
 
Dear Members and Friends,                                                         March 2022 
 

     On January 5th, 2022, First Congregational Church celebrated its 306th year of existence, serving the 

community of Cromwell which was previously known as Upper Middletown.  Did you know that our church 

is the 55th oldest congregational church in the USA?  During this time the ministers and members of this church 

have ministered to both its members as well as the community both physically and spiritually.   

     As a church we have defied the odds.  According to church growth experts most main line denominational 

churches have been in a steady decline, losing members and many have had to close their doors due to lack of 

attendance and finances.  I can’t help but wonder, how has our church has been able to survive and grow. 

     Archbishop William Temple once exclaimed that the church is the only society in the world that exists for 

the sake of those who are not members of it.  In the same vein, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, writing from a Nazi prison 

in 1944 stated: 
 

The Church is the church only when it exists for others… the church must share in the secular     

problems of ordinary human life, not dominating, but helping and serving.  It must tell people 

of every calling what it means to live in Christ, to exist for others.” 

(Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The letter & papers from Prison, 1971 p.382) 
 

     What makes the church strong and healthy is that it is not an exclusive organization unto itself, but that it 

has an open-door policy with the words of Jesus etched above its front doors, “Whosoever will may come.” 

     When Walt Disney created Disney World, at the opening ceremony he proclaimed, “We didn’t build this 

for ourselves, we built it for others”, he made a statement that should be the motto of all churches, all are 

welcome. We may say that all are welcome, but do we really mean it?   

     Think about what it must be like for a stranger to enter someone else’s house.  What was it like for you 

when you first went to this church or any other church?  How were you greeted?  Did you feel welcome?  Did 

you sense that others were glad that you had come?  Did others even acknowledge that you were there or were 

you ignored?  Were you invited to come back?  What impressed you about the church?   

     In thinking about what it was like for you to be a welcomed guest, how are you doing in making our visitors 

and guests welcomed?  You’ve heard it said that first impressions are lasting impressions.  That applies in 

church as well.  I know for a fact that it is much easier to sit with others that you know than it is to meet 

someone new.  Just remember that all of us were new one time.  How often I’ve heard it said by people who 

have returned to our church that what impressed them most was that someone remembered their name, reached 

out to them, and made them feel welcomed and wanted.  Two of life’s greatest needs are to be loved and 

wanted.   

     For the most part, I think that we as a church do well with this. Most people who do come and join with us 

on a Sunday have stated upon leaving that they felt welcomed and a warm sense of family. That’s good and 

we need to keep it up. However, people are not just walking into the church on their own. Usually someone 

has invited them to come with them. So, our bigger challenge is being bold enough to reach out and invite 

someone.  

     But even more that, not only are people not going to church they don’t really see a need for church, they 

are quite content with the way things are and many have been turned off by formal religion. Our challenge is 

very different. How do we make church a place that people want to go? Two questions to ask:  

 First, do we have our act together and are we practicing what it is that we believe? 

 Second, how willing are we to do something new, outside the “normal” to reach out to others? 

     This younger generation is more interested in doing something than just going somewhere. What are we 

doing that is reaching out and meeting the needs of those in our community in a spirit of love and caring? 

     In other words, what they are saying is, “don’t tell me what you believe, show me what you believe by what 

you do for others.” Then maybe I’ll consider talking to you and hear what you have to say about what it is that 

you believe. We have our work cut out for us, but it is not impossible, for ‘nothing is impossible with God.’  

                                                                                                                                           

Pastor Doug  

    



 

 

 
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 

March 2nd  

6:30 p.m. 
 

Ash Wednesday begins the season of “LENT” which is the 40 days preceding Easter, 

not counting Sundays.  The word Lent is from the Anglo-Saxon Lencten meaning ‘spring.’  It 

is the period of fasting and penitence observed in the church from very early times.  By using 

these days to search our hearts and spend extra time in mediation and prayer, the faithful 

Christian is better prepared to enter into the sufferings of Christ which is particularly recalled 

during Holy Week.   
   

For many, Lent is used as a time of giving up, a self-denial of some pleasure for the 

purpose of drawing closer to God.  Think for a moment about the number forty.  In Genesis we 

are told that it rained for forty days and nights, God’s way of cleansing the earth.  Jesus after 

he was baptized spent 40 days in the wilderness, dealing with temptation and ultimately 

drawing closer to God.  Prayerfully consider what you might want to deny yourself of, so that 

you can give some extra time and effort to draw closer to God and prepare yourself not only 

for Holy Week, but for a deeper, closer, more intimate relationship with God and one another.  
 

In the time that we are together, we read the scriptures that remind us of who we are and 

who God is, recite some prayers, receive ashes, celebrate Holy Communion, and hear a 

message that encourages us to set aside some time in the days ahead to pray and seek God. 
 

  Come join with us for a time of preparation and self-reflection. 
 

 

 

LENTEN SERIES 
 

On the five Wednesdays following Ash Wednesday we will be hosting a series of talks titled, 

“Palliative Care, Hospice, and End-of-Life” by Middlesex Hospice. The talks will be from 

6:30-7:45 p.m. and will include a time of questions and answers. The dates are March 9 (3/9 

was cancelled due to weather), 16, 23, 30, and April 6. There is no charge, and we are opening it up 

to the community. We will meet in the Sanctuary where there will be space to spread out.  
 

For those who are hesitant about attending in person, we will be recording it on our YouTube 

account, and you can watch it live as well as view it at a later date.  
 

See attached pages with more information. Flyers are available to hand out to someone who 

you think might be interested or benefit from such a presentation.   

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

Ladies Daytime 

Fellowship Luncheon 
 

Ladies Daytime Fellowship Luncheon will meet 

on Wednesday, March 2nd at noon. All are 

welcome, bring your own lunch and drink. 

Wearing masks and physical distancing is 

optional.  

 

 
FLOWER SCHEDULE 

 

3/06 –  Pat and Ken Whitney 

3/13 –  Josef and Roswitha Herz 

3/20 – The Baecker Family 

3/27 – Ginny and Cliff Pierson 

 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 

2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 

3. The Church E-mail address is  

    fcchurch01@snet.net 

4. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday. 

5. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 

6. The office hours are:  

 Mon.-Thurs. 9-2 PM 

 The secretary is off on Friday.  

7. The church address:  

 P.O. Box 156, Cromwell, CT 06416 

  8. Facebook, find us listed at First      

    Congregational Church Cromwell  

 

Watch the church Facebook page to listen to 

Pastor Doug give a brief devotional on 

Tuesday and Thursday at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

 ON MARCH 12th AT 8:00 A.M. 

AT MITCHELL’S ON MAIN 

 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, 

March 17, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports from 

the different boards, review the church budget, 

and discuss any new business of the church. The 

Board members are either the Chairman or 

alternate of each board, Church Treasurer, Church 

Clerk and two Members at Large. The Members 

at Large are to represent the church as a whole and 

are available to you, the congregation, to talk with 

about any concerns that you feel need to be 

addressed within the church, to express your 

opinion about any issues, or to share with them 

how you feel things are within the church, both the 

positive and negative.  

 

Financials 
As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in 

January, we will keep everyone up to date 

monthly as to how the church finances are doing.  

Period Ending:  January 31, 2022  

Income:         $16,799.89 

Expense:        $17,281.13 

Income (Under) Expenses:         ($481.24)  

 

 
 

Offering envelopes are still available for 2022.  If 

you would like to get envelopes, please call the 

church office (860) 635-4806.  Thank you!  
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Deacons’ Corner 

 
Message 
 

March 2nd is Ash Wednesday which marks the beginning of our Lenten Season. Lent, a Christian annual 

period, starts on Ash Wednesday and lasts for 40 days, not counting Sundays, representing the 40 days 

Jesus spent fasting in the wilderness, while being tempted by Satan. Traditionally, Christians either give 

up something for the Lenten Season or add something to draw them into a closer relationship with God. 

This is done so that we understand the value of sacrificing humbly and quietly; just as Christ did for us. 

The number 40 is significant in the bible. “40 means a time of testing or consecration. 40 is the number of 

years the children of Israel wandered the desert before entering the Promised Land. That’s why Jesus 

spent 40 days in the desert preparing Himself for His public ministry and crucifixion. By denying Himself 

food, He tested His ability to rely on God to feed Him spiritually. The experience gave Him strength to 

carry out His Father’s will” (Abundant Mercy a Creative Communications publication). 

Like Jesus’ 40 days, Lent is our opportunity to invite God to feed us spiritually. This reinforces the fact 

that we can rely on God to help us through tough times. With a focus on our own mortality and sinfulness, 

we can enter the Season of Lent solemnly with self-reflection. However, also looking forward in greater 

anticipation and joy of the message of Easter and Christ’s ultimate sacrifice and victory over sin and 

death. 

 

Deacons’ Business 
 

On February 7, 2022, Deacons met and began the new year by electing a chair and secretary. RoseMary 

G. Frederick will be chair of Deacon Board and Eileen DiBattista will be secretary for the 2022 year. The 

board of Deacons recognized retiring members John Tomasulo and Elaine Jones for their commitment of 

service to the board and the mentoring of new members. Both John and Eileen offered to do the Call to 

Worship on an as needs basis. We welcome our new board members, Pam Jones and Marshall Dunbar. 

 

COVID guidelines were revisited. It was decided that the wearing of masks would be at the individual’s 

discretion. As long as there is continued improvement the plan is to take away the ropes by Lent. 

A Lent Season booklet will be available in the Narthex beginning February 27th. 

Deacons discussed to proposals involving Community Outreach. The first was in response to a 

request/invitation to provide Protestant Services to South Farms Senior Living. Deacons decided that 

providing that service would be good. The specifics are to be worked out. The second was brought forth to 

the Executive Board that a program series on advanced planning be presented by Middlesex Hospital. 

More information will follow. 

 

Finally, the Deacons Board has decided to continue with their study of the book The Purpose Driven 

Church. 

 

   



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    “MILITARY WHIST” 

                                        (Card Party) 

                            First Congregational Church  

                   355 Main St. (Rte. 99) Cromwell, CT 

                              Thursday, May 5, 2022  

                   Doors open @ 5:30 p.m. - $7/person  

                                 Free refreshments 

                   1st hand starts promptly @ 6:30 p.m.  

                     (Game instruction by Kevin Welch) 
               NO EXPERIENCE OR RESERVATION REQUIRED 

(EASY TO LEARN) 

       All welcome – have fun with family, friends, and neighbors  

                         Raffle prizes  Door Prizes 
                             Church Office: (860) 635-4806  

                                                Parking                                                       

                                                       
                                                      Main Street  
        Come play, easy to learn! Bring a friend or a team of 4! Make new friends!  



 

 
EASTER FLOWER ORDER FORM 

 
Name:___________________________________Phone#:________________ 
             Type                 Quantity              $/Plant                Cost 

Easter Lily    __           $10.00    _____ 

Red Tulip    __   $9.00    _____ 

Yellow Tulip    __   $9.00    _____ 

Lavender Tulip   __   $9.00    _____ 

Pink Tulip    __   $9.00    _____ 

Orange Tulip    __   $9.00    _____ 

White Tulip    __   $9.00    _____ 

Pink Hyacinth   __   $9.00    _____ 

Blue Hyacinth   __   $9.00    _____ 

White Hyacinth   __   $9.00    _____ 

Daffodil    __   $9.00    _____ 

Blue Hydrangeas   __            $14.00   _____ 

White Hydrangeas   __            $14.00   _____ 

Large Blue Hydrangeas  __           $19.00   _____ 

Large White Hydrangeas  __           $19.00   _____ 

Light Pink Azalea   __             $13.00   _____ 

Dark Pink Azalea   __             $13.00   _____ 

 

   Total Plants ___  Total Cost    _____ 

Message for the bulletin: (Ex. “Given by John Doe in memory of Jane Doe”): 
 

 

Return with payment (checks payable to FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH) by March 28, 2022.    

First Congregational Church, 355 Main St. P.O. Box 156, Cromwell, CT 06416  
Late orders cannot be accepted. 



 
 

Whist Card Party  

May 5, 2022  
 

Games are coordinated by Kevin Welch. Bring your own team or play with new friends. Doors open at 

5:30 p.m.; games begin at 6:30 p.m. (Note time changes)  
 

If you can provide a raffle or door prize leave it in the Fellowship Hall basket marked ‘Military Whist’ by 

Sunday, May 1st. Gift cards are popular items, if donated see Nancy Clayton or Joyce Norman after 

church. Also, see us to sign up for refreshments, help with raffles at end of games, and clean up.  
 

Thank you,  

Joyce Norman and Nancy Clayton  

Giving to our Church 
  

In terms of giving to our Church, we have now added VENMO.  For those of you that use 

VENMO, we can now accept electronic banking transfers sent to @FirstCongregational-Church.  If you 

are an initial donor prompted for an optional edit asking for the last 4 digits of the Church phone number, 

please use 7709.  Our Financial Secretary will be able to credit your account for your gift.  

For those of you who have been able to attend the Sunday morning services, there are offering 

boxes in the back of the Sanctuary for your use.  
 

We can receive gifts in the following ways:  
 

1) Checks sent to the Church. Please mail to:                  

First Congregational Church of Cromwell                         

            Attn: Tammy Steele                    

            P.O. Box 156                 

            Cromwell, CT 06416              
 

2) Electronic Pay through your bank if you do electronic banking.  Instructions should be 

    similar to:                          

A) Add Payee (just like you would add Eversource, etc.)               

B) Enter Payee Name - First Congregational Church of Cromwell                          

C) Add Payee Details                 

Payee Account Number (Optional - could be your envelope number)                         

                        Re-enter Payee Account Number - only if you entered this above                

                        Address Line 1 - P.O. Box 156                

                        City - Cromwell               

                        State - CT                      

                        Payee Zip Code - 06416                         

D) Hit Add Payee and you should now see our Church as one of your Payees                   

E) Now you can pay our Church just like one of your other payees and a check should be 

     cut by your bank to the Church in about one week. 
 

3) VENMO application – electronic banking application 

            @FirstCongregational-Church 

            Optional Code for First Time Donors – 7709  

 

 

 



NEWS FROM THE BASEMENT 
 

We have been receiving and sorting your donations, thank you! If you are cleaning out and aren't sure 

what will sell, feel free to ask. We can use more puzzles & games, children's books & toys, and kitchen 

utensils, to give you some ideas where to start. 

We don't have room to store furniture, and can you imagine a sofa in the conga line??? 

Electronics don't sell, so we aren't accepting those, no VHS tapes or clothing. We do take DVD's and CD's 

at this time.  We are not taking clothing for these sales. 

 

On the vintage side of the basement, we are full steam ahead with the Finds, Curiosities & Collectables 

Sale to be held on August 6th. If you know of any advertising venues, published or virtual, please contact 

our publicity chair, Lisa Paradis. Some antique sites list their events months in advance, it's not too early 

to get our date out to the public. 

 

Karen and Jean 
 

 

 
 

Pivot Ministries have notified us that the date for their visit with us has been changed to October 9th. 

 

A Thank you letter was received from the Cromwell Human Services for our participation in the 

Christmas Tree gift and the food bags collection. 

 

Wheels for the World will be contacting radio stations and newspapers for outreach during March, which 

is National Wheelchair Month.  Collection quantities are increasing as we expand the collection area to 

include Long Island and parts of New Jersey. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Your Missions Board, Robert Foberg, Lorrie Huffaker, Cindy Dunbar 

 

The Mission Board is starting a project. Can you help? 
 

We have 100 bags (thank you, Dennis) to fill with hygiene and toiletry products. These will be given to 

folks at St. Vincent DePaul at the next dinner served by our Church. 

 

Empty bags will be handed out March 6th at the morning Service and collected April 3rd.  The bags are 

small – so items should be small to medium sizes. Suggested items include: toothpaste, toothbrush, 

shampoo, conditioner, soap, lotion, deodorant, shaving cream, disposable razors, white cotton socks, 

tissue packs, dental floss. 

 

Thanks. 

Rob Foberg, Lorrie Huffaker & Cindy Dunbar 

Missions Board 

 
 



March 2022 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

28 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

1 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

2  

 
12:00 PM 

Ladies Daytime 

Fellowship 

Luncheon 

6:30 PM Ash 

Wednesday 

Service  

3 4 5 

6 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

7 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

6:30 PM 

Deacon Board 

Meeting  

8 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

9 

6:30 PM Lenten 

Series 

10 11 12 

8:00 AM 

Men's 

Breakfast at 

Mitchell's on 

Main  

13  

 
9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

14 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

5:30 PM 

Finance and 

Property 

Board  

15 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

16 

6:30 PM Lenten 

Series  

17 

 
 

7:00 PM 

Executive 

Board 

Meeting  

18 19 

20 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

21 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

22 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

23 

6:30 PM Lenten 

Series  

24 25 26 

27 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

28 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

29 

3:00 PM 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

6:00 PM 

Cromwell 

Arts Alliance  

30 

6:30 PM Lenten 

Series  

31 1 2 

AA Morning Meeting: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday at 7:00 a.m.  

Noon AA Group: Monday – Friday 

Overeaters Anonymous: Monday night at 6:30 p.m.  

Devotions: Tuesday and Thursday at 9:30 a.m.  

 


