with tears but said that what mattered most of all was the dash between the years. 

For that dash represents all the time that she spent alive on earth and only those who loved her know what that 

little line is worth. For it matters not, how much we own; the cars, the house, the cash. What matters most is 

how we live and love and how we spend our dash. So, think about this long and hard, are there things you’d 

like to change? For you never know how much time is left – you could be a “dash mid-range. If we could just 

slow down enough to consider what’s true and real, and always try to understand the way the other people feel. 

Be less quick to anger and show appreciation more and love the people in our lives like we’ve never loved 

before. If we treat each other with respect and more often wear a smile, remembering that this special dash 

might only last a little while. So when your eulogy is being read with your life’s actions to rehash. Would you 

be pleased with the things they have to say about how you live your dash? By Linda Ellis 
 

What I love about this poem is that it makes us all stop and think about not only how we have lived our lives 

up to this point, but how are we going to live our lives now up to when we die. There’s the challenge. 
 

3. I’ve been reading a trilogy called, “The Farseer Trilogy” and in Book Two there are two characters having 

this conversation about life. “Not all men are destined for greatness,” I reminded him. “Are you sure, Fitz? Are 

you sure? What good is a life as it if made no difference at all to the great life of the world? A sadder thing I 

cannot imagine. Why would not a mother say to herself, if I raise this child aright, if I love and care for her, she 

shall live a life that brings joy to those about her, and thus I have changed the world? Why would a farmer that 

plants a seed say to his neighbor, this seed I plant today will feed someone, and that is how I changed the world 

today?”  “This is philosophy, Fool. I have never had time to study such things.” “No, Fitz, this is life. And no 

one has the time not to think of such things. Each creature in the world should consider this thing, every moment 

of the heart’s beating. Otherwise, what is the point of arising each day?”  
 

You and I cannot change everyone, but we can change a few who in turn can change a few who in turn….  (I 

think you get the point). In other words, you and I make choices every day. Either to live a life without a purpose 

and wander aimlessly or to live with purpose, to touch someone’s life today and believing it will have long term 

positive impact upon the world in the future. When was the last time you thought long term, down the road, not 

just about work or where you live or how long you will live, but in terms of generations to come?  
 

The Bible tells us that the sins of one generation will be passed down to the 2nd and 3rd generation, However, 

the blessings of the righteous will be passed on multiple generations to come. It is not our job to know the 

outcome, but it is our responsibility to be conscientious of what we are doing in the here and now with the 

thought of planting seeds for tomorrow that others will benefit from.  
 

Jesus said that He has come to give us life, Abundant and Eternal. The abundant life consists of doing those 

things that have eternal value. So, let us invest now in those things that will last forever. 

                                                                                                                Pastor Doug  

 



 

 

 

MAKE YOUR PIE AND EAT IT TOO! 

 

Keep a pie in your freezer to bake in the oven for 

guests or the upcoming holidays! 
Sign up to help prepare Apple pies:  Sat.,Oct 23rd – Church Kitchen  

8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Please bring your favorite paring knife, corer, and apron.   

PLEASE MAKE SURE TO Order your Apple Pie!  Sign up sheets in Fellowship Hall 

(Orders will be accepted until October 15th) 

Pies will be made fresh on October 23rd 

Proceeds benefit: Our church      Thank you for your support! 

 

All pies made will be ready for the freezer to be baked at your convenience and will 

come with baking instructions.   

You will need to pick up your order on Oct 23rd at 12:30 pm and freeze your pie(s). 

Personal Size: $7   Regular: $12   Deep Dish: $17 

Name Phone # Personal = $7 Reg 9”= $12 Deep Dish 

10”=$17 
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Mission Board 

Rev. 7:9 “After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every 

nation, tribe, people and language…” 

This verse begins the latest newsletter from Sjaan Waller. 

From her home in Heath TX, she is in contact with Gus Ricardo, New Tribes Colombian Missionary. He is 

providing translation service at a Covid Clinic. He also travels to the Guayabero as they have been moved 

from their homelands. The Proclaimer Machines sent out in May are still sitting in Customs. 

We also received a newsletter from the Crums who are with Wycliffe/SIL.  Alex was happy to report success 

in providing usable software to the Javanese Script Congress in Indonesia where there are hundreds of 

languages, dozens of scripts and no standardization. A Finance Director has been hired, relieving Alex of 

extra duties. In family news, son Gabriel was baptized in August. They are requesting prayer for: Bible 

Translation to advance during the pandemic, hiring a leader to work with the server and security team at SIL, 

increased financial support, balancing work, marriage, and parenting. 

Both Newsletters are posted on the Missions Board. 

We received an email from Pivot Ministries. They performed a Baptism at Seaside Park in Bridgeport on 

Labor Day. The board has agreed to postpone having the Pivot Ministry choir minister to us on Sunday, 

October 3rd due to Covid-19 concerns. We hope and pray that we will be able to reschedule their coming 

sometime in the spring 2022. 

Our board has agreed to help the Blue Star Mothers collect donations of WHITE CREW socks for deployed 

CT. National. Guard personnel.  The request, from Tammy Gosselin, is for 100 pairs of either HANES or 

FRUIT of the LOOM brand socks; men's size: 9-11 and women's size: 7-9.  Of the 100 pairs of socks, 80 are 

needed for men and 20 for women.  The Blue Star Mothers would like all socks gathered by the first week 

of November.  For your convenience, there will be containers placed in the Narthex as well as the Social 

Hall.   

We, as a board, thank you in advance for your continued generosity.  

In his Service,  

Your Mission Board, 

Rob Foberg, Lorrie Huffaker, and John Savvides 

 

 

 



 
 

 

“Caring for Our Neighbors” Walk is a 2.7 mile walk with all  

the proceeds going to help others in Cromwell with needs. 
 

There are times when needs arise for which there are no resources to help meet them. A 

person may make too much money to qualify for assistance yet is struggling to just make 

ends meet due to financial constraints. 
 

With this in mind, the money that is raised is put into a fund overseen by the Cromwell 

Clergy that when such needs arise and are brought to our attention, we will meet with the 

family or individual, hear the need and then assist if we are able. 
 

Each walker is encouraged to get sponsors from family, friends and businesses. All money 

should be collected ahead of time and handed in the day of the walk. If you are unable to 

walk, but would like to help, you can drop off financial donations or bags of food at Bethany 

Lutheran Church from 12:30 – 3:00 p.m. on the day of the walk.  
 

Items needed are:  

-Toiletries (ex: paper towels, toilet paper, body soap, hand soap, deodorant, flushable wipes, 

shampoo, conditioner, etc.) 

-Cleaning products (ex: disinfectant wipes, disinfectant sprays, masks, cleaning sprays, dish 

soap, detergent,  

-Condiments (ex: ketchup, mayo, mustard, BBQ, salad dressings etc.) 

 Snacks/ healthy snacks.  
 

 

Sponsor sheets can be picked up at any of your local churches. 

St. John R. C. Church: 860-635-5590 

Bethany Lutheran Church: 860-635-4618 

Hilltop Covenant Church: 860-635-4032 

First Congregational Church: 860-635-4806 

Grace Communion International Church: 859-404-2403 

If you have any questions, please call Rev. Douglas Van Veldhuisen at 860-638-8014. 

 
 

 

Sunday, October 17, 2021  

1:00 p.m – 3:00 p.m. 
A fundraiser for 

CARING FOR OUR NEIGHBORS WALK 

CROMWELL, CT 

Organized by Cromwell Churches 
 

Registration begins at 12:30 p.m.  

at Bethany Lutheran Church, 50 Court Street 



 

 

 

 
FLOWER SCHEDULE 

 

10/03 – Rosemary Organek 

10/10 – Pat Czerwonka  

10/17 – Open Flower Date  

10/24 – Nancy and Tom Clayton  

10/31 – Dee Conns  

 

There is an open flower date on November 28th.  

 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 

2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 

3. The Church E-mail address is  

    fcchurch01@snet.net 

4. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday. 

5. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 

6. The office hours are: Mon. – Thurs. 9 – 2  p.m. 

The secretary is off on Friday.  

7. The church mailing address: 

  P.O. Box 156, Cromwell, CT 06416 

8. Facebook, find us listed at First      

    Congregational Church Cromwell  

 

Remember to watch the church Facebook 

page to listen to Pastor Doug give a brief 

devotional on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 

and Friday at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, 

October 21, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports from 

the different boards, review the church budget, 

and discuss any new business of the church. The 

Board members are either the Chairman or 

alternate of each board, Church Treasurer, Church 

Clerk and two Members at Large. The Members 

at Large are to represent the church as a whole and 

are available to you, the congregation, to talk with 

about any concerns that you feel need to be 

addressed within the church, to express your 

opinion about any issues, or to share with them 

how you feel things are within the church, both the 

positive and negative.  

Financials 

As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in 

January, we will keep everyone up to date 

monthly as to how the church finances are doing.  

Period Ending:  August 31, 2021 

Income:     $118,757.73 

Expense:     $127,651.09 

Income (Under) Expenses:   ($8,893.36)  

 

 

 

                      Ladies Daytime 

Fellowship Luncheon 
 

Ladies Daytime Fellowship Luncheon will meet 

on Wednesday, October 6th at noon. All are 

welcome, bring your own lunch and drink. 

Wearing masks and physical distancing is 

optional.  

 

 

 
 ON OCTOBER 2nd AT 8:00 A.M. 

AT MITCHELL’S ON MAIN 
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about:blank


 

 

 

 

 “MILITARY WHIST” 

                                        (Card Party) 

                            First Congregational Church  

                   355 Main St. (Rte. 99) Cromwell, CT 

                              Thursday, October 7, 2021  

                   Doors open @ 6:00 p.m. - $7/person  

                                 Free refreshments 

                   1st hand starts promptly @ 7:00 p.m.  

                     (game instruction by Kevin Welch) 

NO EXPERIENCE OR RESERVATION REQUIRED 

(EASY TO LEARN) 

       All welcome – have fun with family, friends, and 

neighbors  

                         Raffle prizes  Door Prizes 

                          

                                                Parking                                                       

                                                       

                                                      Main Street  



      Come play, easy to learn! Bring a friend or a team of 4! Make new friends! 

 

October 2021 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

26 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

27 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

28 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

29 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

30 1 2 

8:00 AM 

Men's 

Breakfast at 

Mitchell's on 

Main 

2:00 PM 

Funeral for 

Gloria Roy 

3 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

4 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

5 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

6 

12:00 PM 

Ladies 

Daytime 

Fellowship 

Luncheon  

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

7 

6:00 PM 

Military Whist  

8 9 

 

10 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

11 

Office 

Closed!  

12 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

13 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

14 15 

6:00 PM 

Central CT 

Community 

Women's 

Group Set-up  

16 

9:00 AM 

Central CT 

Community 

Women's 

Group Clothes 

Sale  

17 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

1:00 PM Caring for Our 

Neighbors Walk  

18 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

19 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

20 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time 

7:00 PM 

Blue Star 

Mom’s   

21 

7:00 PM 

Executive 

Board 

Meeting  

22 23 

8:30 AM 

Apple Pie 

Making  

24 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

2:00 PM Baby Shower 

25 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

26 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

27 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

28 29 30 

31 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

1 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

2 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

3 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

4 5 6 

 

 

AA Morning Meeting: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday at 7:00 a.m.  



AA Noon Meeting: Monday – Friday  

Over Eater Anonymous: Monday at 6:30 p.m.  

Devotions: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 9:30 a.m. 


