
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

MAY 5, 2022 
 

IF MY PEOPLE WHO ARE CALLED BY MY NAME WILL HUMBLE THEMSELVES AND 

PRAY AND SEEK MY FACE AND TURN FROM THEIR WICKED WAYS, THEN I WILL 

HEAR FROM HEAVEN AND WILL FORGIVE THEIR SIN AND HEAL THEIR LAND. 

II Chronicles 7:14 
 

Dear Members and Friends,                                               May 2022 
 

Have you ever been in the possession of something that you know you have it, that if you used it as it was meant 

to be used that it would make things a lot simpler? Years ago, I bought my wife one of those gadgets that you 

can use to slice up potatoes, vegetables, etc. in all kinds of cuts and thickness. The problem is that it is stored in 

our basement, so when it’s time to cut and slice things, I completely forget that we have this tool that would 

make my job so much simpler, and I end up doing it by hand and it takes me 2-3 times longer. 
 

For us as Christians, all too often we do the same thing. A situation arises and immediately we begin to think 

of how we can either deal with or solve it. We try everything that comes to mind and then eventually out of 

desperation, we send up a prayer.  
 

Prayer – Hmmm. Maybe, just maybe we need to reverse how we have normally gone about doing things and 

try prayer first. I think we need to rethink about our definition of what prayer is. Very often we pray as a last 

resort, or we are asking for something that will benefit us, or we are in a situation where we need some kind of 

direction. 
 

Don’t get me wrong, anytime we pray I think God is just glad to hear from us. But there is a real need for us as 

believers to be a people of prayer. Remember, prayer is entering into the presence of God and having a 

conversation with Him. Yes, I know that He knows all things, but our going to Him and praying is for our 

benefit. It helps us to clarify and focus on what is most important. 
 

If there was ever a need for prayer, it is today. Prayer for our nation as we have stopped respecting other people 

of different faiths, race, identity and have said it’s our way or the highway. We need God’s grace to help us 

love everyone even when we don’t agree with them. It’s called showing respect for each other.  
 

Prayer for our families that have become fractured. You’ve heard the saying, “As the family goes, so goes the 

nation.” The church has lost its influence on the culture, and many have replaced the Word of God with the 

word of man wanting to be politically correct. God’s Word is pretty specific about what is right and wrong, and 

it needs to be proclaimed. C. S. Lewis wrote in the Chronicles of Narnia, “That which is good we now call evil, 

and that which is evil, we now call good.”  
 

National Day of Prayer is on Thursday, May 5th and Christians across our nation are setting up times throughout 

the day to gather specifically to pray. The National Day of Prayer committee has asked us to pray for 7 specific 

areas. They are Family, Church, Workplace/Community, Education, Government, Military, and the Arts/Media/ 

Entertainment. Our Sanctuary doors will be open from 9:00 – 5:00 p.m. Anyone can come and spend some time 

in prayer for as long as one wants. There will be no formal service, but a bulletin will be available for anyone 

who would like one to use as a guide for their prayers. Prayers can be said silently or out loud as you are 

comfortable.  
 

Come, bring a friend, and spend some time in prayer knowing that there will be thousands of believers across 

the nation who will be doing the same thing. Remember, there is power in prayer! 

                   Pastor Doug 

 

 



HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 

 
 

To all the moms of our church family I want to wish you a very Blessed and Happy Mother’s Day. 

I came across the following poem that I want to dedicate to all the mothers. 

 
 

Words are Never Enough 
 

Sometimes I know the words to say to give thanks for all you've done, 

but then they fly up and away as quickly as they come. 
 

How could I possibly thank you enough, the one who makes me whole, 

the one to whom I owe my life, the forming of my soul? 
 

The one who tucked me in at night, the one who stopped my crying, 

the one who was the expert at picking up when I was lying. 
 

The one who saw me off to school and spent sad days alone, 

yet magically produced a smile as soon as I came home. 
 

The one who makes such sacrifices to always put me first, 

who lets me test my broken wings, in spite of how it hurts. 
 

Who paints the world a rainbow when it's filled with broken dreams, 

who explains it all so clearly when nothing is what it seems. 
 

Are there really any words for this? I find this question tough. 

Anything I want to say just doesn't seem enough. 
 

What way is there to thank you for your heart, your sweat, your tears, 

for ten thousand things you've done for oh so many years. 
 

For changing with me as I changed, accepting all my flaws, 

not loving 'cause you had to, but loving just because. 
 

For never giving up on me when your wits had reached its end, 

for always being proud of me, for being my best friend. 
 

And so I come to realize, the only way to say, 

the only thank you that's enough is clear in just one way. 
 

Look at me before you see what I've become. 

Do you see yourself in me, the job that you have done? 
 

All your hopes and all your dreams, the strength that no one sees, 

a transfer over many years, your best was passed to me. 
 

Thank you for the gifts you give, for everything you do, 

but thank you, Mommy, most of all for making dreams come true. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

“Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord.” 

Proverbs 19:17 
 

We received a newsletter from Carol Culbertson about her work with Middle and High School kids in a 

program called “Fast Break”. She also has administrative responsibilities for CRU as the “designated Care 

Person” for advising staff about Covid rules & policies. Her newsletter is on the bulletin board in the 

Fellowship Hall. 
 

The final total raised for our Ukraine Fundraiser was $1,000. Thank you for your generosity. 
 

Blessings Bags are packed and ready for May 15 distribution at the St. Vincent DePaul dinner. Thank you to 

Joanne St. Armand and Pam Jones for helping the board sort and pack more than 110 bags, to Dennis 

McMullin for the bags and Re/Max Realty who donated 28 full bags. A picture is on the Church Facebook 

page.  
 

WFTW had a truck packing event on April 23rd. We packed 343 wheelchairs plus walkers, rollators, crutches, 

canes, seat cushions, wheels and footrests. Joanne St. Armand has agreed to assume the position of ‘Cromwell 

Transfer Station Wheelchair Bin Checker’. 
 

Thank you to the Church Family for supporting our Missionaries and these projects.   

 

Our next meeting is May 3rd 
 

In His Service, Your Missions Board: Cindy Dunbar, Rob Foberg, and Lorrie Huffaker 

 

 

THE FRANK AND FLORENCE PIERSON SCHOLARHIP FUND 

The Frank and Florence Pierson Scholarship Fund was created by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Daley in loving 

memory of Mrs. Daley’s parents.  The fund awards an annual scholarship to be announced the second Sunday 

of June to a deserving student selected by the Scholarship Committee of the First Congregational Church of 

Cromwell, CT. 

 

The Scholarship Committee consists of one member each from the Property/Finance Board, Christian 

Education Board, one Deacon Board, and a family member from the Howard/Daley family.  The pastor will 

be an ex-officio (non-voting) member of the committee.  In the case of a tie vote, the Daley family will make 

the final decision.  The decision of the Scholarship Committee is final. 

 

The scholarship will be awarded to a student who demonstrates an overall commitment in the following areas: 

academics, arts, athletics, church activities, community involvement, leadership, etc.  In the event that the 

committee does not find a suitable applicant, the scholarship will not be awarded that year, but added to the 

principal.  The amount of the award will be the interest accumulated during the previous year, less 15%, 

which will be added back to the principal. 

 

Guidelines and instructions for applying for the Frank and Florence Pierson Scholarship Fund are as follows: 

1. Either the applicant or applicant’s parents must be members of the First Congregational Church. 

2. Any student pursuing a post High School education may file an application, whether it is college, trade 

school, graduate school or seminary.  An individual may apply more than one year. 

3. Completed applications must be filed on or before May 31st, 2022.   

4. The award will be announced the second Sunday in June from the pulpit. 

 

If you or someone you know is eligible and interested, call the church office for an application.  



         “MILITARY WHIST” 

                                        (Card Party) 

                            First Congregational Church  

                   355 Main St. (Rt. 99) Cromwell, CT 

                              Thursday, May 5, 2022  

                   Doors open @ 5:30 p.m. - $7/person  

                                 Free refreshments 

                   1st hand starts promptly @ 6:30 p.m.  

                     (Game instruction by Kevin Welch) 
               NO EXPERIENCE OR RESERVATION REQUIRED 

(EASY TO LEARN) 

       All welcome – have fun with family, friends, and neighbors  

                         Raffle prizes  Door Prizes 
 

                               Church Office: (860) 635-4806  

 

 

                                                Parking                                                       

                                                       
                                                      Main Street  

 

 
        Come play, easy to learn! Bring a friend or a team of 4! Make new friends! 

 

 
 

  



We Need Your Help! 
 

We need your help. More specifically, Jean Dunning and Karen Gumkowski need your help. As you know we 

are no longer able to sell vintage things online so the two of them have spent countless hours reorganizing 

how it is done and for the most part have done almost all of it by themselves. 
 

They have two needs. 

One, volunteers to come in and help with the sorting and cleaning of tag sale articles that have been donated. 

Two, a person or two are needed to help head up the advertising for the Vintage and Tag Sale events. They 

have all the material that you will need, but it is too much for them to handle with everything else they are 

doing. Everything is typed up and ready to be handed over to the person who will help. 
 

Remember, each of us has God given gifts and talents and if you have been blessed with time that you can 

give to help sort and clean everything or you have been blessed with organizational skills to help with the 

advertising, please call the church office, Jean Dunning or Karen Gumkowsi. 
 

Thank you for prayerfully considering this. 

Pastor Doug 

Giving to our Church 
  

In terms of giving to our Church, we have now added VENMO.  For those of you that use VENMO, 

we can now accept electronic banking transfers sent to @FirstCongregational-Church.  If you are an initial 

donor prompted for an optional edit asking for the last 4 digits of the Church phone number, please use 

7709.  Our Financial Secretary will be able to credit your account for your gift.  

For those of you who have been able to attend the Sunday morning services, there are offering boxes 

in the back of the Sanctuary for your use.  
 

We can receive gifts in the following ways:  
 

1) Checks sent to the Church. Please mail to:                  

First Congregational Church of Cromwell                         

            Attn: Tammy Steele                    

            P.O. Box 156                 

            Cromwell, CT 06416              
 

2) Electronic Pay through your bank if you do electronic banking.  Instructions should be 

    similar to:                          

A) Add Payee (just like you would add Eversource, etc.)               

B) Enter Payee Name - First Congregational Church of Cromwell                          

C) Add Payee Details                 

Payee Account Number (Optional - could be your envelope number)                         

                        Re-enter Payee Account Number - only if you entered this above                

                        Address Line 1 - P.O. Box 156                

                        City - Cromwell               

                        State - CT                      

                        Payee Zip Code - 06416                         

D) Hit Add Payee and you should now see our Church as one of your Payees                   

E) Now you can pay our Church just like one of your other payees and a check should be 

     cut by your bank to the Church in about one week. 
 

3) VENMO application – electronic banking application 

            @FirstCongregational-Church 

            Optional Code for First Time Donors – 7709  
 



MEMORIAL DAY PARADE 
 

Monday, May 30th at 6:00 p.m. 
 

On Sunday, May 29th, we will be remembering and celebrating Memorial Day as a church. Memorial Day is a 

federal holiday in the United States for mourning the U.S. military personnel who have died while serving in 

the United States armed forces.  

 

On Monday, May 30th, the Town of Cromwell and the Carlson-Sjovall Post 105 of the American Legion will 

host the Annual Memorial Day service at 6:00 p.m. on the WWI Memorial Green across from the Fire 

department followed by the parade. 

 

Al Waters, the Parade Marshal wrote, “This annual event gives the entire community an opportunity to pay 

tribute to the servicemen and women who gave their lives in the service of our country.” Come out and take s 

time to remember what this holiday is all about; that is it more than picnics and gathering with family and 

friends, but it also a very sacred day to honor and pay tribute to those who gave their lives that you and I can 

enjoy our freedom. 

 

See you there. Pastor Doug 

 

A Smashing Party 
 

These photographs are labeled 
‘Sunday School Smashing Party 1977’ 

I recognize Rose and Gene-Ann Going in the top picture.  
What are they smashing? 

 

   
 

Several knowledgeable authorities in our Church speculate this is a “pink pig” that is being smashed. 
According to mentalfloss.com: In the 1880s in Saratoga Springs, NY, families placed a peppermint pig in a 
small sack and passed it around the table after dinner on Christmas. After whacking it with a metal hammer, 
each guest shared something good that happened to them in the previous year. The ritual ended with 
everyone taking a shard of candy, symbolizing prosperity and good fortune in the new year. 
 
Lorrie Huffaker 
Historian 

about:blank
about:blank


 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, May 

19, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports from the 

different boards, review the church budget, and 

discuss any new business of the church. The Board 

members are either the Chairman or alternate of 

each board, Church Treasurer, Church Clerk and 

two Members at Large. The Members at Large are 

to represent the church as a whole and are available 

to you, the congregation, to talk with about any 

concerns that you feel need to be addressed within 

the church, to express your opinion about any 

issues, or to share with them how you feel things are 

within the church, both the positive and negative.  

 

 

Financials 
As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in January, 

we will keep everyone up to date monthly as to how 

the church finances are doing.  

Period Ending:  March 31, 2022  

Income:         $47,454.89 

Expense:        $49,865.58 

Income (Under) Expenses:      ($2,410.69)  

 

 
Offering envelopes are still available for 2022.  If 

you would like to get envelopes, please call the 

church office (860) 635-4806.  Thank you!  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

 ON MAY 14TH AT 8:00 A.M. 

AT MITCHELL’S ON MAIN 

FLOWER SCHEDULE 

 
5/01 – Marshall and Cindy Dunbar 

5/08 – Marshall and Cindy Dunbar 

5/15 – Pat and Ken Whitney  

5/22 – Marcia and Dennis McMullen  

5/29 – Ladies Daytime Fellowship  

 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 
2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 
3. The Church E-mail address is  
    fcchurch01@snet.net 
4. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday. 
5. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 
6. The office hours are:  
 Mon.-Thurs. 9-2 PM 
 The secretary is off on Friday.  
7. The church address:  
 P.O. Box 156, Cromwell, CT 06416 
  8. Facebook, find us listed at First      
    Congregational Church Cromwell  

 

Remember to view the church Facebook page to 

watch Pastor Doug give a brief devotional on 

Tuesday and Thursday at approximately 9:30 

a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ladies Daytime 

Fellowship Luncheon 
 

Ladies Daytime Fellowship Luncheon will meet on 

Wednesday, May 4th at noon. All are welcome, 

bring your own lunch and drink. Wearing masks 

and physical distancing is optional.  

 

 
 

 

 

  

about:blank
about:blank


 
 

 

 

Greetings from the Tag Sale Team 
 
We are very excited about our event, “Finds, 

Curiosities & Collectibles” on 8/6, which is a 

special vintage sale. We will not be selling our 

usual tag sale items, only the vintage, jewelry, 

antiques, etc. 

 This will be an awesome event, but we need your 

help to get the word out. Please visit our Facebook 

page and like our event, click that you're attending 

(it's ok if you can't make it that day, we want it to 

look like lots of people are already going), and 

share this link to your own FB page.  

 

https://fb.me/e/22fgZuVNP 

 

We also have listed on the ctvisit site. 

https://www.ctvisit.com/events/finds-curiosities-

collectibles 

 

https://www.ctvisit.com/listings/town-cromwell 

 

 Please take a look and share these links with 

everyone, sharing links is the new word of mouth 

advertising and is an easy way you can contribute 

to the success of the event. 

 

Thanks for your support of this important fund-

raising event.

 

 

Sunday School and C.E. Board  

The Sunday School and C.E. Board will be doing 

coffee hour on Sunday, May 1st.  If you are in 

Sunday School and would like to help and serve, 

please see RoseMary Frederick on Sunday.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


May 2022 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

2:00 PM Historical 

Society Using Parking 

Lot for May Tea  

2 

10:00 AM 

Bible 

Study  

6:30 PM 

Deacon 

Board 

Meeting  

3 

3:00 PM 

Zoom 

Bible 

Study  

4 

12:00 PM 

Ladies 

Daytime 

Luncheon 

6:30 PM 

Prayer 

Time  

5

 
9:00 AM-5:00 

PM Church 

Open 

6:30 PM 

Military Whist  

6 7 

8 

 
9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

9 

10:00 AM 

Bible 

Study  

10 

3:00 PM 

Zoom 

Bible 

Study  

6:30 PM 

Staff 

Parish 

Board  

11 

6:30 PM 

Prayer 

Time  

12 13 14 

8:00 AM 

Men's 

Breakfast at 

Mitchell's on 

Main  

15 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

4:00 PM St. Vincent 

DePaul Soup Kitchen  

16 

10:00 AM 

Bible 

Study  

11:15 AM 

Finance 

and 

Property 

Board  

17 

3:00 PM 

Zoom 

Bible 

Study  

18 

6:30 PM 

Prayer 

Time  

19 

7:00 PM 

Executive Board 

Meeting  

20 21 

22 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

23 

10:00 AM 

Bible 

Study  

24 

3:00 PM 

Zoom 

Bible 

Study  

25 

6:30 PM 

Prayer 

Time  

26 27 28 

29 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:30 AM Coffee and 

Fellowship  

30 

 
Office 

Closed! No 

Bible 

Study  

31 

3:00 PM 

Zoom 

Bible 

Study  

1 

12:00 PM 

Ladies 

Daytime 

Fellowship 

Luncheon  

6:30 PM 

Prayer 

Time  

2 3 4 

Mondays 6:30 p.m. Overeaters Anonymous  

Monday – Friday Noon AA Meeting  

M, W, Thursday & Friday – 7:00 a.m. AA Meeting 

Tuesday and Thursday 9:30 a.m. – Pastor’s Devotion 


