
Dear Members and Friends,                               April 2022 

 

Spring has sprung and everyone has gotten Spring fever. It comes in many ways, shapes, and forms. For some, 

it’s getting outside to take daily walks in the brisk air enjoying the birds that are singing. Others, it’s the rake 

that scrapes along the ground picking up winter debris and making plans for the plantings that will soon go in. 

For some, it’s putting away the winter clothing and getting out the spring and summer clothes for warmer days 

ahead. For others, it’s dusting off the golf clubs and going to the driving range to work out the old kinks and 

get ready for another season of golf. I haven’t been to the driving range yet, but I understand that it is crowded 

especially with the warmer days coming. 

 

However, you choose to bring in Spring, it comes each and every year, like clockwork. Nothing you do can 

make it happen sooner or delay its coming. Ready or not, here it comes. The beauty of Spring is that it brings 

with it a renewal of life: winter is behind us though it may try to raise its ugly head with a last-minute snowstorm, 

but it will be temporary and pass. New life is all around us, from trees budding, to daffodils and tulips pushing 

up reaching for the sky to blossom. Wildlife begins its annual preparations for either laying eggs or giving birth 

to a new generation. It is the cycle of life just the way that God created it to be. 

 

As for us as Christians, we begin our annual time of preparation to remember the death of Christ and to celebrate 

His resurrection. For us as well it is a time of renewing our faith and recommitting ourselves to a closer more 

intimate walk with God through Jesus. Think about the number of Christian terms we use that have the prefix, 

“re?” When using the prefix “re” it is used with the meaning ‘again’ or ‘again and again’ to indicate repetition, 

or with the meaning ‘’back’ or ‘backward’ to indicate withdrawal or backward motion. 

 

It's about going back to how things were originally meant to be or moving forward to how things should be. 

Either way, the prefix ‘re’ plays an important role in the Christian walk. 

 

Take a moment to look with me at some of the words. 

Reborn or born again: signifying a need to return to how it was meant to be or a need for a new life leaving the 

old behind. 

Refocus: the need to stay the course having an ultimate goal in mind. 

Renewal: to move from repetitious activities to having a new vision for how to do it. 

Refresh/Revive: to get excited and energetic about what one is doing. 

 

Easter, the resurrection of Christ from the dead to become a living Savior who gives newness of life to all who 

ask is upon us. So, we can make a choice. We could let it pass us by letting it be just another reason for gathering 

with family and maybe even go to church OR we could ask God to stir within us and give us a willing heart and 

mind to experience the fulness of Easter by being renewed, refreshed, and revived in our faith and begin anew 

a closer walk with God and the family of God. 

 

So, ask yourself, what will it be? The same old same old OR will it be a time of spiritual rejuvenation and 

rejoicing in God our Savior. Only you can answer that.     

Pastor Doug 

 

  



 

PALM SUNDAY SERVICE 
APRIL 10th, 9:30 a.m. 

Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday when Jesus rode into Jerusalem with the crowd waving palm branches 

and laying them on the road, shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He who comes in the name 

of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!”  What is so hard to comprehend is that it is the very same crowd that a 

few days later are raising their fist in the air yelling, “Crucify Him, Crucify Him” 
 

 

MAUNDAY THURSDAY SERVICE 
April 14th, 7:00 p.m. 

We will gather together to remember the last Supper that Jesus was with his disciples. It was here that He 

instituted the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper and instructed us as believers to partakers of when we are 

together. During the supper, we will also look at each of the elements of a traditional Seder Dinner, what they 

were symbolic of and how the Lord’s Supper was a fulfillment of the Seder Dinner honoring our history and 

ties with Judaism while seeing all the Old Testament being culminated in the New Testament through the 

birth, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 

 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 

April 15th, 7:00 p.m. 
Through song, reading of the scriptures and writings regarding the mega story of God’s ever unfolding plan 

we will journey from the beginning in the Book of Genesis to the cross where Christ was crucified, to gain a 

deeper understanding of what Jesus Christ did and accomplished. Come join us as we hear the whole story of 

the scriptures pulled together through Christ’s crowning as King of the Jews while hanging on the cross and 

begin to realize that for us as believers, this is the beginning of the end.  
 

 

Easter Sunrise Service 
April 17th, 6:00 a.m. 

The Cromwell Christian Clergy Council invites everyone to come and join us on Easter Sunday morning to 

begin the day with exuberant celebration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. Our guest speaker 

will be Rev. Richard Cudmore, one of the chaplains at Covenant Living. Special music will be provided by 

Bethany Lutheran Church.  We will meet at the Riverfront down by the boat launch on the CT river.  
 

 

Easter Morning Service 
April 17th, 9:30 a.m. 

Come join with us as we end Holy Week with a joyous celebration of the resurrections of Jesus Christ. 

Despite the fact that the event took place over 2000 years ago, on Easter Sunday the excitement of His 

resurrections is as if it just took place. Through music, scripture reading, and a message by Pastor Doug, we 

will look at why this event alone impacted the course of history and changed the lives of mankind forever. 

Come and join with us. 

 



 

MISSIONS 
  

The mission’s board has received a letter from 

Sjann Waller. It's posted on the Missions 

bulletin board for everyone to read. 

 

Work on filling the blessings bags for people at St 

Vincent de Paul in Middletown is proceeding 

exceptionally well. The high number of items 

coming in will enable us to fill more bags than 

were planned. The bags will be collected at church 

through April 3, 2022. 

 

The donations for Ukraine total $1,000.00 

presently, and will be sent through World Vision to 

the embattled nation.  

 

Ken Metz is currently in California with family. 

He hopes to go back to Peru later in the Spring. 

Covid and crime down there make life chaotic, he 

reports. He asks for prayers for the rest of his team 

in Peru as they have health issues. 

 

Wheels for the World now has a 2010 Honda Van 

that's replacing Sanford, the 1995 pickup truck. 

God moved the heart of one of the chair Corp 

volunteers to give us the Van for the cost of repairs 

to it. We were able to sell Sanford for $500 and the 

Van's repairs were $1000. Please pray that we get 

at least the same service from the van as we got 

from Sanford. 

 

God's blessings be yours, 

Your Missions Board 

 

Rob Foberg, Lorrie Huffaker,  

Cindy Dunbar  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Glory be to the Father 

And to the Son and to the Holy Ghost 

As it was in the beginning 

Is now and ever shall be 

World without end 

Amen. Amen. 

 

I’ve sung this many times. Thousands. Probably 

3,640 times.  Actually, I probably didn’t start 

singing it until I was 6 or 7 so maybe only 3,276.  

But you get the idea.  

 

I was looking up at our new Monitors in the 

Sanctuary, reading the words that I used to sing 

without looking at the words. The last line caught 

my attention. World without end. World without 

end. Why is that in there?  

 

After a little Internet prowling, I learned this. 

 

Nobody knows who wrote the Gloria Patri, or 

when, but it is thought to have been sung in the 2nd 

century. It is called a “doxology” which means 

“Words of Glory” in Greek (Not to be confused 

with THE Doxology) 

It is traditionally sung after the Old Testament 

reading. Many Christian denominations use it. It is 

listed in the 1915 Order of Service Bulletins of our 

Church. (It was probably used much much earlier, 

but that’s as far back as I have scanned.) 

Some suggest it refers to Matthew 28:19 

World Without End was an English translation of 

the Greek that meant forever and ever. 

 

So, there you have it. When we sing this ancient 

“doxology” we are Praising God and affirming our 

belief in the eternal nature of The Trinity. 

 

Sources: Psalter Hymnal Handbook, Hymnary.org, 

ebible.com, christianmusicandhymns.com and 

adorate.blogspot.com 

 

Lorrie Huffaker, Historian 

 

 

 



 

Ladies Daytime 

Fellowship Luncheon 
 

Ladies Daytime Fellowship Luncheon will meet on 

Wednesday, April 6th at noon. All are welcome, bring 

your own lunch and drink. Wearing masks and physical 

distancing is optional.  

 

 

 

Cancellations Due to Storms! 

Notice of worship service cancellations can be 

found on the apps for WFSB (Channel 3) and 

NBC Connecticut (Channel 30) as well as the 

following radio stations: 

 

AM: 1410     FM: 92.5, 95.7 105.9 

  

Hopefully, we will have a mild winter and no 

cancellations.  

God Bless,  

The Church Office 

 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

 ON APRIL 9th AT 8:00 A.M. 

AT MITCHELL’S ON MAIN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FLOWER SCHEDULE 
 

4/03 – The Foberg Family 

4/10 – Vickey Warner and Lisa Paradis 

4/17 – Easter Sunday Flowers 

4/24 – Ginny Pierson and Sue Van Veldhuisen 

 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 
2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 
3. The Church E-mail address is  
    fcchurch01@snet.net 
4. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday. 
5. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 
6. The office hours are:  
 Mon.-Thurs. 9-2 PM 
 The secretary is off on Friday.  
7. The church address:  
 P.O. Box 156, Cromwell, CT 06416 
  8. Facebook, find us listed at First      
    Congregational Church Cromwell  

 

Remember to watch the church Facebook page to 

listen to Pastor Doug gives a brief devotional on 

Tuesday and Thursday at approximately 9:30 a.m. 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, April 21, 

2022, at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports from the different 

boards, review the church budget, and discuss any new 

business of the church. The Board members are either 

the Chairman or alternate of each board, Church 

Treasurer, Church Clerk and two Members at Large. The 

Members at Large are to represent the church as a whole 

and are available to you, the congregation, to talk with 

about any concerns that you feel need to be addressed 

within the church, to express your opinion about any 

issues, or to share with them how you feel things are 

within the church, both the positive and negative.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Financials 

As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in January, we 

will keep everyone up to date monthly as to how the 

church finances are doing.  

Period Ending:  February 28, 2022  

Income:         $33,457.89 

Expense:        $33,528.79 

Income (Under) Expenses:           ($70.90)  

 

 

Offering envelopes are still available for 2022.  If you 

would like to get envelopes, please call the church 

office (860) 635-4806.  Thank you!  

 

 

 

 

  



         “MILITARY WHIST” 

                                        (Card Party) 

                            First Congregational Church  

                   355 Main St. (Rte. 99) Cromwell, CT 

                              Thursday, May 5, 2022  

                   Doors open @ 5:30 p.m. - $7/person  

                                 Free refreshments 

                   1st hand starts promptly @ 6:30 p.m.  

                     (Game instruction by Kevin Welch) 

               NO EXPERIENCE OR RESERVATION REQUIRED 

(EASY TO LEARN) 

       All welcome – have fun with family, friends, and neighbors  

                         Raffle prizes  Door Prizes 

Church Office: (860) 635-4806 

                                                Parking                                                       

                                                       
                                                      Main Street  

        Come play, easy to learn! Bring a friend or a team of 4! Make new friends! 

 

 

 



Whist Card Party  

May 5, 2022  
 

Games are coordinated by Kevin Welch. Bring your own team or play with new friends. Doors open at 5:30 p.m.; 

games begin promptly at 6:30 p.m. (Note time changes). 

 
 

If you can provide a raffle or door prize leave it in the Fellowship Hall basket marked ‘Military Whist’ by Sunday, 

May 1st  (Gift cards are popular items).   Please see us to sign up for refreshments, help with raffles at end of games, 

and clean up.  

 
 

Thank you,  

Joyce Norman and Nancy Clayton  

 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE BASEMENT 

 
We continue to receive and sort your donations, thank you. Thanks to Elaine Jones for all the meticulous 

sorting of craft supplies, we will have quite a collection to sell next fall. 

 

Finds, Curiosities & Collectibles August 6 

 

Our first year for a “vintage only” sale is exciting and also will require more efforts to let the public know 

about this amazing sale. 

 

We have received some tips and guidelines for advertising on the internet from a web designer. The 

internet is a great tool to reach people around the state and has proven results for bringing crowds to 

events. We already have a print advertising manager, getting out the word to all the local press, thanks 

Lisa! We could use someone who understands YouTube and Facebook Ads and would be willing to be the 

coordinator for those advertising tools. We have lots of photos and info and can share the tips we received. 

Please prayerfully consider lending your talents to help make this a successful fund raiser! Contact Karen 

Gumkowski or Jean Dunning for more details. 

 

Happy Easter! 

Karen and Jean 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Giving to our Church 
  

In terms of giving to our Church, we have now added VENMO.  For those of you that use VENMO, we can 

now accept electronic banking transfers sent to @FirstCongregational-Church.  If you are an initial donor prompted 

for an optional edit asking for the last 4 digits of the Church phone number, please use 7709.  Our Financial 

Secretary will be able to credit your account for your gift.  

For those of you who have been able to attend the Sunday morning services, there are offering boxes in the 

back of the Sanctuary for your use.  
 

We can receive gifts in the following ways:  
 

1) Checks sent to the Church. Please mail to:                  

First Congregational Church of Cromwell                         

            Attn: Tammy Steele                    

            P.O. Box 156                 

            Cromwell, CT 06416              
 

2) Electronic Pay through your bank if you do electronic banking.  Instructions should be 

    similar to:                          

A) Add Payee (just like you would add Eversource, etc.)               

B) Enter Payee Name - First Congregational Church of Cromwell                          

C) Add Payee Details                 

Payee Account Number (Optional - could be your envelope number)                         

                        Re-enter Payee Account Number - only if you entered this above                

                        Address Line 1 - P.O. Box 156                

                        City - Cromwell               

                        State - CT                      

                        Payee Zip Code - 06416                         

D) Hit Add Payee and you should now see our Church as one of your Payees                   

E) Now you can pay our Church just like one of your other payees and a check should be 

     cut by your bank to the Church in about one week. 
 

3) VENMO application – electronic banking application 

            @FirstCongregational-Church 

            Optional Code for First Time Donors – 7709  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



April 2022 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 

9:30 AM Worship Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

28 

10:00 AM Bible 

Study  

29 

3:00 PM Zoom 

Bible Study  

6:00 PM 

Cromwell Arts 

Alliance  

7:00 PM Fireside 

Room Reserved  

30 

6:30 PM Lent - 

Palliative Care  

31 1 2 

3 

9:30 AM Worship Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

4 

10:00 AM Bible 

Study  

6:30 PM Deacon 

Board Meeting  

5 

3:00 PM Zoom 

Bible Study  

7:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall 

Reserved  

6 

12:00 PM Ladies 

Daytime 

Fellowship 

Luncheon  

6:30 PM Lent - 

Palliative Care  

7 8 9 

8:00 AM Men's 

Breakfast at 

Mitchell's on 

Main  

10 

  

9:30 AM Worship Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

11:00 AM All Boards 

Meeting with Pizza  

11 

10:00 AM Bible 

Study  

12 

3:00 PM Zoom 

Bible Study  

13 

6:30 PM Prayer 

Time  

14 

7:00 PM Maundy 

Thursday Service  

15  

7:00 PM Good 

Friday Service  

16 

17  

 

6:00 AM Easter Sunrise 

Service  

9:30 AM Easter Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

18 

10:00 AM Bible 

Study  

5:30 PM Finance 

and Property 

Board  

19 

3:00 PM Zoom 

Bible Study  

20 

6:30 PM Prayer 

Time  

21 

7:00 PM 

Executive Board 

Meeting  

22 23 

24 

9:30 AM Worship Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

1:00 PM Anna Doering 

Concert and Reception in 

Sanctuary and Fireside Room  

25 

10:00 AM Bible 

Study  

26 

3:00 PM Zoom 

Bible Study  

27 

6:30 PM Prayer 

Time  

28 29 30 

AA Morning Meeting: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday at 7:00 a.m.  

Noon AA Group: Monday – Friday  

Overeaters Anonymous: Monday night at 6:30 p.m.  

Devotions: Tuesday and Thursday at 9:30 a.m.  


