
Dear Members and Friends.                      January 2022 
 

Occasionally, someone will hand me a short article that they had and wanted to share. This past week I 

received one that I wanted to pass on to you. It’s titled, “The List.” 
 

The most destructive habit - - - -Worry / Trusting 

The greatest joy - - - - -Giving / Taking 

The greatest loss - - - - -Loss of Self-respect / Self respect 

The most satisfying work - - - -Helping others / ignoring others 

The ugliest personality trait - - - -Selfishness / Selflessness 

The most endangered species - - - -Dedicated Leaders / Lazy leaders 

The greatest natural resource - - - -Our youth /  

The greatest “Shot in the arm” - - -Encouragement / Discouragement 

The greatest problem to overcome - - -Fear / Love, peace, and sound mind 

The most effective sleeping pill - - -Peace of mind/ /  

The most crippling failure disease - - -Excuses / Do It 

The most powerful force in life - - -Love / Hate 

The most dangerous pariah - - - -A gossiper / Speak the truth in love 

The world’s most incredible computer - -The brain / Use it 

The worst thing to be without - - - -Hope / Despair 

The deadliest weapon - - - - -The tongue/ Tame it 

The I two most power-filled words - - -I Can / I Can’t 

The greatest asset - - - - -Faith / Disbelief 

The most worthless emotion - - - -Self-pity / Self-Esteem 

The most beautiful attire - - - -A Smile / A Frown 

The most prized possession - - - -Integrity / Dishonesty 

The most powerful channel of communication -Prayer / Doing your own thing 

The most contagious spirit - - - -Enthusiasm / Apathy 

Everyone needs a list to live by .……….…………...-Try this one. 
 

By the time you receive this newsletter, Christmas will be over, and the new year of 2022 has either begun or 

is just days away. I know that very often many of us make new year’s resolution which, for the most part fall 

by the wayside in a very short period of time. So, instead of setting ourselves up for failure, let’s all try 

something different. Make a copy of this list and post it at home, in your car, at work pr any other place that 

you spend time. Then each day look at the list and see if you are doing the positive or the negative. 
 

Here is the good news. Each day is a new day with new opportunities. So, if you failed the day before, decide 

to do the right thing today rather than giving up. I think that as you begin and end your day reviewing this list 

and I am sure each of us can add to our list, you will find that as time goes by it will become more, and more 

of a habit and be part of your everyday life without thinking about it. 
 

Remember the words of Paul, “That which is true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, if anything is 

excellent or praiseworthy, think about (or dwell on) these things. (Philippians 4:8) 
 

May you and your family have a very blessed and Happy New Year. 
 

In His Love and Service, 

Pastor Doug 



Historian  

I have taken this essay from the “1989 Advent & Christmas Devotional Booklet” put out by the First Baptist 

Church of Manlius, NY.  (Bruce & I grew up attending this Church and it is where we were married in 1974, 

however – I digress…) 

Ross Binder wrote: 

A Measure of Success 

“For whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it. Whoever loses his life for my sake, he is the one who shall 

save it.”  Luke 9:23 – 26 

In the 1950s, America had the highest standard of living in the world. Materialism did not guarantee 

happiness, as the 1960’s counter-culture movement showed. “Peace, love, and understanding” became buzz 

words of the hippie generation as they rebelled against materialism and authority. As history repeats itself in 

the late 1980’s, we see a return to the materialistic values of the 50s. The new generation (sometimes called 

the “ME” generation because of the self-centeredness) has rebelled against the social activism of the 60s as 

they see success in the accumulation of wealth. 

Why this cycle? Many people of each generation are aware that the previous generation did not find the way 

to lasting happiness. This is because they have not found the Lord who gives joy in the midst of trials, peace 

in crises, and fulfillment in service. Jesus told His disciples that His measure of success depended upon their 

yielding control to God and following Him. This might mean a change in the way I respond today at home or 

at work when problems arise. 

PRAYER: Lord, help me to set my goals as Christ would. Keep me from accepting the world’s standards of 

success. Let me measure my success in conforming to your will. Amen 

Lorrie Huffaker, Historian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ladies Daytime 

Fellowship Luncheon 
 

Ladies Daytime Fellowship Luncheon will meet on Wednesday, January 5th at noon. All are welcome, bring 

your own lunch and drink. Wearing masks and physical distancing is optional.  

 

  



 

 

Missions  

I was going to start this off complaining that Covid is still around. Grumble, Grumble. Grumble. 

Then I reviewed the emails our Board has received. Thank you, Thank you, Thank you.   

Much better to begin the New Year Thanking God than Grumbling. So, Thank You, God, for blessing us, 

allowing us to bless others. 

Thank you note #1 came from Pivot Ministries for our continued support. Rob is working to set up their 

next visit. 

Thank you note #2 is from the Crums. They enjoyed zooming with us during our Church Service and said 

they are encouraged by us.  

Thank you note #3 came from St Vincent DePaul – Amazing Grace Food Pantry and it is to ALL our 

Church Members. “You cannot do a kindness too soon because you never know how soon it will be too late” 

Ralph Waldo Emerson. 

Thank you note #4 came from Sjaan Waller. Sjaan enclosed her Christmas Newsletter. She asks for prayers 

for Gus Riccardo who is distributing Proclaimer Machines. 

Wheels for the World has passed their dream goal of 600 for this year at 612. They are 7 wheelchairs away 

from having collected 2000 chairs since 2018! God has been sending huge numbers of chairs our way. We 

hope to do another mailing this year, like we did 2 years ago. We have not been calling places looking for 

donations of equipment.  The word has traveled quickly and now the donors are calling us first. God is Good 

all the time.   

Cindy and Marshall thank you for your prayers for this mission.  

Rob contacted Larry Mayer who runs the Prison Ministry Program. Although Joe Herz and Bruce Huffaker 

have not been allowed in the Prison since Covid began, there is still work being done. 

Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise; give thanks to Him and praise His name. For 

the Lord is good and His love endures forever; His faithfulness continues through all generations.   Psalm 100 

Happy New Year! 

In His Service,  

Your Missions Board, Rob Foberg, Lorrie Huffaker, and John Savvides 

 



 

OFFICIAL CALL FOR THE 306th ANNUAL MEETING 

 

The 306th Annual Meeting of the First Congregational Church will be held on Sunday, January 30, 2022 at 

10:30 a.m., for the purpose of: 

1. Hearing reports for 2021 

2. Adopting a budget for 2022 

3. Elections of new Officers, Board & Committee members for 2022 

4. Hearing any other business, which may properly come before the meeting 

 

Copies of the Annual meeting will be available in the Narthex or call to pick up at the church. on January 23, 

2022 after the service.  

All members and friends are urged to attend.   

 

 

 

 

The Holiday Bake Sale committee wish to thank all of you who baked, worked, and/or bought baked goods at our 

December sale. Your work and support helped us raise $914.44 which will help cover costs of running our church.  

 

 

 

Soup Kitchen 

 

Special thanks to everyone who cooked, baked and/or served for the folks at St. Vincent DePaul’s on 

December 5th.  We were blessed to be able to serve 67 meals with extras for individuals throughout the 

week.  We had several individuals come and express their gratitude for what we provided them with. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Keith & Jody Blanar 
 



 

2022 SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

Please consider signing up to provide Sanctuary flowers on Sunday mornings. The flowers can be in memory of 

someone or in celebration of an anniversary.   Call the church office (Mon-Thurs, 9-2) if you would like to provide 

flowers on an open date: 

 01/30/22 05/22/22 07/24/22 10/16/22 
 02/13/22 06/05/22 09/18/22 10/30/22 
        11/27/22 
     
 
 

 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 

2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 

3. The Church E-mail address is  

    fcchurch01@snet.net 

4. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday. 

5. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 

6. The office hours are: Mon.-Thurs. 9-2 

p.m. The secretary is off on Friday.  

7. The church mailing address:  

 P.O. Box 156, Cromwell, CT 06416 

 8. Facebook, find us listed at First      

    Congregational Church Cromwell  

 

Remember to watch the church Facebook 

page to listen to Pastor Doug give a brief 

devotional on Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday, and Friday at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 
 ON JANUARY 8TH AT 8:00 A.M. 

AT MITCHELL’S ON MAIN 

 

 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, 

January 20, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports 

from the different boards, review the church 

budget, and discuss any new business of the 

church. The Board members are either the 

Chairman or alternate of each board, Church 

Treasurer, Church Clerk and two Members at 

Large. The Members at Large are to represent 

the church as a whole and are available to 

you, the congregation, to talk with about any 

concerns that you feel need to be addressed 

within the church, to express your opinion 

about any issues, or to share with them how 

you feel things are within the church, both the 

positive and negative.  

Financials 

Period Ending:  November 30, 2021  

Income:     $167,230.95 

Expense:     $174,638.47 

Income (Under) Expenses:     ($7,407.52)  

 

Pledge Envelopes 

Pledge envelopes are still available for 2022.  

If you would like to get envelopes or no 

longer need them , let the church office 

know (860) 635-4806.    

 

about:blank
about:blank


 

Cancellations Due to Storms! 

In case of bad weather, Pastor Doug will contact NBC Connecticut and WFSB Channel 3 and 

inform them of a cancellation.  Please watch your TV or check on their apps for closure info. 

The following iHeartmedia radio stations will also broadcast closure info: 

FM stations: 92.5, 95.7, 105.9  

AM stations: 1410 

 

Hopefully, we will have a mild winter and no cancellations.  

  



January 2022 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

26 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

27 

Office Closed!  

28 

7:00 PM 

Phyllis 

Baecker using 

Fellowship 

Hall  

29 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

30 31 1

 

2 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

3 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

4 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

5 

12:00 PM 

Ladies 

Daytime 

Fellowship 

Luncheon  

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

6 7 8 

8:00 AM 

Men's 

Breakfast at 

Mitchell's on 

Main  

9 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

10 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

6:30 PM 

Deacon Board 

Meeting  

11 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

12 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

13 14 15 

16 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

17 

 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

18 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

19 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

20 

7:00 PM 

Executive 

Board 

Meeting  

21 22 

23 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

24 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

25 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

26 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

27 28 29 

30 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM 306th Annual 

Meeting  

31 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

1 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

2 

6:30 PM 

Prayer Time  

3 4 5 

 

AA Morning Meeting: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday at 7:00 a.m.  

Noon AA Group: Monday – Friday  

Overeaters Anonymous: Monday night at 6:30 p.m.  

Devotions: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 9:30 a.m.  


