
Dear Members and Friends,        February 2023 
 

As you read this article, a month, 1/12th of the year 2023 has already slipped through our 
fingers. It seems like just yesterday that we were celebrating New Year’s Eve and thinking about 
the year ahead with many hoping that 2023 would be better than 2022. Has it been better? Have 
you accomplished any of those well wished resolutions you made? If the answer is no, here’s 
some good news, today is a brand-new day with brand new opportunities. Today may be 
somewhat influenced by yesterday, but the one in the driver’s seat is you, no one else.  
  Maybe February is a better month to start working on some of those things that you want 
to change. I refer to the month of February as the ‘LOVE month because right in the middle of 
February falls Valentine’s Day. The day of love, when special cards are chosen to give to that 
someone special, chocolates in the shape of hearts are exchanged between loved ones, and 
special meals are made as an act of love.  
 In other words, it is a day that has been designated for people to say to those whom they 
love that they are the most important person in all the world. Hmmm… Isn’t that what the church 
is to do every day, to show love to others; not just to the people who are in the church, but to 
everyone. Why, because He first loved us, “While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”  

So, what is it about the church, our church that will attract people.  One thing and one 
thing only – “GOD”.  The person and presence of God, He who can transform the lives of men 
and women, who can give freedom of forgiveness, who can restore broken lives and homes, who 
is able to give meaning, purpose, and significance to all who seek Him.  “Unchurched people are 
not at all interested in slick performances and jolly socializing.  They already know where to find 
those horizontal things; what they yearn for is something upward, beyond themselves and their 
dead-end existence.” (Dean Merrill). 
 People will find God in the church when they find a group of people who are seeking, 
worshipping, and living for God in their daily lives in everything they say and do.  The scriptures 
tell us that we are to be a people of love, for “they will know that we are Christians by our love”.  
This love that we are to have can only come from having a personal relationship with God 
through His son, Jesus Christ.  In order for there to be a horizontal love, there first needs to be a 
vertical love relationship, for only then are we able to love others as He has loved us. 
 People can, and do find friendships, good music, great entertainment, and excellent 
orators everywhere, but the place where they will find God should be in the church.  By church, I 
don’t mean a building. I am referring to the living church, people like you and me who love God 
and then in turn love one another.  Maybe we don’t have the biggest choir.  Maybe our services 
are not professionally done.  Maybe we even fall short on always being warm and friendly.  BUT 
may we always be a place where people who have come and gone will look back on their time 
with us and comment, “Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, I could feel Him, sense 
Him and was touched by Him.   
 Or maybe when people spend time in your presence, they will experience God’s love 
through you by the way you respect them, treat them, love them, and tell them about the greatest 
love affair that has ever taken place. They not only hear about God’s love, but they feel God’s 
love, see God’s love, experience God’s love in you and through you. So, be someone’s special 
Valentine and let the love of God flow in us and through us to all.  

Let us be a people of presence, the presence of God. Happy Valentine’s Day!!!!!! 
 

Sincerely Yours, 
Pastor Doug  



ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 
FEBRUARY 22nd  

7:00 p.m. 
 

Ash Wednesday begins the season of “LENT” which is the 40 days preceding 
Easter, not counting Sundays.  The word Lent is from the Anglo-Saxon Lencten 
meaning ‘spring.’  It is the period of fasting and penitence observed in the church 
from very early times.  By using these days to search our hearts and spend extra time 
in mediation and prayer, the faithful Christian is better prepared to enter into the 
sufferings of Christ which is particularly recalled during Holy Week.   
   

For many, Lent is used as a time of giving up, a self-denial of some pleasure 
for the purpose of drawing closer to God.  Think for a moment about the number 
forty.  In Genesis we are told that it rained for forty days and night, God’s way of 
cleansing the earth.  Jesus after He was baptized spent 40 days in the wilderness, 
dealing with temptation and ultimately drawing closer to God.  Prayerfully consider 
what you might want to deny yourself of, so that you can give some extra time and 
effort to draw closer to God and then prepare yourself not only for Holy Week, but 
for a deeper, closer, more intimate relationship with God and one another.  

 
In the time that we are together, we read the scriptures that remind us of who 

we are and who God is, recite some prayers, receive ashes, celebrate Holy 
Communion, and hear a message that encourages us to set aside some time in the 
days ahead to pray and seek God. 

 
 Come join with us for a time of preparation and self-reflection. 
 
Mark your calendar. On Wednesday evening, March 15th, 2023 we will gather 

with all the other churches in Cromwell for a combined Lenten service. Place and 
time will be announced in the March Newsletter. 

 
 

 



 
Church improvement projects 

 
            We had a very informative Annual Meeting with many good comments and questions 
along the way.  Of course, the Potluck afterwards was the biggest highlight!  A couple of items 
to detail further include: 

1. Steeple and Sanctuary Roof Project 
We had a study done last year by Cirrus Structural Engineering to review our 

Steeple and Sanctuary Roof.  We have had issues with leaking in the past with the 
Steeple and the slate roof is nearing it’s time to be replaced.  Everything is 
structurally sound, but is the Steeple is in need of renovation and the Roof is in need 
of replacement. 

In order to get detailed cost estimates as well as be able to apply for state grants to 
help defray the costs, we need to have design specifications created.  The cost for 
these design specifications can be up to $20,000 and Cirrus Structural Engineering 
will create them and then work with us to apply for state grants which could pay for 
half of this fee. 

When the specifications are completed, they are utilized to find the contractors 
that can perform the work and Cirrus Structural Engineering would work with us on 
each step of the way.  The cost of each project can be very expensive and we may 
qualify for state grants of up to $200,000 for each project.  In addition to grants, we 
will have to look into fundraising efforts and possibly some interest from our 
Endowment Fund.  These decisions will be reviewed in more detail in the future with 
our Congregation. 

To get things started, at the Annual Meeting, a motion was made, seconded, and 
approved to allocate up to $20,000 to have the design specifications created.  We 
have also started a Steeple and Sanctuary Roof Restoration Fund to begin offsetting 
the expenses that will be required for this effort.  As more information is available, 
we will share it with the Congregation. 

 
2. Sanctuary Flooring 

A committee has been formed to research options related to the flooring in the 
Pulpit area, the Pew areas, and the Narthex.  We have been getting inquiries about 
using our Sanctuary for events and for groups that would like to use the piano, we 
need a better structure.  We do have funds allocated in a fund that was established a 
few years ago for this effort, but we need to scale the project to determine what is 
needed.  As more information is available, we will share it with the Congregation. 

 

 

 

 

  



Deacons’ Corner 

The Lenten Season begins on February 22nd, Ash Wednesday. Faithful Christians observe Lent 

each year with goals of truly remembering our great need for God, along with removing a habit 

or guilty pleasure that we’ve come to rely on, have been enjoying, or prioritizing more than our 

fellowship time with God. It’s a good reminder for participants that God-and only-God gives us 

everything we need and gives us the opportunity to reflect on why this is normally our go to 

crutch and not always beneficial. 

 “Lent is a time for discipline. For confession, for honesty, not because God is mean, fault 
finding, or finger-pointing but because he wants us to know the joy of being cleaned out, 
ready for all the good things he has in store.” N.T. Wright 

Three elements that are usually a part of Lent are prayer, giving something up, and giving  

 something back, as we strive to live in a self-aware way that is more spiritual, trusting in God,  

and loving others and less about pleasing ourselves. This is a stronger underlying motive for  

 participating in Lent. 

 “Lent affords us the opportunity to search the depths of our sins and experience the 
height of God’s love.” Chuck Colson. 

So please plan on joining us in the Ash Wednesday Service on February 22nd at 7:00 pm and  

the Ecumenical Lenten Service on March 15th. You might also enjoy being a part of open prayer 

at our church every Wednesday evening at 6:30 PM. 

Blessings, 

Deacons’ Board 

 

Lost and Found 

If you have been missing an earring, ring or watch in the past year or two, please contact the 
church office at (860) 635-4806.  We have two watches, one ring and two different earrings. 
These were found in the Sanctuary. 

 

 



 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

2/05 – Pat Czerwonka 

2/12 – Open Flower Date 

2/19 – Ladies Daytime Fellowship 

2/26 – Joyce Norman  

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, 
February 16 2023, at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports 
from the different boards, review the church 
budget, and discuss any new business of the 
church. The Board members are either the 
Chairman or alternate of each board, Church 
Treasurer, Church Clerk and two Members at 
Large. The Members at Large are to represent 
the church as a whole and are available to 
you, the congregation, to talk with about any 
concerns that you feel need to be addressed 
within the church, to express your opinion 
about any issues, or to share with them how 
you feel things are within the church, both the 
positive and negative.  Please feel free to call 
them or see them at church and talk with 
them.  

 
 
 
 

LADIES DAYTIME 
FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON 

Ladies Daytime Fellowship Luncheon will 
meet on Wednesday, February 1st at noon. 
All are welcome, bring your own lunch and 
drink. Coffee, tea, and dessert will be 
provided. 

 

 

Church Envelopes! 
 

This year’s church envelopes are available.  
If you would like envelopes, please call the 
church office at (860) 635-4806 and arrange 
to pick them up. 
 

 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 
1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 
2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 
3. The Church E-mail address is  
    fcchurch01@snet.net 
4. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday. 
5. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 
6. The office hours are:  
 Mon.-Thurs. 9-2 PM 
 The secretary is off on Friday.  
7. The church address:  
 P.O. Box 156, Cromwell, CT 06416 
8. Facebook, find us listed at First      

    Congregational Church Cromwell 
 
 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST ON  
FEBRUARY 11TH         

8:00 A.M.  
AT 

 MITCHELL’S 
 ON MAIN 

 

 

Lost and Found 

If you are missing an earring, ring or watch 
in the past year or two, please contact the 
church office at (860) 635-4806.  We have  
two watches, one ring and two different 
earrings, all of which were found in the 
Sanctuary. 

 

 



 
 

CANCELLATIONS DUE TO Winter Weather! 

In case of bad weather, Pastor Doug will contact NBC Connecticut and WFSB Channel 3 and 
inform them of a cancellation.  Please watch your TV or check on their apps for closure info.  The 
following iHeartmedia radio stations will also broadcast closure info: 

FM stations: 92.5, 95.7, 105.9  AM station: 1410 

 
MISSIONS BOARD  

 
Rev. Richard Williams of Pivot Ministries, Local Ministry Project sent two videos as follows: 
 
Pivot Testimony of Andrew: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rq2M8g5nzA8. Andrew 
completed a program at the Local Ministry Project and is now serving on the staff. 
 
Pivot New Years Video of the Top 5 Meaningful Moments of 
2022:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-PZfqtycVwU.  
 
Sjaan Waller of Wycliffe Bible Translators contributed the following:  In 1963 we were 
commissioned to go as your missionaries to Colombia.  We started working in an indigenous tribal 
group called Guayaberos.  God gave us wisdom and strength to see the New Testament and Parts 
of the Old Testament published and recorded so that the people can listen to the scriptures and 
come to know the Lord personally.  
 
If you ever want to hear the language, go to the Internet or your cell phone and enter 
Scriptureearth.org and it will come up with countries of the world. Then choose COLOMBIA and 
then GUO or Guayabero and the New Testament and you will find films including the Jesus film 
(which has Guayabero dubbed in), and you can listen to Matthew, Mark and more. 
 
We received thank you notes from the following:  Salvation Army of Middletown, Steve Bibisi of 
Rabbonis Love (a missions based charity), and Sjaan Waller. 
 
Wheels For The World: We have started out the new year with a donation of two wheelchairs and 
two walkers, and they were donated by two members of our church. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rob Foberg, Jody Blanar and Joanne St Amand 



 
 

Thank You Note! 

Thank you so much for collecting diapers for the Cromwell Diaper Bank this Holiday season, 
and for your continuing support. The donations will go directly to Cromwell families in need, 
and we couldn’t do this without your generous support.  

Sincerely,  

Sarah Maffiolini, Administrator, Jessica Zeedyk, Assistant  
Cromwell Youth Services   

 

 

SAVE THESE DATES – Upcoming 2023  CHURCH EVENTS 

 

Weds 02/22/23    (7:00 PM)  Ash Wednesday service 

Weds 03/15/23    (tbd)  Community Lenten Service 

Thurs 04/06/23    (7:00 PM) Maundy Thursday service   

 

Sunday 04/09/23 (9:30 AM) Easter Sunday service  

 

Sun 04/16 or 04/30  Spring Soup Kitchen at St. Vincent DePaul, Middletown 

Sat 05/06  (9:00 – 12:00) Spring Bake Sale (pick up Mother’s Day treats!) 

Thurs 05/11/23 (6:30 PM) Military Whist 

Sunday 06/11/23 (9:30 AM) Hoving Home (Missionaries) will lead our worship service 

 

  



February 2023 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

29 

9:30am Worship Service 
10:30am Coffee and 
Fellowship  
11:00am Potluck 
Luncheon and 
Fellowship  
12:00pm 307th Annual 
Meeting  

30 

10:00am 
Bible Study  

31 

3:00pm Zoom 
Bible Study  

1 

12:00pm 
Ladies 
Daytime 
Fellowship 
Luncheon  
6:30pm Prayer 
Time  

2 3 

6:00pm Praise 
and Worship 
Rehearsal in 
the 
Community 
Room  

4 

5 

9:30am Worship Service 
10:30am Coffee and 
Fellowship  

6 

10:00am 
Bible Study  
6:30pm 
Deacon Board 
Meeting  

7 

3:00pm Zoom 
Bible Study  

8 

6:30pm Prayer 
Time  

9 10 

6:00pm Praise 
and Worship 
Rehearsal in 
the 
Community 
Room  

11 

8:00am Men's 
Breakfast at 
Mitchell's on 
Main  

12 

9:30am Worship Service 
10:30am Coffee and 
Fellowship  

13 

10:00am 
Bible Study  

14 

 

3:00pm Zoom 
Bible Study  

15 

6:00pm Blue 
Star Meeting  
6:30pm Prayer 
Time  

16 
 
10:00am 
Elim Clergy 
Mtg. at FCC 
7:00pm 
Executive 
Board 
Meeting  

17 

6:00pm Praise 
and Worship 
Rehearsal in 
Community 
Room  

18 

19 

9:30am Worship Service 
10:30am Coffee and 
Fellowship  

20 

 

10:00am 
Bible Study  

21 
 
3:00pm Zoom 
Bible Study  

22 

 
7:00pm Ash 
Wednesday 
Service  

23 24 

6:00pm Praise 
and Worship 
Rehearsal in 
the 
Community 
Room  

25 

26 

9:30am Worship Service 
10:30am Coffee and 
Fellowship  

27 

10:00am 
Bible Study  

28 

3:00pm Zoom 
Bible Study  

1 

12:00 p.m. 
Ladies 
Daytime 
Fellowship 
Luncheon 

6:30pm Prayer 
Time  

2 3 

6:00 p.m. 
Praise and 
Worship 
Rehearsal in 
the 
Community 
Room 

4 

Monday 6:30 p.m. Overeaters Anonymous 
Monday – Friday Noon AA Meeting 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday – 7:00 a.m. AA Meeting  


