
Dear Members and friends,                                                        July/August, 2022 

 

In contemplation of what I wanted to share with you in this article, it suddenly dawned on 

me that today, June 21st is the first day of summer and it feels like it, hot and muggy.  Thank God 

for air conditioning.  My heart goes out to those who have to work out in the heat, I think I’m 

being spoiled.  When I think of summer, I think of picnics, beaches, vacations, relaxation, reading 

a good book, children running through sprinklers, ice cream, hamburgers and hot dogs, and the list 

goes on and on. 

 I would imagine by now that most of us have put in place our plans on how we will spend 

our summer.  Vacation times and places have been set, weekend trips are marked on the calendar 

and some down time is being greatly anticipated.  The summer list of projects has been made and 

tacked to the refrigerator door and materials have been ordered.  Picnics with family and friends 

have been organized and I can’t think of another event that I want to or need to schedule. 

 For some reason, I keep thinking that I have forgotten something.  Family is taken care of, 

projects are underway, days at the beach are earmarked, and trips are planned.  What have I 

forgotten?  I can’t imagine what it could be.  Summer is the time to kick back, relax, put your feet 

up and…  O yeah, now I remember, church. 

 Church!  I continue to marvel at how often we forget or consciously decide that now that 

it is summer, church can be put on the back burner until fall, when everything else starts up.   I’ve 

yet to see in the scriptures where it says that God took or takes a vacation or tells his followers to 

take a break from going to church.  The question is “why is it necessary for my children and I to 

go to church?”  Here are some reasons: 

1. God’s word tells us to forsake not the gathering of believers together.  We need to 

communicate, fellowship, and minister at all times. 

2. The devil does not take a break from tempting God’s family and when we are not with the 

“family”, our guard is down, and we are more vulnerable. 

3. More people have stopped going to church after taking the summer months off than at any 

other time.  Getting back in the routine is not easy. 

4. As parents, what kind of example are we setting for our children to follow?  Our Christian 

walk with God is for always, not just for certain periods. 

5. The summer is a wonderful time to get to know some of the other family members when 

schedules are a little less hectic. 

 

Don’t get me wrong, I’m not against a break, some time off with family or just to be alone.  We 

all need that.  Let’s just be careful that we don’t create habits that are hard to break.  Try this: 

 

1. When on vacation, try a different church and experience something new and different.  Bring 

back some new ideas. 

2. Invite over some other church family members for a picnic, ice-tea or a relaxing time of 

fellowship.  Get to know some other folks. 

3. Take some extra time for you to pray, study the scriptures, or read a good Christian biography. 

 

I hope that you and your family have wonderful and relaxing summer.   

                                                                                                     God Bless, Pastor Doug 



Act I:  Hot dogs, snacks, beverages and… 

    our famous desserts!    

 

Act II:  Songs of Modern Praise led by: 

The Not-So-Ready for Broadway Singers 

(and assorted  artists) 
 

 

     



 

FINANCIAL PEACE 

THURSDAY EVENINGS 

SEPTEMBER 15th – November 10th 

6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
 

Dave Ramsey, founder of Financial Peace gives 7 steps to Financial Peace. They are: 

1. Save $1,000 in a beginner emergency fund. ($500 if your income is under $20,000.) 

2. Pay off all debt (except the house) using the debt snowball. 

3. Put 3-6 months of expenses in savings. 

4. Invest 15% of your household income into Roth IRA’s and pre-tax retirement plans. 

5. Save for your children’s college education using tax-favored plans. 

6. Pay off the house early. 

7. Build wealth and give. 

This 9 week video and interactive course designed to help you gain understanding regarding 

financial matters as well as practical everyday things that you can do to move towards financial 

security. 
 

COST: $100.00 PER FAMILY 
 

This includes Dave Ramsey’s book, “Complete Guide to Money”, a workbook for each of the 9 

sessions, and access to Financial Peace University Central’s great online class tools, helpful 

coordinator tutorials, promotional materials, bonus videos and much, much more! 
 

To sign up and/or get more information call First Congregational Church at 860-635-4806 

 

GOD’S WORK – OUR HANDS 

SEPTEMBER 11, 2022 
 

A couple of times over the past few months, Pastor Doug has talked about how the church needs 

to take its service outside of the front door of the church and go into the community. On Sunday, 

September 11th at 9:30 a.m., we will be joining with Bethany Lutheran Church in a special 

service project, “GOD’S WORK – OUR HANDS” at Watrous Park behind the Middle School 

during the time we would regularly meet at church.   There will be a number of projects that we 

will do to improve the park. This will be followed by a short program remembering 9/11/2001. 

We will then have a joint picnic with Bethany Lutheran Church and give thanks for the Lord’s 

goodness. 

 

For those who are unable to attend, a brief pre-recorded service will be posted to Facebook.   

Additional information will be shared when details are worked out. The Executive Board voted 

unanimously to join with Bethany Lutheran for this project. 

 



 

CE BOARD 

The CE Board would like to wish everyone a safe and wonderful summer season! 

**Remember to SAVE THE DATE of September 18, 2022, for our Annual Rally Day 

Celebration! More Details to follow!  

 

Sunday School 

This past Sunday School year was interesting because we provided simultaneously 

in-class and Zoom instruction. Participating students raised and released butterflies 

recognizing one of God’s creations. A coffee Hour was hosted with hand-made and 

decorated cookies. 

It is our hope we can anticipate a greater number of students participating in the 

exciting curriculum in the Fall. Our opening of Sunday School will be on Rally 

Sunday, September 18th with an after-church picnic. This is a week later than usual 

because the church will be participating in a special endeavor on September 11th. 

The Sunday School staff would like to have a special dinner meeting with families 

to discuss the 2022-2023 Sunday School year. We will be contacting parents as to a 

date and time in late August or early September. 

May your summer as a family be blessed with health, happiness, and great 

memories. 

RoseMary Frederick, Sunday School Superintendent 

  



 

 

  
 

HIGH SCHOOL 

Keith DiBattista, Alex Herrera, Maggie Herrera, Matthew Herrera, Samantha Smith 

 

COLLEGE 

Jennifer Arling, Emma Conquest and Kristen Dansereau 

 

 

Mission Board  

July-August 2022 

Our chairperson, Lorrie Huffaker, resigned as of June 15th, 2022.  We extend our thanks 

and pray that she and her husband, Bruce, will be successful in finding a new home in 

Washington State to be nearer their daughters. They will be sorely missed. The Executive board 

unanimously accepted Jody Blanar as a Mission Board member for completing Lorrie’s 

remaining 18 months. 

CRU: A prayer request was received from Carol Culbertson for her husband, Gary. He was taken 

to a hospital ER with what was thought to be possible TIA events. We are grateful to learn that 

was not the issue and are able to report that he is home feeling much better. 

WFTW: Three of the chair corps are moving away. Lorrie and Bruce Huffaker are moving to 

Seattle, Washington, Scott Dyson, from Westbrook is moving to MA and Andrew Kalish of 

Danbury area is moving to North Carolina. We are praying for new volunteers to be recruited.     

If you would like to get an idea at what it is like to be the CT State Coordinator, Joyce Eusebio 

(former state coordinator) did a write up. You can find it posted on the Fellowship Hall Mission 

Board.  

Looking Ahead 

It’s not too early to mark your calendar to remember that Pivot Ministry will be joining us on 

Sunday, October 2nd for our morning service at 9:30 a.m. We will be truly blessed by their 

ministry.  

Your Missions Board 

Jody Blanar, Robert Foberg, and Cindy Dunbar 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

News From the Basement 

 
Our Finds, Curiosities, & Collectibles sale is fast approaching! We hope that you 

can share the full-page ad enclosed in this newsletter in as many places as possible. 

This is also on-line at https://www.ctvisit.com/events/finds-curiosities-collectibles 

and as an event on our Facebook page: https://fb.me/e/1xq3Q5d8B  

We need help to make this event possible! Please save these dates and join us, 

contact Jean or Karen if you would be willing to help. 

July 30th setting up tables in the fireside room and social hall 

July 31st our famous conga line to bring these very fragile items upstairs. Invite 

your friends and family even if they don’t attend the service. 

August 1-5 set-up time 

August 6th sale runs from 9:00am-2:30(we need many eyeballs, if you just want to 

sit and watch we welcome you!) Also need checkers and runners. 

August 7th-? Take down  

Please, Please, Please consider helping make this event a success. 

 

On another note, we are still taking donations for our very successful tag sale to be 

held on October 1st. Look for times and dates for set-up in the September 

newsletter. 

 

Thanks, Jean & Karen 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, August 

18, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports from the 

different boards, review the church budget, and 

discuss any new business of the church. The Board 

members are either the Chairman or alternate of each 

board, Church Treasurer, Church Clerk and two 

Members at Large. The Members at Large are to 

represent the church as a whole and are available to 

you, the congregation, to talk with about any 

concerns that you feel need to be addressed within 

the church, to express your opinion about any issues, 

or to share with them how you feel things are within 

the church, both the positive and negative. Please feel 

free to call them or see them at church and talk with 

them.  

Financials 
As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in January, 

we will keep everyone up to date monthly as to how 

the church finances are doing.  

Period Ending:  May 31, 2022  

Income:         $72,019.89 

Expense:        $84,467.84 

Income (Under) Expenses:           ($12,447.95)  

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST ON JULY 9TH 

AND AUGUST 13TH   

8:00 A.M. AT MITCHELL’S 

 ON MAIN 

 

 

 

Ladies Daytime 

Fellowship Luncheon 

Ladies Daytime Fellowship Luncheon will meet on 

Wednesday, July 6th and August 3rd at noon. All are 

welcome, bring your own lunch and drink. Wearing 

masks and physical distancing is optional.  

 

FLOWER SCHEDULE 

July  

7/03 – Open Flower Date  

7/10 – RoseMary Frederick  

7/17 – John Savvides  

7/24 – Open Flower Date  

7/31 – Tammy and Jim Steele 

 

August 

8/07 – Nancy and Tom Clayton  

8/14 – Renate Varricchio  

8/21 – Betty Williams  

8/28 – Tammy and Jim Steele  

 
 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DID YOU KNOW? 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 
2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 
3. The Church E-mail address is  
    fcchurch01@snet.net 
4. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday. 
5. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 
6. The office hours are:  
 Mon.-Thurs. 9-2 PM 
 The secretary is off on Friday.  
7. The church address:  
 P.O. Box 156, Cromwell, CT 06416 
  8. Facebook, find us listed at First      
    Congregational Church Cromwell  
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July 2022 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

26 

9:30am Worship 

Service  

10:30am Coffee and 

Fellowship  

27 

10:00am Bible 

Study  

28 

3:00pm 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

7:00pm 

Fellowship 

Hall 

Reserved  

29 

6:30pm 

Prayer Time  

30 1 2 

10:00am 

Baptism 

Service  

3 

9:30am Worship 

Service  

10:30am Coffee and 

Fellowship  

4 

 

Office Closed  

5 

 

6 

12:00pm 

Ladies 

Daytime 

Fellowship 

Luncheon  

6:30pm 

Prayer Time  

7 8 9 

8:00am Men's 

Breakfast at 

Mitchell's on 

Main  

10 

9:30am Worship 

Service  

10:30am Coffee and 

Fellowship  

11 

10:00am Bible 

Study  

12 13 

6:30pm 

Prayer Time  

14 15 

7:00pm 

Alanon 

Group 

Meeting  

16 

17 

9:30am Worship 

Service  

10:30am Coffee and 

Fellowship  

18 

10:00am Bible 

Study  

11:15 a.m. 

Finance and 

Property Board  

19 

3:00pm 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

20 

6:30pm 

Prayer Time  

21 

 

22 23 

24 

9:30am Worship 

Service  

10:30am Coffee and 

Fellowship  

25 

10:00am Bible 

Study  

26 

3:00pm 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

27 

6:30pm 

Prayer Time  

28 29 

6 PM – 

Singing 

Under the 

stars 

30 

31 

9:30am Worship 

Service  

10:30am Coffee and 

Fellowship  

10:45am Conga line for 

Collectibles Sales  

1 

10:00am Bible 

Study  

6:30pm Deacon 

Board Meeting  

2 

9:00am 

Mission 

Board 

Meeting  

3:00pm 

Zoom Bible 

Study  

3 

12:00pm 

Ladies 

Daytime 

Fellowship 

Luncheon  

6:30pm 

Prayer Time  

4 5 6 

9:00am 

Finds, 

Curiosities, 

and 

Collectibles  

 

Mondays 6:30 p.m. Overeaters Anonymous 

Monday – Friday Noon AA Meeting 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday – 7:00 a.m. AA Meeting 



Tuesday and Thursday 9:30 a.m. – Pastor’s Devotion  

 

 

August 2022 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

31 

9:30am Worship 

Service  

10:30am Coffee and 

Fellowship  

10:45am Conga line for 

Collectibles Sales  

1 

10:00am 

Bible Study  

6:30pm 

Deacon Board 

Meeting  

2 

9:00am 

Mission 

Board 

Meeting  

3:00pm Zoom 

Bible Study  

3 

12:00pm 

Ladies 

Daytime 

Fellowship 

Luncheon  

6:30pm 

Prayer Time  

4 5 6 

9:00am Find, 

Curiosities, 

and 

Collectibles  

7 

9:30am Worship 

Service  

10:30am Coffee and 

Fellowship  

8 

10:00am 

Bible Study  

9 

3:00pm Zoom 

Bible Study  

6:30pm Staff 

Parish Board  

10 

6:30pm 

Prayer Time  

11 12 13 

8:00am Men's 

Breakfast at 

Mitchell's on 

Main  

14 

9:30am Worship 

Service  

10:30am Coffee and 

Fellowship  

15 

10:00am 

Bible Study  

11:15 a.m. 

Finance and 

Property 

Board  

16 

3:00pm Zoom 

Bible Study  

17 

6:30pm 

Prayer Time  

18 

7:00pm 

Executive 

Board 

Meeting  

19 

7:00pm 

Alanon Group 

Meeting  

20 

3:00pm Cindy 

Dunbar F.H. 

in use  

21 

9:30am Worship 

Service  

10:30am Coffee and 

Fellowship  

22 

10:00am 

Bible Study  

23 

3:00pm Zoom 

Bible Study  

24 

6:30pm 

Prayer Time  

25 26 27 

2:00pm 

Richard 

Donahue 

Studio Recital 

in Sanctuary  

28 

9:30am Worship 

Service  

10:30am Coffee and 

Fellowship  

29 

10:00am 

Bible Study  

30 

3:00pm Zoom 

Bible Study  

31 

6:30pm 

Prayer Time  

1 2 3 

 

Mondays 6:30 p.m. Overeaters Anonymous 

Monday – Friday Noon AA Meeting 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday – 7:00 a.m. AA Meeting 

Tuesday and Thursday 9:30 a.m. – Pastor’s Devotion  


