
Dear Members and Friends,                                                                December, 2022 
 

 “‘Tis the season to be _______________”.  How would you fill in the blank?  What 

words come to mind when you think of the Christmas season.  Try some of these: fun, busy, 

happy, nuts, jolly, crazy, merry, out of control, joyful, broke, upbeat, hectic, gathered with 

friends, lonely, depressed.  Add your own words, then take score.  How many times I’ve heard 

people comment that every year it gets a little busier.  A few more activities are added to the 

already busy schedule and our heads spin as our mind and body go into overdrive in a futile 

attempt to accomplish all the special touches of Christmas.  Buying and trimming the tree, sweet 

aromas filling the house of special batches of Christmas cookies, hustling, and bustling through 

crowded stores, online Christmas shopping looking for the one toy that everyone wants, holiday 

parties for school, work, home, families and friends.  And this is just the tip of the iceberg on top 

of maintaining the normal day to day activities. 

  

Yet somehow in keeping up with all these activities, something is missing.  How easy it 

is to lose sight of the true meaning of Christmas.  The following poem I found speaks loud and 

clear about this. 

 

“Ready for Christmas” she said with sigh, as she gave a last touch to the gifts piled high; 

Then wearily sat for a moment and read, till soon, very soon, she was nodding her head. 

Then quickly spoke a voice in her dream, “Ready for Christmas? What do you mean? 

Ready for Christ, when only last week you wouldn’t acknowledge your friend on the street? 

Ready for Christmas, while holding a grudge? Perhaps you had better let God be the judge. 

Why, how can the Christ Child come and abide, in a heart that is selfish and filled with pride? 

Ready for Christmas, when only today, a beggar lad came, and you turned him away. 

Without even a smile to show that you cared?  The little he asked – it could have been spared. 

Ready for Christmas, you’ve worked it is true, but just doing the things that you wanted to do. 

Ready for Christmas, your circle’s too small.  Why you’re not ready for Christmas at all. 

She awoke with a start, and a cry of despair, “There’s so little time and I’ve still to prepare! 

O Father, forgive me, I see what you mean, to be ready means more than a house swept clean!” 

Yes, more than the giving of gifts and a tree.  It’s the heart swept clean that He wants to see. 

A heart that is free from bitterness-sin, Ready for Christmas, ready for Him! 

 

 By the time that you receive this letter there will be approximately 4 weeks left before 

Christmas.  There is still time to make the time to get ready for Christmas, to move beyond 

ourselves and embrace others who would benefit from what we can give.  Whether it be serving 

in a soup kitchen, ringing a bell for the Salvation Army, assisting with a Christmas party for less 

fortunate families and children, taking a whole family out and treating them special and the list 

can go on and on.  Christmas is not about us, and what we get, it’s about what He has done for us 

and how we have opportunities to share to with others.   

 From all of us in the Van Veldhuisen family, we wish you and your family a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

Sincerely Yours, 

Pastor Doug 

 



 

Missions Newsletter 

Wheels for the World keeps rolling along.   Their Year-to-Date number of wheelchairs 

collected is 570. As Cindy says, “We’re closing in on the goal set back in January for collecting 

600 chairs.” Three new ‘Chair Corps’ members have been recruited. Thanks to Scott Conquest, 

the truck is still running.  Cindy and Marshall manned a booth at the WIHS Banquet and made 

many contacts.  Cindy added: “It’s a very good feeling to know we have been able to help people 

all around the world gain mobility and each family receives the good news of Jesus Christ in 

their own language.  

Pivot Ministries held their Virtual Gala Fundraiser on November 20th. We’ll let you know how 

much was raised in our next newsletter. 

A highlight of the past month was our first ever “Zoom with a Missionary”! On November 7th, 

thanks to Alex Herrera, Pastor Doug, and our Deacon Board we were able to see, and most-of-

the-time, hear Alex & Laura Crum. 

The Missions Board voted to continue the present 2021 budget into year 2022. Ken Metz has 

expressed that since his retirement, he no longer needs the same type of personal support we give 

to Missionaries and requests instead that we fund the Mission – “Love That Transforms- Peru”. 

We will be supporting that Mission with a one-time donation in 2022. 

At our last meeting, November 2, we discussed potential Missions projects. We collected 

information from a variety of local and distant churches of various denominations to brainstorm 

what we might want to be doing in 2022. Stay tuned. 

We will be mailing Christmas Cards to our Missionaries. You are welcome to send cards as well. 

If you need an address, please contact us. 

Please consider joining our Board in the coming year.  We generally meet 4 times/year, and chat 

regularly. We look forward to new ideas for Missions Projects. 

Here’s a quote from Cindy Dunbar, echoed by the Missions Board: “We are grateful for the 

prayers and support from all our church family. Have a blessed holiday season.” 

In His Service, 

Your Missions Board, 

Rob Foberg (Chairperson), Lorrie Huffaker, John Savvides 

 

 

  



 
 

FLOWER SCHEDULE 
 

12/05 – Pat and Ken Whitney 

12/12 – OPEN FLOWER DATE 

12/19 – CHRISTMAS FLOWERS  

12/26 – Deborah Johnson  

 

 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 

2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 

3. The Church E-mail address is  

    fcchurch01@snet.net 

4. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday. 

5. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 

6. The office hours are:  

 Mon.-Thurs. 9-2 PM. 

 The secretary is off on Friday.  

7. The church’s mailing address: 

 P.O. Box 156, Cromwell, CT 06416 

   8. Facebook, find us listed at First      

    Congregational Church Cromwell  

 

Remember to watch the church Facebook 

page to listen to Pastor Doug give a brief 

devotional on Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday, and Friday at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, 

December 16, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. to hear 

reports from the different boards, review the 

church budget, and discuss any new business 

of the church. The Board members are either 

the Chairman or alternate of each board, 

Church Treasurer, Church Clerk and two 

Members at Large. The Members at Large are 

to represent the church as a whole and are 

available to you, the congregation, to talk 

with about any concerns that you feel need to 

be addressed within the church, to express 

your opinion about any issues, or to share 

with them how you feel things are within the 

church, both the positive and negative. Please 

feel free to call them or see them at church 

and talk with them.  

Financials 

As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in 

January, we will keep everyone up to date 

monthly as to how the church finances are 

doing.  

Period Ending:  October 31, 2021 

Income:     $152,324.40 

Expense:     $157,765.75 

Income (Under) Expenses:     ($5,441.35)  

Pledge Envelopes 

Pledge envelopes will be available the first 

two weeks of December in the Narthex for 

2022.  If you presently get envelopes and 

don’t want them.  Please send an email to 

fcchurch01@snet.net to Tammy’s attention 

letting her know you no longer want 

envelopes.  You can also phone or leave a 

note in her inbox.   Thank you!  

 

 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


 

 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 
December 19th at 9:30 a.m.: Christmas 

Carol Sing-A-Long 

With covid still impacting our Sunday 

School and Choir, it is unfortunate that we 

will not be having a Children’s Christmas 

pageant and a Christmas Cantata. As 

Christmas carols are sung usually only 

during Advent, we are planning on doing a 

Christmas Carol Sing-A-Long on Sunday 

morning, December 19th at 9:30 am. Each 

carol that we sing will be preceded with a 

short lesson on the history of that particular 

carol. 

 

December 24th at 4:00 p.m.: Family 

Christmas Eve Service 

As has been our tradition, we will have a 

Family service early in the evening for 

everyone. We will sing traditional Christmas 

carols that the children know and there will 

a children’s story that will be a little bit 

different this year. The service will conclude 

with the lighting of candles around the 

Sanctuary and the singing of “Silent Night, 

Holy Night.” 

 

December 24th at 11:00 p.m.: Christmas 

Eve Candlelight Communion Service 

For all late-night owls and those who hold 

fast to Christmas traditions, we will have our 

11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service by 

candlelight with a short message and the 

celebration of Holy Communion by all. The 

service will conclude with the lighting of 

candles around the Sanctuary and the 

singing of “Silent Night, Holy Night.” 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Ladies Daytime 

Fellowship Luncheon 
 

Ladies Daytime Fellowship Luncheon will 

meet on Wednesday, December 1st at noon. 

All are welcome, bring your own lunch and 

drink. Wearing masks and physical 

distancing is optional.  

 

 

 

 
 ON DECEMBER 11 AT 8:00 A.M. 

AT MITCHELL’S ON MAIN 

____________________________________ 

 

HOLIDAY BAKE SALE 

 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2021 

9:00 AM TO 1:00 PM 

Hundreds of favorite cookies sold by the 

pound 

Pies, Breads, Brownies, Cakes, Muffins, too 

Gluten-Free and Sugar-Free items available 

LET US DO YOUR HOLIDAY BAKING 

FOR YOU 

 

 
Christmas will be approaching us soon. This 

year when writing your cards; please take a 

moment to remember our Missionaries with 

a Christmas card and encourage them during 

this special time of the year.  Below is a list 

of our Missionaries: 

 

Alex and Laura Crum (Gabriel, Carolyn, 

Bethany, Micah and Peter) 

7500 W. Camp Wisdom Rd.  

Dallas, TX 75236 

 

Gary and Carol Culbertson (Roy) 

13522 Lake Mary Jane Road 

Orlando, FL  32832    

 

Sjaan Waller 

104 Skyline Circle 

Heath, TX  75032-6612 

 

Ken Metz  

c/o: Wodley  

6055 Bluesprings Rd.  

Cleveland, TN 37311  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
This year we will again have an Angel Tree 

in our sanctuary, a Christmas tree filled with 

tags of people who could use a special 

blessing from you this Christmas. This year, 

there will be no names, just age and gender 

of each family member, and a suggestion of 

what they are wishing for this year. We ask 

that you try to keep your gift(s) to about 

$25.00 - $30, so they will be equal in value 

among family members. Children do notice 

if their sibling receives a bicycle, and they 

get a pair of mittens. The tag MUST be 

returned with your gift, in order that they are 

delivered to the right person. 

The gifts will need to be brought to church 

on Sunday, December 12th. We hope you 

will want to participate in this opportunity to 

bless some less fortunate family in our 

community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cancellations Due to Storms! 

In case of bad weather, Pastor Doug will 

contact NBC Connecticut and WFSB 

Channel 3 and inform them of a cancellation.  

Please watch your TV or check on their apps 

for closure info. 

The following Clear Channel radio stations 

will also broadcast closure info: 

 FM stations: 92.5, 95.7, 105.9  

AM stations: 1410 

 

Hopefully, we will have a mild winter and no 

cancellations.  

  



From Your Historian 

Here’s a Blast from the Past! 

A Very Husky Social Hour 

Can you guess the date? 
 

 
 

A Joyful Heart is Good Medicine 
Proverbs 17:22 

 
 

 

 

Tag Sale 
 

The TAG SALE room is open for business! There are several bins in the hallway for you to fill with donations. 

If they are full, it's ok to leave boxes/bags next to them. 

 

If you have some interesting vintage items to donate (more than 20 years old...) please let us know anything you 

know about it, a quick post- it note with the item is helpful. For example, " this toy belonged to my mom from 

the 1950's.”  It saves us research time if you know the brand, era, etc. 

  

We would love to hear from the person who donated the cast iron vehicles, they look like the real thing, we 

want to be sure they aren't replicas. Some of the knockoffs are pretty convincing. 
Thank you for sharing your treasures! 

 

Merry Christmas everyone, 

Jean and Karen 



Deacon Board 

Last December, we were in the midst of the pandemic, and many Christmas gatherings with friends and/or 

family were cancelled outright or held virtually to avoid exposing ourselves and our loved ones to the very 

contagious virus.    For those who were lucky enough to receive presents, instead of looking for them under the 

tree, they could be found outside on your porch, delivered by a masked friend, the Post Office, UPS, Amazon or 

Fed-Ex.  It certainly didn’t feel like a ‘normal’ Christmas, and sadly, it was a lonely time for many. 

 

This year, many Christmas celebrations are back on our schedules.  Our Sunday services will feature carols, and 

on Sunday 12/19, we will have a sing-along during the service, so be sure to wear your Christmas gear 

(sweaters/vests/hat) to church that day!  Who knows, there could be an impromptu “Ugly Sweater” contest 

during the fellowship hour! 

 

Christmas Eve services will be on Friday, 12/24 at: 

 4   PM Family Service 

 11 PM Candlelight service (with Communion) 

 

Isaiah 9:6 (NIV) foretold His coming:  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be 

on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 

Merry Christmas from Elaine Jones and all of your Deacons! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2022 SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

 

Please consider signing up to provide Sanctuary flowers on Sunday mornings. The flowers can be in memory of someone 

or in celebration of an anniversary.   Please call the church office (Mon-Thurs, 9-2) if you would like to provide flowers 

on an open date: 

 

   01/30/22 09/18/22 
   02/13/22 10/16/22 
   05/22/22 10/30/22 
   06/05/22 11/27/22 
   07/24/22

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



December 2021 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

28 

  

Poinsettia Orders Due!  

9:30 AM Worship Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

4:00 PM St. Vincent DePaul 

Soup Kitchen  

29 

10:00 AM Bible 

Study  

30 

3:00 PM Zoom 

Bible Study  

1 

12:00 PM Ladies 

Daytime 

Fellowship 

Luncheon  

6:30 PM Prayer 

Time  

2 3 4 

9:00 AM Holiday 

Bake Sale  

5  

 

9:30 AM Worship Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

6 

10:00 AM Bible 

Study  

6:30 PM Deacon 

Board Meeting  

7 

3:00 PM Zoom 

Bible Study  

 

7:00 PM Phyllis  

Baecker using  

Fellowship Hall 

8 

6:30 PM Prayer 

Time  

9 10 11 

8:00 AM Men's 

Breakfast at 

Mitchell's on 

Main  

12 

 

Angel Tree Gifts are Due!  

9:30 AM Worship Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

13 

10:00 AM Bible 

Study  

5:30 PM Finance 

and Property 

Board  

14 

3:00 PM Zoom 

Bible Study  

 

7:00 PM Phyllis  

Baecker using  

Fellowship Hall 

15 

6:30 PM Prayer 

Time  

16 

7:00 PM 

Executive Board 

Meeting  

17 18 

19 

 

9:30 AM Worship Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

20 

10:00 AM Bible 

Study  

21 

3:00 PM Zoom 

Bible Study  

22 

6:30 PM Prayer 

Time  

23 24 

 

4:00 PM Family 

Christmas Service  

11:00 PM 

Candlelight 

Christmas Service  

25 

 

26 

9:30 AM Worship Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

27 

Office Closed!  

28 29 

6:30 PM Prayer 

Time  

30 31 1 

 

AA Morning Meeting: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday at 7:00 a.m. 

Noon AA Group: Monday-Friday 

Overeaters Anonymous: Monday night at 6:30 p.m. 

Devotions: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 9:30 a.m.  


